
                                 

       

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STEVE ELKINGTON
Wednesday, April 25, 2013

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Steve, thanks for joining us.  This is your first visit to the Liberty 
Mutual Insurance Legends of Golf.  Maybe just some thoughts on playing in a team 
competition.  I know you have some experience in previous years, but maybe just talk 
about playing with Rocco and how that came about.

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Sure.  First of all, I've never been more impressed, with all the 
years I've been traveling around this country, somehow I missed Savannah.  I spent 
some time this week down in the city and I think it's just one of the greatest places I've 
ever been.  

Coming to this course, I got to spend some time on Monday walking with Jack and Lee 
Trevino and Gary Player and Mike Hill, and I remember when this tournament was 
originated in the office of Champions Golf Club, my home course in Houston where 
Jackie Burke and Jimmy Demaret started this event.  That's where they happened that 
idea originally.  They started it at Onion Creek.  So for me to be sitting here playing in 
the Legends event, the spirit of me was captured when I went out and saw those guys 
on Monday.

Now, I was playing in this thing, Rocco and I, of course we're both rookies, so we 
obviously are delighted to play with one another and be in this field.  I think the course is 
great.  I have had some experience playing in the Shark Shootout and other events and 
Presidents Cups.  I told Rocco, the only problem I'm going to have is I have to put my 
hand up if I want to speak because he speaks whether he's talking to me or anyone 
else.  I think we're going to have fun.  He and I were in the same Tour school in 1987.  
We've gone our different ways for 25 or 29 years and here we are back together.  

Someone tweeted me the other day that said on this date 20 years ago Rocco beat me 
in a playoff at Greensboro.  That's not too far from here, is it?  It's just been a long time, 
you know, playing on the Tour and I get to come out here and just see these guys.  As I 
said, it's more in the spirit of the game when I see the real legends play on Monday.

Q.  Steve, you were originally scheduled to play with Greg? 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  We were trying to get together but he had to go to China.  Rocco 
came to me and said, hey, do you want to do this.  I said give me a day because I was 
waiting to get back from Greg, and then Greg came back to me and said, I can't do it, 
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mate, sorry.  And, boom, I came right back to Rocco and said we're doing this, and he 
said great. 

Q.  Rocco was in here earlier and he was talking about the relaxed nature of this 
Tour and the fun on this Tour.  Still competitive.  He said you still have to go out 
there and shoot low for decent money, but he said that the PGA TOUR guys could 
take a little bit of a lesson from these guys and loosen up just a little bit.  Do you 
agree in any way with that?

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Oh, yeah.  Basically the PGA TOUR players, they don't even 
know what they're doing, to be honest.  They don't even know how to entertain.  You've 
got to remember that a lot of these kids that came on the PGA TOUR, it's not 
necessarily their fault that they're not very good in pro-ams.  They've never seen what it 
was like to be good in a pro-am.  They were sitting in a dorm room two years ago.  

Unless you've seen a guy take over a pro-am like a Peter Jacobsen or a Lee Trevino or 
some of the other great players, I learned from these guys, and what it really is all 
about, it is the day of the amateur.  I think one of Tim Finchem's biggest worries 
eventually will be whether or not his players can entertain the sponsors where they love 
it.  As the Tours get further apart where you've got generations of guys, I would say I'm 
one of the last few of the generation that's coming through that still have the old school 
because I've been on the Tour 30 years.  So I know how to do it, I know what it's like to 
do it, but you just -- these guys have no training, the young guys.  It's not necessarily 
their fault.  They should be trained better by the Tour.

Q.  Can you talk about the transition to the Champions Tour, how it's been for you 
moving from one Tour to the next?  I know you played real well with three Top 10s 
in the first six appearances. 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  It's been a little different.  Having the golf cart available is pretty 
sweet.  All the stress is out of the guys' faces when you see them on the Champions 
Tour, they're not grinding for that Friday afternoon where they've got to make that cut 
and you've got bills to pay.  That's all sort of gone a little bit.

Now, there's still guys out here that are trying to get a lot of things done.  Bernhard 
Langer is actually a force of nature up there at the front.  He has focus.  One of the 
things I've noticed about him is he's so focused on what he's doing.  I've got to get up to 
that -- I've got to get myself up to that if I'm going to try and compete with the likes of 
him and some of these other folks that are doing well every week, I've got to really tune 
in.  I think I'll be able to do that, I'm just a little distracted at the moment because it's just 
a new environment.  I haven't seen these courses and I'm meeting new sponsors and 
I'm doing things.  It's all fun and good, but as I said, it is a slight adjustment.

Q.  Steve, coming up on a little bit of an anniversary up in Ponte Vedra.  This year 
will be the 40th PLAYERS Championship.  As somebody who won it twice, first of 
all, can you speak to why there's never been a back-to-back champion?  It 
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happens rarely but it's happened in all four of the other Majors within the last 20, 
25 years.  What's the difficulty of trying to win that two years in a row? 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  First thing would come to mind would be that you have to hit the 
ball the best of the whole year to win the PLAYERS Championship.  There's so many 
minefields.  You think about Augusta, for example, there's probably about -- well, 
Augusta may not be a great example I'm going to give here but there's probably a 
handful of really difficult shots at Augusta but there's about 15 at the PLAYERS.  Of 
course, you've got a tremendously difficult finishing stretch there, but it's landmine after 
landmine.

I know because I won it twice.  You have to play the best golf of any other players 
played.  When Adam Scott there, I wrote Adam a letter and told him that he won't ever 
have to play any better than he did that week to play any event, and he agreed.  You 
take a guy like -- if you take like over the last eight or ten years and you take Tiger 
Woods, Jim Furyk, Ernie Els, who else have we got up there?  Vijay Singh.  All those 
top players, they've only won like one of them, Phil's won one and Tiger's won one, and 
those guys have probably played 25 each and there's about six of them.  So there's 150 
PLAYERS Championships they've won between the top six players in the world and 
they've won two of them.

So that's why you see a guy like Fred Funk win it because he can control his ball so well 
and he's a precise player.  He's not a long player.  More than any other course on the 
Tour, the PLAYERS Championship, it demands precision.  You just can't play the course 
at all if you don't have precision iron play, it's just impossible.

Q.  Has your perception of your victories changed over the years to where you 
think even more highly of them, they increase in stature in your mind, or did you 
always feel like in '91 and '97 that --

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Look, I won the PGA and I've had another 10 times I finished in 
the top 5 in the Majors, but I'll never have to play any better than I did at PLAYERS. 

'97 was my best win when I won by 7.  I shot the low round of the day on Sunday with 
the lead.  That's probably the hardest thing in the world would be to lead the tournament 
wire to wire.  There's only one greater thing than leading the tournament wire to wire, 
would be to shoot the low round on Sunday with a wire-to-wire victory.  That's just an 
ass stomping of the field, wouldn't you all agree?  That's as high up the ladder as you 
can go.  And that's what I did in '97.  Tiger was playing that week and he went on to win 
at Augusta the next week by 15, and I think he finished about 60th that week.  It's just a 
very, very difficult golf course to play well on.  You've got to hit it so pinpoint there.  

40th anniversary, hey, when Pete built that course it was considered to be out of space 
golf, just off the charts, crazy, want to shoot Pete Dye.  Now by anyone's measure the 
PLAYERS Championships would be regarded as traditional style golf now.  It was an 
era that was born like an art piece, it was called stadium golf and it's mellowed into a 
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really, really nice golf course.  Very traditional, not crazy, not like Whistling Straits.  
That's a new crazy, right?  

I built the course with Pete at the course we're playing this week, the TPC Louisiana, 
and I learned a lot of tricks from Pete, and what he likes to do the most is he likes to 
visually intimidate people off the tee and it's quite evident in any course you play of 
Pete, that's accomplished. 

The second thing is he tries to trap players.  He used to say to me, I'll be build this 
bunker over here and Phil Mickelson will try to shoot over here and I'll trap him here, 
you know.  He's always thinking how to trap a guy that wants to cut a corner.  So it was 
an amazing little apprenticeship that I had with Pete and I learned so much from him.  
There is a trick to playing his courses and I'm not telling you what it is, but I know how to 
unlock all of his courses.  I told a couple players, it hasn't parlayed into a win for them, 
but it's how to play Pete Dye courses.

Q.  I was going to ask about Langer, he's so good out here and you said he's so 
focused on what he is he's doing.  Where does that come from after all these 
years to still have that focus? 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  That's a good question.  I played with him last week.  He 
changed his grip that I remember.  He hits the ball better.  He's a way better driver than I 
ever remember even when he was in his prime back when he was one of the top 
players in the world.  He had a terrible left hand grip, he had a great right hand grip.  But 
his left hand grip is pretty much standard.  He used to hit a kind of flatter trajectory draw, 
and now he hits a high, maybe even a fade.  He's always one of the greatest iron 
players.  He still plays Apex 4 shafts in his irons, which was an old shaft for Ben Hogan 
clubs.  They're a very dynamic shaft, it has a lot of feel in them and they're very soft.  
Hogan himself used Apex No. 4s the same as Bernhard.  

Of course he putts like a demon with that long putter.  I don't know what is going to be 
the end result for him for that.  I don't know if anyone's ever wielded that thing better.  
No one has ever putted with a long putter as good as Bernhard.   

Q.  You're playing with Lehman this week who's been a deep putter for a couple of 
years.  Is there a team to beat or in this format can it be anybody? 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  I think it's going to be -- if you were betting in Vegas, there's no 
way you could not bet on those two guys.  They're both one and two on the money list 
and they both finished first, second last week.  

Lee Trevino and Mike Hill almost won the super seniors here the other day and they 
would have probably been on the bottom of the list for the thing.  

Jimmy Colbert and his partner won it and they had 10 puts in the last four holes.  It's a 
very hard course to handicap on because you have a lot of guys with a lot of experience 
and they all want to win.  This course in my short estimation of this course, it's all going 
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to happen on the green here.  It's not a long course.  It doesn't require hugely accurate 
tee shots.  There's plenty of grass out there to catch a wayward shot where something 
has run off into the trees and so on.  There's going to be lots of chances for birdies and 
it's going to be the team that can get them in there, and catch the fire and ride that 
momentum, that's what I see.  

I told Rocco, we've got to get off to a quick start because I don't want to be behind guys 
like Langer and Lehman.  They're going to be hard to catch.  That was my only tip for 
Rocco.  Keep it down to 14 vodkas tonight instead of 15. 
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