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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:    AMANDA BLUMENHERST 
Thursday, March 21, 2013 
 

MODERATOR:  We welcome Amanda Blumenherst.  Great round, 3-under 69.  Great 
round.  Your opening thoughts on the round? 

 
AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  Thank you.  No, it was solid, it was solid golf.  I've been 

struggling off the tee a little bit, so it was nice to hit a few fairways and it just was 

hitting really solid ball striking.  It was fun.  It's been a while, so it was good to get a 
low number in there. 

 
MODERATOR:  Three birdies on the front and you had the eagle on the 10th.  Take 

us through the eagle.  
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  Oh, the eagle was great.  I had a beautiful drive and 

then crushed a 3-wood to about 9 feet and made the putt so it was a fun hole. 
 

MODERATOR:  Your fourth year on Tour, you've had some ups and downs.  What 
was your, I guess, perspective on kind of going through you've been through missed 

cuts, dealing with the struggles on Tour and trying to bounce back.  Obviously coming 

off a missed cut last week, you did a pretty good job of coming out strong.  
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  Thank you.  You know, it's tough out here.  I mean, 
these girls are great.  The competition is just phenomenal.  So you really truly are 

playing the golf course because you can feel like you have a great round and still not 
make the cut or still you're not really in the hunt.  So just trying to focus on my game, 

putting the pieces together and trying to get better each tournament. 

 
MODERATOR:  Now you're pretty much a newlywed, you got married in the off 

season.  You said you had the honeymoon of your dreams.  How hard was that to 
kind of come back and kind of get back to work?  

 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  Well, we didn't want to leave.  We went to Jamaica, it 
was awesome, it was absolutely beautiful.  We were there for 10 days and we came 

back mid January, so I had some time to get the rust off, get the golf clubs, get some 
practicing in and be able to focus.  

 
MODERATOR:  I have to ask, you're a Duke grad, Duke basketball fan.  You said 

you filled out your bracket.  I'm assuming it's pretty much a given you picked Duke to 
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win?  

 
AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  Oh, of course, Duke all the way.  My parents went to 

Indiana, though, so I have them in the finals.  So we have a family house divided. 
 

MODERATOR:  Perfect.  Questions for Amanda?    

 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  I just had a very solid round of golf.  I mean, I really 

didn't line it up where I was dropping long putts.  I was hitting the ball really well and 
when I hit it within six feet, they were the birdie putts and the eagle, so I just played 

consistent golf.  

 
Q.  And all that success as an amateur.  Is that tough to come out here and not 
experience that right away?  How do you work that around your noggin?  
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  Well, definitely I had very high expectations, so the first 

couple years were tough just getting over the fact that I wasn't in my mind meeting 
them, even though I was playing well across the board, but I had expected so much 

out of myself.  And now I'm just trying to pull back, pull those good memories out of 
hibernation a little bit, remember that U.S. Amateur win, grab some confidence. 

 
Q.  Do you start to question yourself and your game?  
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  A little.  It's easy to question, like it was easy for 
question myself just the last couple years.  It's been a little rough compared to how I 

played in college, but every time I have a round like this, I see glimmer, a glimmer of 
what -- how I had played in amateur golf and it's still there. 

 

Q.  And you had a couple putts lip out, didn't you?   
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  I did.  I was putting really well today.  I had a couple 
putts that were just in and out, so those fall, it's a lot lower. 

 
Q.  Did the wind come into play at all out there?   
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  The last couple holes.  The last couple holes are 
straight into the wind.  18 was playing pretty difficult.  We actually had a two-group 

backup on the tee, so it kind of felt like they were icing the kicker a little bit.  
 

Q.  How is this course, if at all, that much different from La Costa from last 
year?  
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  They really are fairly similar.  This is very hilly as 
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opposed to La Costa, but you're wanting to hit really solid iron shots into the greens 

because the greens are fairly large and the fairways are pretty generous, too.  I see 
similarities. 

 
Q.  I'm curious about when you came out here, did you feel like you were 
playing that much differently than in college, or was it just the competition a lot 
different? 
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  My rookie year, now that I look back, I see that I 
actually played pretty well.  It's just the competition is that good.  I think that if 

probably I had had those numbers in college, I would have been up at the top in 
college.  It just shows you how amazing these women are. 

 

Q.  And then did you feel like, okay, I've really got to step this up, I've got -- how 
much work did you then feel like you had to do to reach that other level? 

 
AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  I mean, golf isn't a game of perfect, but now that I'm -- 

when I saw how good the competition really is, I try to become perfect, practice and 

practice so much more, especially on my short game.  I really focus on that.  I was 
getting help from Stan Utley with my short game, which has improved quite a bit.  But 

yeah, it's definitely needing to sharpen all the skills.  
 

Q.  And did you feel coming into the season, coming off the wedding and the 
honeymoon and all that, did you feel like you were going to get off to a good 
start, or what sense did you have of your game when the season started?  
 
AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  That was one of the more frustrating parts of the first 

two tournaments is I actually went into them very confident.  I felt like I was playing 
well.  The practice sessions that I had were going smoothly and I was feeling 

confident, so that was a little tough to not shoot what I felt I was capable of.  So it was 

nice to have a day like today where the pieces are falling into place a little bit more. 
 

MODERATOR:  Any other questions? 
 

Q.  What kind of day does this do mentally?  Physically you were there, but 
what's it do upstairs?  
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  It's a great confidence booster to see that I'm still 
capable of those numbers and that I kept the ball in play every time, and hitting it solid 

and made some putts, so it's a huge, huge confidence builder. 
 

Q.  Talk about your driving.  Were you really struggling with it?  
 
AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  The last couple years, that was the part that had fallen 

apart was my tee ball.  So hitting it a lot straighter, much better contact, and so that's 



 www.tee-scripts.com 4 

obviously -- I mean, they say drive for show, putt for dough.  For me, it was drive for 

dough, too. 
 

Q.  With so many women out here (inaudible.)  
 

AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  Exactly, yeah.  

 
Q.  (inaudible)  
 
AMANDA BLUMENHERST:  Yes.  It's much easier to make birdie from the fairway, 

or par. 
 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  All right.  Thanks for coming in. 

 
AMANDA BLUMENHURST:  You're welcome. 
 

 

 


