
                                 

      

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER
Sunday, April 21, 2013

DAVE SENKO:  Bernhard, congratulations, win number 18 and just a continuation of 
what's been a great year so far with two wins, two 2nds and a 3rd.  Maybe just share 
your thoughts on winning by three shots, especially after to getting off to a little bit of a 
slow start on Friday.

BERNHARD LANGER:  It certainly was a slow start, I think I shot 9-under in the 
pro-am on Thursday and then shot 1-over the next day.  I wasn't pleased with that.  
When I first set foot here at Sugarloaf, I really enjoyed the golf course.  I said this is an 
amazing, good golf course, really reminded me of Augusta, same type of grass, similar 
tough greens and just in very good shape.  I really just enjoyed playing golf here.  It's a 
golf course where you have to think, where you have to position your shots, where you 
have options.  You can play aggressive and if you pull it off you're going to get 
rewarded, and if you miss it a few you're going to get punished, and I enjoy those kind 
of golf courses.  

I was fortunate enough to play very well on the weekend and make a few putts, but hit 
some good shots.  Today I got off to a really good start with 3-under after 5 and then 
especially the birdie on 5 was incredible.  I think that was a really tough pin.  I was 
surprised they even put the pin over there behind the tall tree because if you're in the 
middle of the fairway coming in with a 6- or 7-iron there, you can't even aim at the flag, 
you have to go 20 feet right or something and then it slopes off further right.  Anyway, so 
I was pleased to make birdie there.  

The key of the round or one of the keys was probably the three pitch shots I had on 8, 9 
and 10, two of them were up-and-downs and one was a pitch-in, a chip-in on 10.  I 
missed three greens and I was 1-under par, that kept me in the lead, and then I played 
some very good golf again.  11 I was a bit unlucky, and from 12 onwards I hit some 
really good shots and gave myself some good opportunities, finally hit it stiff on, is it 17, 
the par 3?  16, hit it to about two feet there.  

Then on 18 I wasn't even going to go for it, I just planned to lay up all along, which I did.  
I hit driver and I hit sand wedge and left myself with a pitching wedge in and I hit that to 
about two and a half, three feet.  The kind of lead you want coming down the 18th, a 
two-shot lead and just play for par.
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Q.  On 16 after you stuffed that tee shot, you turned around and (inaudible) to the 
crowd.  Is that because of the pitch shot or because you realized (inaudible)?

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, it was a really good shot and the people behind the green 
were cheering pretty loud already.  When I saw how close it was, I just said all right, let's 
hear it, so give them something to make fun of or just to cheer about and be a little loud.  
They sit there, you know, and watch us, so when somebody hits a great shot, let them... 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit there? 

BERNHARD LANGER:  8-iron.

Q.  How long was the pitch-in, the chip-in at 10?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, the pin was about five or six from the fringe and I was 
probably another six off the green, so about 12, 12 yards.

Q.  When Estoban hit his pitch right after you did, there was a smile on your face.  
I'm pretty sure it wasn't because you, I think it was because you thought it would 
go through?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Right, I was actually pulling for him, it looked like it might just 
get there, but it's almost like the wind kept it out or something.  It just needed one more 
revolution.  We gave each other high fives afterwards just because they were two really 
excellent chip shots obviously.  I told him he has to get rid of all the spin he gets.  It was 
huge because he was through the green in two and I was through the green in three, so 
it looked like it could be a one- or two-shot swing, you never know, and in the end it 
was a one swing in my favor.

Q.  You've got two wins and five Top 3 finishes in your first six events.  Have you 
ever had a stronger start on this Tour?

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, this is the best start.  I've had very good starts before, but 
this is exceptional so far.  I don't think I ever had anything quite like this.

Q.  What was that shot?  I think, was it bad or you looked like you were looking 
for -- it looked like almost a bunker shot?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Exactly.  It was not in the bunker, it was like a foot away from 
the edge of the bunker, but there was no grass, it was all sand and dirt.  I thought I 
probably would get relief from a washed-out area or damaged, or looked like the bunker 
was washed out by the rain or something like that.  It wasn't just where I was, it was the 
whole area.  But anyway, the ref said no, you've got to play it.  It was just a bad break.  I 
told my caddie, I think I need to play this like a bunker shot even though it wasn't in 
sand.  There was sand all around it, but there was hardly any grass, it was all dirt.  So I 
just opened my lob wedge up and tried to play a flop shot but hit it fat into the ground 
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like it was sand, and it was a magnificent shot.  I hit it to about eight feet or so and made 
the putt.

Q.  You played at Augusta last week.  The short game, does that help you 
(inaudible)?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Probably did a little bit.  I practiced a lot short game at 
Augusta.  Augusta, I'm going to miss more greens because I'm hitting a lot of 3-irons, 
4-irons, hybrids, firm greens, so I could hit great shots and they might not stay on the 
green, so I'm going to be chipping a lot at Augusta and I knew that.  I spent a lot of 
hours, I actually brought three lob wedges and two different sand wedges, all different 
bounce, to find out what works best.  And the grass here's identical to Augusta, the 
whole golf course is similar, so we faced the same kind of lies, you know, tight lies.  That 
probably helped me a little bit.  My chipping was pretty good this week.

Q.  We talked about your start.  How much does it please you personally to be 
playing as well as you're playing and what does that say to you?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's just gratifying to see all the hard work, that it pays off, 
because sometimes you work hard and it doesn't pay off.  I've had stretches in my 
career where I felt like the more I practice, the worse I get, and lately it's been the more 
practice, the better I get.  And I'm very pleased for my caddie, he's making a good living 
as long as I do well, and at the same time I know I only have limited years left, you 
know.  I'm 55 now.  We all know when you get to that 60 mark, it gets harder and harder.  
There's very few guys winning in their 60s, so I'm trying to stay in shape, trying to still 
improve my technique to hopefully have a few more good years out here.

Q.  If I were to follow that up and say it's supposed to get harder and harder as 
you get older but you're making it look easier and easier, how would you respond 
to that?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I'm trying to make it easier and when things look easy, it's  
when you do it very well, right?  I watch sports on TV and when somebody dives 
overboard and does 10 flips and twirls and stuff and lands perfectly in the water, I'm 
going, How did they do that?  Or these skiers, they jump up and do backflips and 
rotations and they land on their skis again.  So when you do something very well, when 
you're an expert, it looks easy.  

So that's why I said I'm trying to make my swing better where even at my age when I 
get stiffer and lose flexibility, lose some strength, have a swing that I can repeat under 
all circumstances, make good contact and improve my chipping, my putting.  I have a lot 
more wisdom, I know what kind of shots I can hit, I know what I can do, what I can't do, 
so that makes up for the lack of distance I might have or other things, the flexibility.  

So I think we, when I say we, there's a lot of us very good over-50 golfers that can 
produce some very good results.  We were talking about it last week.  I think it would be 
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a wonderful idea or recognition if the Major championships in the world would actually 
(inaudible) from the Champions Tour and maybe the Schwab Cup winner, I don't think 
they'd lose anything by doing that, I think they would gain two wonderful players, great 
legends or champions of the game, mostly Major winners and it would be a great 
addition to their tournaments.  So I'll leave it in your court, spread that around.  

Q.  Two questions, you're pairing with Lehman next week?

BERNHARD LANGER:  I am, yes.

Q.  He talked about how you have one of the best demeanors he thinks he's ever 
seen for a golfer.  Good or bad, (inaudible), that's just how it is, and if you make it, 
that requires a lot of practice.  How hard is that to kind of develop that attitude? 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I think I used to have that attitude when I was younger.  I would 
come off the golf course and people said, well, we have no idea, did you shoot 65 or 
85?  You just can't tell.  I said whatever, you know, I give my best.  I was very even keel 
even when I was younger.  Most 18, 20 year olds, they're just like yo-yos, they make 
one bad shot and they just blow up.  I don't think I ever was quite that way.  I'm actually 
having a lot more emotions now the last few years than I think I did in my 20s and 30s.

Q.  Would you have done this 10 years ago to the crowd?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Not too sure, but I get at times ticked off at myself when I 
miscue a few things or when I think badly or make rookie mistakes, what I call rookie 
mistakes, that really ticks me off.  I keep telling my caddie, here's two over-50 year 
olds, we've been out here over 40 years and we do stuff like that.  That just shouldn't 
happen.  

Yeah, I do have a good temperament and you have to be true to yourself.  I always say 
if you tell Lee Trevino to shut up, he probably wouldn't break 80.  He's just the kind of 
guy who needs to talk all the time, that's the way he gets out of his nervousness or 
shows what's going on.  Other guys are more quiet, more reserved, and I was always 
even keel, but I think I'm a little more up-and-down now than I used to be if that makes 
any sense.

Q.  You got off to a great start with three straight birdies.  Starting at 7 you had a 
three-putt you weren't expecting and you had a couple shots that weren't up to 
your standards on 8, 9 and 10 but your short game saved you, and after that you 
went back to normal.  What got you through that little stretch where you weren't 
playing as well as normal except for the short game and as soon as you got to 12 
you seemed fine again?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Exactly, the short game got me through.  I actually played a 
really good shot into 7.  No, is 6 the par 5?  Yeah.  I hit a third shot in there to about six 
feet and I think I left it short on-line.  I thought it was downhill and fast and I left it short 

Greater Gwinnett Championship

 www.tee-scripts.com 4

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/greater-gwinnett-championship-2013/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/greater-gwinnett-championship-2013/


on-line.  I mean, you could kick yourself when you leave a six-foot putt short, that's just 
unheard of. 

Q.  You were in real thick stuff there or just close to it, the tee shot off 7.  The 
second shot looked really good.  Were you just in the rough?  You weren't in the 
real thick stuff right of the rough? 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, not in the thick stuff, it was sitting up pretty good.  I just 
had a long way in, full 6-iron.  That was a terrible three-putt.  But then the chip shots on 
8, the bunker shot off grass on 9 and then the pitch-in on 10 and then an up-and-down 
out of the bunker on 11, it was like four in a row that missed the green, or 7 I didn't miss 
the green.  Anyways, which really were key saves.  Actually, they were four, 8, 9, 10, 11 
and a three-putt on 7.  That just settled me down.  From 12 on I just started making 
better swings and still aggressive.  I hit a great shot into 11 -- 12, sorry, great shot into, 
great tee shot on 13 and 14.  Just on and on I gave myself opportunities, just couldn't 
make any putts.

Q.  When you were playing the regular Tour, did you ever consider playing up 
here, or just the schedule, you didn't want to play the week after the Masters?

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's right, I always felt it was better for me to take the week 
off before the Masters and get some rest because I used to play the PLAYERS 
Championship, that was two weeks before, right?  So I always played in that, and then I 
didn't feel I wanted to play here as well and go into the Masters being tired.  So I always 
played the PLAYERS Championship and focused on that.  That's why I never showed 
up here really.  I wish I had if I had known it was this good.

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies on 3, 4, 5, do you remember?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, No. 3 was driver today into the wind and then 9-iron to 
about 18 feet.  The par 5 was actually not a good tee shot, very close to the water left, 
hooked it too much, and then hit an 8-iron over the trees, laid up and then gap wedge 
and about a 16-foot putt.  And 5 was three brilliant shots, hit a driver way down there, 
crushed that thing, had a gap wedge over that tree, which it's hard to do, and spun it 
back from the back edge to about 10 feet and made the putt.

DAVE SENKO:  Any more questions?  Thanks, Bernhard.

BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome.  
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