
                                 

       

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROCCO MEDIATE
Wednesday, April 25, 2013

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Rocco, thanks for joining us.  Get us started, you had a chance to 
see the course today.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Right.

DAVE SENKO:  Just your impressions of  

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, cool, it's going to be a lot of fun.  It's a good golf course, the 
greens are very good actually, and it's going to take, like, 30under par to win.  We've got 
Slu  not Slu.  We've got Cookie and Corey.  You've got to shoot low scores, that's the 
thing.  I've got a great partner so I'm excited.

DAVE SENKO:  How did this partnership come about? 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I asked Elk at Boca, that was my first event, so I'm like a fish out of 
water basically.  I walked over and said, Hey, Elk, do you want to play in this team 
thing?  He said, Give me a few second.  He was supposed to play with Shark, they 
talked last year.  I go, All right, fine, no problem.  Get about five minutes later, (inaudible) 
walked over and said, You're in, because Shark said he was going to be in China.  So I 
was very pleased and very excited to play because we go back since '85, actually 
maybe earlier than that.  It will be a lot of fun.  He's a good man and I've always gotten 
along with him and always loved playing with him, so we'll have some fun.

DAVE SENKO:  What's your experience in team competition?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Well, we had the team thing on the regular Tour for, I don't know 
when that ended.  I played with Jim Carter most of the time, we had a great time.  Then 
we had the mixed team, J.C. Penney, which it's sad that is gone, that was so much fun.

DAVE SENKO:  Who did you play with? 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Missy Wright, we came from Pittsburgh together.  I played with 
Rachel Herrington one year, finished second.  We finished second like three times, but 
that was a blast.  That one's gone because it was fun with the LPGA, it's cool.  It could 
be fun.  It's awesome.  

One thing I learned about this Tour, I knew it but until you experience it, you've got to 
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shoot low out here and fast, you've got to shoot low and fast out here, it's only three 
days, so pedal to the ground or you're done.

Q.  Rocco, how's the state of your health these days?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Health is fine.  I've had my moments, I'm good, I'm good.  I always 
said before, over the years, I would rather be healthy and play lousy than be hurt and 
play lousy.  I would rather it be my fault than not be able to perform.  So I'm good, I have 
no issues.

Q.  Have you and Elk talked strategy?  What do you think is going to be the 
strength of each player? 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Elk said something really funny over the last couple days.  He 
goes, you know, what it takes in this event, you've got to come out and you've got to be 
really good the first day and you've got to make putts.  I'm going, really?  Do you?  
Thanks for the input.  He's so funny.  But, yeah, if you get behind in any of these 
Champions Tours, whether it be this event or any other event, you're toast.  It's hard to 
catch up.  

A perfect thing happened, and Dave, you were there when you were talking in Naples, 
when we were walking down the last hole I remember saying, if you come out and shoot 
around par the first day and sometimes you play okay and you shoot around par, you 
just do.  I was playing okay in Naples and I had obviously a good week the week before 
that.  I was playing, like, decent, nothing happening, but I was even par.  Walking down 
18 and Dave comes out and we're talking on the fairway, and I said, what did I say last 
week, if you shoot even par, and Bernhard was 9under at the time and yeah, he wasn't 
even done.  That's just the thing, same here.  You've got to shoot low.  I've obviously 
watched this event over the years and I think last year 29 won.  It's about 10 a day if I'm 
doing my math right, kind of in that area, so you've got to shoot low, low, low.  It's that 
way every week out here.  It's amazing how low the scores are.  

And the golf course, like I've noticed, are not 6,000 yards long.  They're 7,000 yards 
long.  That's what the PGA TOUR is, pretty much the same length.

Q.  Even though it's an official event, there never seems to be the pressure in this 
tournament that you might have in other events.  Do you think guys go so low 
because everybody's relaxed and everybody's having fun?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Well, that happens every week, though.  My thing with that is on 
the regular Tour, I played the same way I play here.  It's just fun.  I mean, we have our 
bad days and our bad months and bad years for that matter, but we get to play this 
game, and most of the time, especially out here, they pay you to play.  So I don't really 
see the problem, I really don't.  

It's just, I had a little game with Jessica and I, my fiance and I were driving around on  
what is today?  Thursday, Tuesday.  I wanted to go out and see the golf course.  I had 
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walked the last couple years with Mr. Free when he played with Miller, and by the way, 
Jim shot 3under yesterday on his own ball which is just ridiculous, and he was my first 
teacher so it was cool to see him and be in the same place he is, but so I go out and I'm 
playing with  Jess and I run into Fuzzy, JJ, Michael Burger, Wargo and Mike, so I join 
up.  I play the last four holes, and then of course you have to have an emergency nine.  
We've got music blaring, we've got stuff going on.  It's the coolest thing ever because it 
should be that way on the other Tour also.  It's a little more relaxed here because our 
rules aren't quite the same, we can drive carts wherever we want, and the green thing, 
don't worry about driving on the green today, Marty, it wasn't that big a deal.  But it's 
really cool, and that's how it should be on any level.  There was a question asked of me, 
it might have been after my second week about why this Tour is more relaxed than the 
regular Tour.  I was like anything you say to me makes no sense, none, because it's too  
is it a job?  I guess.  I don't know if I would consider it a job.  I do make my living this 
way most of the time, but it's still a game.  So I treat it that way.  And if other guys, most 
guys would treat it that way, it would be a lot more fun for everybody to watch because 
we're trying to sell this thing, right?  So I don't get it, I never did.

Q.  (Inaudible).

ROCCO MEDIATE:  There's absolutely no question about it.  There's none.  If they 
would, they would be better for it.  They would be better for it.  I think just because I play 
the way I play, doesn't mean the way Tiger plays or anybody else plays differently is 
wrong or right.  I can't play the way Tiger plays as far as how I am on the golf course, 
and he can't play the way I play.  

Fuzzy can't play the way whoever else plays and they can't play the way he plays.  
There's no right way or wrong way, but we're playing a game for a living, guys.  It ain't 
that big a deal.  It really isn't.  I've always felt that way.  I haven't set the world on fire.  
I've had a lovely time in 28 years and I wouldn't do anything else different, pretty much.

Q.  (Inaudible).

ROCCO MEDIATE:  What do you mean?  Explain that a little for to me.

Q.  I don't think they have as much fun on the regular Tour now as you guys did 
when you were on the regular Tour.  Are those guys ingrained that way now?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I think it's changed.  It's more of a business.  It is a business, we 
know that, I'm not stupid.  I might be dumb, but I'm not stupid.  So it is a business, but 
how do you do really well in your business?  We're out there to entertain people and 
shoot low scores, that's it.  I just don't get it sometimes.  I look at guys and go, how 
about smile once?  How about try that once?  

Arnold taught me about a million things, but one thing he did teach me was this, it's 
really cool and nice and easy to be fun and exciting and excited or nice to people when 
you shoot 65, but let's see you do it when you shoot 75.  That's the challenge.  Now, 
have I done it perfect?  No, nobody has, but you do the best you can because people 
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come out here to watch us play.  We do it so good, it's ridiculous what we can do with a 
golf ball from top to bottom, it's ridiculous.  So you have to give that  you have to take 
care of the people that come out to watch.  It's like Arnold always says, you've got to 
give them something for the money.  You've got to give them something back.  It ain't 
that hard to do, it's not.  And some guys, they don't do it, it's that simple.  They just don't 
do it.  And it's going  hopefully it will change, but it costs a lot out here to play.  The 
sponsor has got to pay a lot of money to give us money.  We've got to give something 
back.  Jesus, it's not that hard.  I almost said a bad word.  You know what I mean 
though, it's not that hard.  I get to play tomorrow with one of my favorite people, Elk, with 
two of my other favorite people, Cookie and Corey.  I'm going to have a blast.  Yeah, I 
want to shoot 10under myself tomorrow, I want to make a hundred birdies tomorrow for 
Steve, and hopefully he'll do that for me, too, but if you don't, you don't.  If you do that, 
that's great, but you want to keep moving forward.  It's going to be tough to win this golf 
tournament.  There's a lot of great players here and you've got to put a score up, and it's  
going to take, like I said, 25 to 30 under par minimum because the wind's not supposed 
to blow that hard this week.

Q.  You mentioned Langer won in Naples, won last week, he's been dominant out 
here for a while.  How has he been able to be so good for so long?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I talked to him yesterday.  He made some changes in his golf 
swing over the years to make it easier on his body, we'll say.  We just talked for a few 
minutes yesterday.  You always go and look.  I was watching him hit balls yesterday and 
talking to him a little bit.  You want to see what the guys who are kicking your ass are 
doing better than you.  You do.  I watched Mr. Watson  I call him Mister  hit balls for like 
five minutes.  You just watch what these guys are up to and say why has this guy been 
so good for so long.  

Now, you can learn stuff from them, that's the beauty of this Tour.  I'm talking about 
we're hanging out with the best players that ever played the game, ever.  Look at Irwin, 
Watson.  I mean, there's  Langer, all these guys that played the game at a high, high 
level forever.  So of course I'm going to just try to learn from them whether they know 
I'm learning from them or not.  That's the key.  Hal Sutton said something to me maybe 
last week that was really cool:  We're just borrowing what we do, we don't own it.  No 
one owns it because you're always trying to learn.  

I guarantee you if you ask Watson what he's up to, he's working on something.  He's 
won a million golf tournaments and a billion majors.  He's still working on something.  So 
is Hale, all the great players.  You may own it for a week but then you've got to give it 
back to them.  You're just kind of leasing it for a while.  So it's pretty cool. 

Q.  Switch gears for a minute, the U.S. Open this year at Merion, you're going to 
qualify for it obviously?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I'm going to try to in Memphis.  No, wait, I'm going to in 
Memphis.
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Q.  Merion being an attraction, you're a Pennsylvania guy. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah.  

Q.  It's not a thousand yard course. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, but here is what I think about that.  I don't think it matters as 
much as people think, especially an Open.  Most of the time you've got firm conditions.  
If it's soaked, if Merion gets soaked, you're going to shoot that place up, but if it doesn't, 
I assure you it will be one of the highest scoring Opens in the history of the U.S. Opens 
because Merion is brutal with the sloping and the greens about the size of this table, 
good luck if you're not in the fairway because you can't play the golf course.  It's like any 
other U.S. Open but it's going to be shorter, but it's going to be harder.  So yeah, I don't 
really think  Torrey back  still doesn't matter how long it is, it's a matter of fairways and 
greens.  If you're in the rough and I've got a 5iron and you're in the rough and you've got 
a 9iron, I'm going to beat you out in the U.S. Open because I can put my ball on the 
green.  Pars in the U.S. Open are gold.  Any other golf course, sometimes it doesn't 
matter, that's where the game's going sideways, I think.

Q.  There's a long list of Champion guys trying to qualify a lot longer than 
previous years. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, Merion's going to be a tough setup.  Mike Davis has a tough 
job of setting that golf course up because of the slope on the fairways because there's 
some holes you can't keep the ball in the fairway, so he'll do a great job as he always 
does, I think.  I think he's one of the best setup guys of all time, but it's going to take four 
71s or 2s at Merion to get the job done, I guarantee you, unless it's soft.  But if it's firm 
like it's supposed to be, it will be so hard you can't even imagine how hard it will be.

Q.  Rocco, based on all the interviews we've had over the years about the 
PLAYERS Championship, it struck me recently probably nobody likes the 
tournament and the course who didn't get the opportunity to win it than you do?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I've had a couple opportunities.

Q.  Yeah, six birdies in a row.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I didn't do that.  The PLAYERS Championship is obviously 
the crown jewel of our year as far as, you know, the other four Majors, because you 
have the best field.  And the golf course, they've redid it, it's beautiful, it's a great time of 
year to do it, as you know, and you see the champions that come out of there so it's  I 
think it's one of our greatest tests of all times.  

I've always loved TPC in Jacksonville.  I moved there, 18 years I think I lived there, so 
I've always loved it.  I'm sad on a few notes that I'm not still there but you are where you 
are and you have to deal with it.  But I'm sad because I still love that whole thing.  Tell 
you what, competitionwise, it's as good as it gets out here.  I've seen it.
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Q.  Win SENIOR PLAYERS and get back. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, exactly, which is a goal, you have those goals.  We're 
playing at Fox Chapel this year in Pennsylvania, which I've played a few times over the 
years and it's one of my favorites in the world.  That's our PLAYERS Championship so 
that's obviously a good goal.  I would love to play the PLAYERS Championship again, 
I've played a million of them, but I would love to play it again.  There's a lot of carrots 
dangling for us. 

Q.  Maybe, Rocco, can you talk about the transition from the Tour to the 
Champions Tour?  I know you won that first tournament.  What's the mindset 
coming in as a rookie?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Who knows.  I did the work in the off season, you do work but you 
don't know when it's going to show.  All of a sudden it showed, like, real fast.  So you get 
in that position again with Langer and Pernice in the last group, Bernhard is known for 
shooting the stupid low scores on the last day.  He birdied four or the first five, I'm going, 
wow, here we go.  

I was very fortunate to win that event.  I came out here trying to prove myself that I 
belong here, too.  I proved myself for 27 years basically that I belong, I won a few 
events, but you've got to do it again.  These guys, like I said, are the best that every 
played.  This Tour's mantra should be these guys are still really, really good.  And we 
should be, we've played longer than those guys.  

I still have my idea, I said we should  no, no, it's a good idea.  We should play the PGA 
TOUR guys sometime.  I don't care what the golf course is, 10 guys, we pick 10 guys, 
they pick, let's go, see what happens.  Charity, fun, couple day tournament, just go at it 
and see, because most people that I've seen or heard from over the last  well, since I've 
been out here, the four last four or five months, are like, well, this isn't a big deal, these 
guys aren't as good as they used to be, I disagree a hundred percent.  It doesn't matter 
how far you hit it, it's what score you make.  And the ball doesn't know how old or how 
whatever we are, it doesn't.  And if you come out and watch this Tour, you'll go whoa, 
this is no  what did everybody call it earlier?  I don't know what the word was, but I 
assure you, if you're not on your game out here, you will get your ass handed to you 
weekly by a lot and I've seen it already.  That's the key.  I worked as hard or harder than 
I've ever worked in my life just to stay in the same boat as these guys are because 
Bernhard  I said something really funny, I said everything's really great about the 
Champions Tour except that guy, because he is amazing.  He works his butt off still.  He 
was there yesterday all day and day before all day.  I watch, I see what the guys are up 
to and that's what it takes.  This isn't a walk in the park at all.  I've seen it, I've seen it, 
but I've watched this Tour for a lot of years.  Scores are ridiculous in three days, 
ridiculous.

Q.  Actually it's for either of you, is there an established fine for driving your golf 
course on the green?
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  Martin, Martin, take the cart out, take the cart out.  No, it's just so  
everyone says is it more relaxed than the other Tour, the PGA TOUR, well, yeah, 
because we get it, but I was the same way out there anyway, it doesn't matter to me.  
I'm just doing my thing, so it doesn't really matter to me.  I don't care.  It's just a matter 
of scores, but we've had  playing with those guys the other day, with JJ and Fuzzy and 
Eichelberger, it's just so cool to see those guys can still play.  I bet you in nine holes we 
made 12, 13, 14 birdies.  Come on.  And we're not hitting wedges every hole, trust me.  
At least I'm not.  Some guys may be still, Freddy may be, but we're not Freddy.  
Freddy's hitting it farther than he's ever hit it in his life and look at what he did at the 
Masters almost again, again, for like the 300th time.  And Bernhard was right there 
again so talk to me about length.  It's point A to point B, I don't care what club you're 
hitting into these greens, it doesn't matter, we can still do it.  It's a blast, it's a great 
opportunity.  It's amazing that it's still here, and the people that take care of us and 
sponsor us out here.  I played with the Gulfstream guys today and it was a blast.  It's 
amazing, but you've got  how many times do you get to hang out with Watson, Irwin, 
Freddy, Frosty, all these guys, Cookie, they're right there, you can go talk to them, 
whatever.  It doesn't happen.  There's no other place it can happen, and these guys still 
play amazingly well and we should play amazingly well because they've done it for a 
hundred years.

Q.  You had a practice round with Fuzz and JJ, did you win low blood alcohol 
level?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  You know, I think I was low blood alcohol level which is pretty hard.  
Those guys, Fuzzy's got the speaker blaring.  It's right up my alley.  Music playing all 
over the place, it's great.  Fuzzy is one of the great things about golf.  Eichelberger is so 
funny.  It's hilarious, but you see why they were so good.  Fuzzy still hits it great, he just 
doesn't care.  He never did care actually.  He can win the Masters or the Open, not 
caring, think about that for a second.  How many other events did Fuzzy win?  A bunch.  
I don't know how many, but he won a bunch, so you look at it that way and go, man.  I 
don't know how I got into what I do, but to be compared with these guys about how I act, 
it's an honor.  

Trevino was the master of it obviously, he won eight majors give or take, I mean, c'mon.

Q.  Serious question about Fuzz though.  He beat two Hall of Fame members in 
each of his playoff victories, wins at Winged Foot, still really the only guy to go 
around Augusta and win it in his first time. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  '79.  Who did he beat?

Q.  He beat Seve and  shoot, I'm blanking. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Wrongo. 

Q.  He beat Watson and  
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  He beat Norman at Winged Foot.

Q.  Why isn't he in the Hall of Fame, all that he does for the game of golf? 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  He may be.  He should be.  He absolutely should be and he may 
be because he's just done so much more for the game.  Although two majors is 
ridiculous if you think about it.  He's in the same boat as Janzen is, two different people, 
completely different people, and Lee's one of my dear friends.  Fuzzy is completely off 
the chain and Lee is straightlaced, but look what they did.  You have to look at it that 
way.  It going to change because it's harder.  I shouldn't say harder.  It's a deeper field 
every week, but as far as majors are concerned, it's not deep.  

Look what's happened to Tiger, okay?  He should be at 20, 25 majors by now.  It's just 
harder to do that, it's harder to do that.  And it's no disrespect, I'm one of his biggest 
fans.  It's harder to do it and guys are getting better and better and better, and that's just 
how it is.  It's harder.

Q.  (Inaudible) 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  There's no way he should have won that 14th.  Anybody else has 
that putt, I've got the trophy.  No disrespect, but that's fact.  I get the opportunity to hang 
out with these guys and it's so cool.  They may not care.  Like I said three words to 
Watson this morning, but I watched him.  I'm plucking videos, all my favorite guys, and 
you look at it and go, yeah, that's why he's good.  Over the years  how many years has 
Watson played, since '74?  It's a lot of years.  And he still plays ridiculously well.  He's 
61 or 2, isn't he?  And if he wins out here any given week, I wouldn't be shocked.  So 
look at it that way, I don't know.  It's just a great place to be and I'm staying.

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Rocco.   
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