
                                 

       

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  CRAIG STADLER & KIRK TRIPLETT
Friday, April 26, 2013

DAVE SENKO:  Kirk, good start, 64, 8-under, five birdies on the front and three on the 
back.  Maybe just some thoughts on your day and we'll get some questions.

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, it's a new event for me, my first time here so I'm not really sure 
what to expect.  I've seen some of the winning scores in the past and whatnot, but 
everybody's talking about the course is playing maybe a little tougher, a little longer.  I 
think it's very windy out there, it's a minimum one club, maybe more.  That wind's pretty 
thick.  We got off to a good start.  I think we birdied three out of the first four.  Every time 
you make two or three pars in a row, you kind of feel like you're going south but you're 
kind of hanging in there.  We kept finding one more here and there.  I made a few putts 
and Craig picked us up on a couple holes where I was a little inconsistent and there's 
our 8-under.  I don't think it's going to be leading or certainly not enough to win the 
tournament but it's a good start, we're happy with it.

DAVE SENKO:  Craig? 

CRAIG STADLER:  I thought they went great.  I was a hell of a cheerleader.  I really 
struggled this week with a driver and I actually drove it pretty good today and then I 
struggled with the irons.  He made a lot of putts.  Every putt he hit was really good.  A lot 
of good shots.  We kind of hung in there with pars, made a little blip once in a while, 
made a couple birdies, but he pretty much got us where we were today.  I was 
supporting cast, but that's the way it happens quite often actually.  One guy plays good, 
one guy doesn't play so well, but he chimes in when needs to be and it turns around the 
next day or you both play well.  So it's a good start.  I think as he said, with the wind, I 
don't think 8-under is a bad score at all.

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, do you remember who made the putts on No. 1? 

CRAIG STADLER:  Yeah, he made a putt from about 10 feet, I guess.

DAVE SENKO:  No. 3, par 3?  3, Kirk made about a 30-footer.  4, I almost hit it over off 
the island on my second shot and hit a wedge about a foot somehow.  He was in there 
pretty decent for birdie.  5, Kirk made about a 15-footer.  6, we parred.  7, we parred.  8, 
we parred.  9, you made about a 15- 18-footer probably I would guess.  Then par putt 
on 10.  11, he hit about 50 feet and I came out of the bunker about four, five inches 
away for birdie.  Parred 12, parred 13.  Good par on 14, I was making 9.  Left him alone, 
he made par.  Actually had a really good birdie, he made about a 25-footer, which is just 
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fine with me.  16, made about a 30-footer probably.  I told you he's putting good.  17 
was my dog hole, I hit a shot in there about eight feet, 10 feet short of the hole and left it 
dead in the guts short.  Then we didn't hit real good irons on 18, both short of the green; 
neither of us hit real good chips and he made about an 8-footer for par, I guess.  I was 
about four, five feet.

Q.  Great first round.  Craig, you've been through this tournament many times and 
Kirk, this is your first.  Craig, what did you advise him ahead of time about what 
to expect and what kind of goals to set for the first day? 

CRAIG STADLER:  Well, he's very coachable.  I just told him to make birdies, as many 
as he could, and he did.  It's funny, this is the perfect golf course I think for this format.  
It's the kind of course that you don't have to really hit it that great but the greens are so 
good, if you read them well, if you're putting well, you're going to make some putts.  And 
you kind of over the years see where you get on rolls where you kind of get up 15-, 
20 feet and you almost expect to make them.  That's the way this thing has always 
played out.  Your birdies come in bunches, sometimes your pars come in bunches, but if 
you get one guy that's hot and you just kind of roll off each other.  I would say you kind 
of figure out when you need to chime in and you do it and it all works out.

Q.  Kirk, you were coachable? 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, today I was.  Some days I'm not quite so coachable.  I think you 
take a level of comfort if you're working together a little bit reading the putts, sharing the 
same looks at some of the holes.  When you're agreeing, which we were today, I think 
most of the time we were seeing the putts the same way, either that or he wasn't letting 
on that he thought I was nuts.  It gives you a little more confidence making the stroke, I 
think.  Also just playing the shots, knowing you've got somebody there with you, you end 
up I think playing a little bit more aggressively and I think you can make a little bit better 
swings.  For me, I haven't been playing that well this spring and I've been very 
inconsistent, hitting enough good shots to play well but too many bad ones as well.  To 
be in this format and having somebody pick you up when you hit some bad ones, it 
makes it easier to hit good ones, I think.

Q.  What was the best shot of the day between the two of you, what was the 
biggest highlight shot?   

KIRK TRIPLETT:  I think it was when Calc hit it in from the fairway on No. 9.  That was 
a highlight. 

CRAIG STADLER:  I don't know.  It have been Calc's chip-in on 3, it could have been 
Peter's bunker shot he holed on 5.  It could have been Peter's chip shot he holed on 7 
or Calc's shot he holed from the fairway on 9.  
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KIRK TRIPLETT:  They hit all the exciting shots.  I think that putt on 16 was a bonus.  I 
think the other holes we looked and felt like we had good shots at birdies.  We let a 
couple get away, too, which everybody will today. 

Q.  You guys were bogey-free today?  Is that the keyword to avoid this week, that 
bogey word? 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, that's the key to avoid every week, right?   

CRAIG STADLER:  Especially here.  You make a bogey here, odds are you're going to 
lose two shots to somebody.  Realistically on this golf course you shouldn't be making a 
bogey.

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Nice one.  Tomorrow morning first hole, come watch us.   

Q.  How you ended up together, what the relationship was, who asked who to play 
here, that kind of thing? 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  He asked me to play last fall and I said yes.  I was a student at the 
University of Nevada-Reno, played on the golf team there.  Craig was living there at the 
time.  I'm not sure, I might have met you a couple times.  I played with him early in my 
career and always enjoyed being around him and knew that I would have an enjoyable 
week, so I was very happy that he asked me.

CRAIG STADLER:  I was the first alternate last year and I actually got paired with a 
wonderful guy, Mike Goodes, and we had a great time.  I didn't even think about it and I 
was playing behind him at the pro-am in a Hawaii, just kind of sitting on the 12th hole, I 
looked at my caddie and said, I wonder if he's got a partner.  I just pulled up to the 
green, he walked off the green and he was nice enough to say yes.  I don't know what 
he's doing with an old fart as a partner, but that's okay.  But it was good, we had a nice 
time today.  Played pretty well.

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Looking forward to tomorrow.

CRAIG STADLER:  I need to get it way closer to the hole but I've got a good horse.

Q.  Craig, you've been out here a long time, still play quite a bit.  Do you still have 
high expectations?  Do you still feel like you've got wins in you?

CRAIG STADLER:  I think if I can ever figure out a couple things that are not going too 
right at the moment for a while now.  Unfortunately I've had various things with hurting 
and injuries for about five years and it hasn't been much fun.  It gets to the point where it 
seems almost like the harder I work sometimes, the worse it gets, and that's leading to 
the point where you think twice whether you want to keep doing this or just call it a day 
and play sparingly.  But I'm still competitive and I still think I can play, but I need to get 
way more consistent.  With that comes four years of not competing very well.  If 
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anything, not nearly as confident as I used to be and that's what I have to work to get, I 
have to work that back.  I can't just get it overnight by hitting a couple good shots, I need 
to do it for an extended period of time and start getting some good scores, start 
shooting under par, 4-, 5-under a couple times and feel like I'm kind of getting what I'm 
working for, and so far I haven't got to that point.

Q.  But you're healthy enough to put in the work? 

CRAIG STADLER:  With the golf swing, yes.  Healthy enough to walk around a golf 
course every day all week, no.  I've got this neuropathy crap in my right foot and it's 
pretty much just a brick right now.  It doesn't necessarily hurt, it's just the whole thing 
gets numb.  My left leg probably wouldn't bear too well for the golf swing, push off, but it 
doesn't bother me swinging at all.  But I hate riding in a cart, so flat courses work pretty 
well.  And it works pretty well uphill, downhill it doesn't work well at all, so last week 
wasn't much fun.  No, just keep working on it and hopefully get some weight off and get 
some consistency back going and we'll see.  
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