
                                 

       

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER & TOM LEHMAN
Friday, April 26, 2013

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Bernhard and Tom, thanks for coming in, great start, 9-under 63.  
Just share some comments on your day and we'll get some questions.  Tom, do you 
want to get us started?

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, we teamed together extremely well today.  Bernhard got off to a 
really good start and had a fantastic finish, but in between I played some good golf and 
it's a team game and we really kind of put it together well.  Didn't team up on any birdies 
I don't think all day long, made pars when the other guy made bogeys or maybe made 
birdies when the other guy made bogeys, so it was a very good partnership today.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, there's not a whole lot to add.  I played horrible in the 
middle of the round and Tom was right there, he was hanging in there and grinding and 
getting more gray hair, and then I came through strong at the end.  As Tom said, we just 
gelled well.  We didn't make birdies or eagles at the same time.  We pretty much used 
them all on different holes and that's what this competition is all about.  And it was 
obviously a difficult day, it was a very blustery wind, windy conditions, difficult to get the 
ball pin high.

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, do you remember 2, 3 and 4, who made the birdies? 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, Bernhard birdied 2 from about 8 or 10 feet, maybe 12 feet, and 
then he birdied 3, a great birdie there, maybe 15 feet maybe.  4th hole I knocked it on in 
two and two-putted for birdie.  The next birdie came on 8, Bernhard's putt just steamed 
the edge of about a 15-footer and then I made about an 8-footer birdie. 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That was on 7, I think.

TOM LEHMAN:  On 7.  No. 10, I hit an 8-iron to about eight feet and made that.  11, 
par 5, I hit a good drive and a 6-iron just to the back fringe and two-putted for birdie 
there.  Bernhard can talk about his finish.  He finished like Secretariat. 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, 16, I hit a good drive and then an 8-iron to, what was 
that, 10 feet or something like that?  17, hit a 4-iron, made about a 20-footer, maybe 
22-footer, and Tom was inside of me, so he would have had a good chance to make 
birdie himself.  And then 18, I hit driver, 9-iron again to about eight or 10 feet, 
something like that.  Finished with three birdies.
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Q.  You guys have been through this before.  Is there a frustration factor when 
you are birdieing the same holes and you see how the other people may be have 
some better timing on the birdies?  I guess there's no really way to control that, 
but can you control your emotions I guess when you're playing well but it's not 
adding up the same way?

TOM LEHMAN:  For me personally, the doubling up on birdies is not a big deal as long 
as you're both making a lot of them.  When you're making birdies, you feel like you're 
playing well, it creates anticipation and expectation for the next hole.  What really kills 
you in this game is when one partner is just kind of struggling on the hole and the other 
person makes a mistake to fall apart on a hole and you end up with a bogey.  
Sometimes making a par, like today as an example we made a par on the 12th hole, 
really tough hole today straight into the wind and we found a way to make a par.  Those 
are the holes I think are actually the biggest deals.  When one partner saves the other 
partner with a nice par or a timely birdie or something, it's always good.

BERNHARD LANGER:  And then we don't know what the rest of the field does 
anyways.  You just see they made a birdie, we don't know who made a birdie.  It really 
doesn't matter, it's a team event and team effort, and as Tom said, rather make tons of 
birdies than few, very few birdies.

Q.  The score today, how do you feel about that considering the conditions, and 
what do you think at the end of the day, what will believe be the best score, do 
you think? 

TOM LEHMAN:  I don't know, 10-under is going to be pretty touch to beat today.  I think 
a day like today I think, you know, Bernhard, as you walk away feeling really good 
because I don't know that either of us played our very best.  We played well at times 
and we certainly teamed up well together, but I don't know that we're both going to walk 
away saying boy, I played great today.  It was a very good partnership round, it was 
something we could be proud of, but we both feel like we could individually play better.

BERNHARD LANGER:  And as you said, I don't think there's going to be any better 
scores than 10-under, that would be my guess.  It's very windy.  Even when you putt, 
things are fluttering about and moving, and there's more rough this year than there has 
been in the past as well and that makes things just a little bit harder even though the 
greens are softer and they hold better, but I can't see a very low score today.

Q.  It looked like the birdie on 18 will put you into the last group with Faxon and 
Sluman.  Even though it's only Saturday and there's birdies all over the place, 
does it help on some level to be playing with the guys that are ahead of you to 
see what's going on?

BERNHARD LANGER:  I think it's good to be in the last group or near the last group so 
you know what's going on, certainly on Sunday.  Saturday it may be less important but 
it's always good Sunday to be somewhere in the last group or two so you've still got a 
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couple of holes to go, you know what you have to do.  If you have a two-shot lead, you 
can cruise in and play smart, and if you need to make up a shot or two, you can be 
more aggressive in attacking, so that would be my thought on that.

TOM LEHMAN:  And I agree.  I think when you are at the end and even if somebody is 
getting off playing super, super well, you know that you get to play those holes too and 
you can make birdies also.  When you're in the middle of the pack and you have a great 
round or you're barely hanging in there, you know the other guys have all those holes 
they get to play.  To me I always feel there's more pressure when you play fourth or fifth 
or sixth from the end knowing you can't afford to make mistakes.  Playing at the end, 
you kind of see what's in front of you.

DAVE SENKO:  Okay, guys.  Thanks.  
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