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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:    STACY LEWIS 
Tuesday, March 19, 2013 
 

 

MODERATOR:  Okay, everybody.  I would like to welcome in Rolex ranks No. 1 
Stacy Lewis, and I'm sure it hasn't gotten old just yet.  It's probably been a whirlwind 

48 hours since your win in Phoenix.  Since you were here yesterday, you went to go 

work out in the morning with your trainer.  Was there any celebrating?  What's the 
past 48 hours really been like? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  It's been pretty crazy.  I stayed with Betsy King last week, so we just 

went back to her house afterwards and she was nice enough to cook us a nice dinner 

and just sat around with my dad and my team and we just kind of did a little 
celebration there.  It was funny that night, I was going to the airport and I got a text 

from my trainer and he said -- he's coming out this week and he said, I'll see you at 
the gym at 9:00 a.m.  So he's kind of the one person that it's great that we did that, 

but we have to get back to work, too. 
 

MODERATOR:  Now it was projected you were going to be NO. 1 after your win, so 

you pretty much knew, but Monday morning the official rankings come out.  What was 
the feeling when you actually saw your name next to No. 1 was it any different, was 

that kind of what hit home, you were like, I did it, there I am?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  It was a little strange definitely to see myself there.  I don't think it's 

really kind of hit me over the last two days just people have come up to me.  One of 
my friends, her parents live in Boston and they said I was on the front page of the 

Boston Globe, and then just kind of how big it really is and how much publicity it's 
gotten.  I didn't realize it was such a big deal at the time, but it's kind of hit me the 

more I've talked about it and the more people that have said congratulations and that 

they saw it. 
 

MODERATOR:  I'm sure your text messages, email, fax machine, Twitter, whatever 
you have is going to be blown up.  Talk about, I guess, the most special person that 

reached out to you, something that really kind of hit home that you said, Wow, thanks 
for reaching out, this is a big deal. 

 

STACY LEWIS:  I got a bunch of them.  I turned my phone on, I think I had at least 
60 texts when I first turned it on and haven't gotten back to all of them obviously.  But 

the coolest one I think is the one I got from Yani.  I know she may have said that she 
wanted to lose that spot to kind of help her, but I know she didn't want to lose No. 1 
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and she was very just very nice to me and congratulations, you played awesome, and 

kind of added at the end that she was coming after me now and to watch out.  We 
kind of have a cool relationship built over the last few years and I think it's something 

that's going to continue over the next couple. 
 

MODERATOR:  There's been so much talk about the stigma, the pressure of No. 1 

both on the women's side, the men's side.  It's been said that you think you'll thrive in 
that.  What are you looking forward to the most holding the No. 1 spot having that 

target on your back every week?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know, I don't know what I'm looking forward to.  I just know 
that I'm going to have fun.  I know there's a lot of people that would love to be in my 

position right now and that's why I just want to have fun and enjoy it.  I'm not going to 

say I want to be in this position for a certain number of weeks or years because you 
can't do that, there's too many other good players out here.  So I'm going to just enjoy 

this position and keep trying to win golf tournaments. 
 

MODERATOR:  Let's talk about the fellow who's joining us here to your left. 

 
STACY LEWIS:  This little guy. 

 
MODERATOR:  Last week they had some players featured as bobbleheads, you had 

one of your own, but it looks like you got the exclusive edition Mike Whan 
bobblehead.  I don't know what his review of that would be, but we saw you post on 

Twitter kind of your edition of Where in the World is Mike Whan.  So talk about how 

that idea came up and where that's going. 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, everybody got bobbleheads of me last week and we were kind 
of playing around with them, so I thought I could have some fun with Mike.  And the 

tournament actually gave it to me, I think this is the only one.  So he had some fun out 

on the golf course today, he drove a Kia, he was kind of popping out of the hole at 
one point.  So we just kind it had some fun with it, had some fun with Mike.  I told him 

I was doing that, so he was fine with it.  
 

MODERATOR:  Questions for Stacy?  
 

Q.  Hi, Stacy.  Dave Smith, NBC here locally.  Welcome.  Saw you out there on 
18 as you were finishing up a little practice round today.  Can you tell us your 
thoughts about 18?  It's kind of a special finishing hole and interested to hear 
what you think about that. 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I think you look at this golf course, I think 18's the best hole 

on the course.  The fact it's the finishing hole makes it even better.  It's a hard driving 
hole.  It's maybe not driver depending on the wind, but I think there's going to be a lot 

happening on that hole, good and bad probably.  It will definitely make for a good 
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finish to this tournament. 

 
Q.  Stacy, your back issues have been well chronicled.  I'm wondering, did you 
ever consider going to the belly putter or anchoring or long putter because of 
your back, and where do you stand on that proposed rule change? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I have played a round with a belly putter, kind of just had some 
friends that had one.  It's hard, I can't do it.  I've never had any issues with my back 

as far as putting too long or anything like that so I've never had to go to it that way.  I 
think it's hard.  I think people, if you can putt that way, more power to you.  I really 

don't have a problem with it.  I have more of a problem actually with viewers being 
able to call in rulings, but I think there's other things in the game.  You look at how far 

everybody's hitting the ball right now and how much the ball spins and the grooves on 

wedges, I think there's a lot more bigger issues than whether you're anchoring a 
putter or not. 

 
Q.  In the aftermath of your win and the rules thing and all that, obviously the 
focus was on the win, which it should have been, you just made mention of the 
viewer thing, so expand on that a little more.  What really gets to you about that 
ability for a viewer to do that? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, I think the hard part about our situation is Travis didn't even 

know that his foot moved until he saw it on TV.  He didn't know it even moved.  So the 
hard part is that I think a viewer at home doesn't know what your intent of what you're 

doing in that situation.  And if I had seen Travis do that, I probably would have called 

the penalty and he would have told me if he did that, but neither one of us knew that 
we did it at the time.  So it was just a weird and it was a tough situation.   

 
But it was strange, that night I had an unbelievable sense of calm about the whole 

situation.  I walked out of the media center and my dad and Travis and my coach 

were kind of sitting on the side of the putting green not really saying anything, had 
their heads down, and I kind of clapped my hands, and I said, Hey, we've got a golf 

tournament to win.  It's not a big deal, we're going to move on and we're going to win 
this tournament, and that was my mindset the whole time. 

 
Q.  Separate follow-up, the last holes here, you talked about 18.  How about 16 
and 17?  16, did you try that today?  I saw players were kind of trying both 
things.  And then 17's one of the longer par 5s, just seems like a neat closing 
stretch.  But tell us a little bit about 16 and 17. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, 16, obviously from the up tee it will be drivable.  I hit it on the 

front of the green today, so I think 16, a lot will depend where the pin is.  If it's a back 

pin and it's drivable, I don't really know if it's worth it.  And I think a lot of this golf 
course is, depending on the hole locations kind much where you hit it, whether you go 

for a par 5 or whether you don't. 
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And then a lot -- actually, a lot of the par 5s on this golf course, they kind of have to 
move some tees up to make them reachable.  So I would like to see them do that just 

to create some variation in there so you're not just kind of driver, 3-wood, wedge.  It 
gets a little monotonous at times. 

 

Q.  Congratulations on No. 1. 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Thank you. 
 

Q.  Talk about your back issues growing up.  Did you ever think growing up all 
those days in the back brace that you would ever be No. 1 on the LPGA Tour?  
And talking to that, if so, like who was your number one motivating person that 
kept pushing you along every time you wanted to give up potentially? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, as far as the golf side, I never really dreamed of being on Tour 
playing golf.  I played golf because I liked it and my dad told me I needed to get a 

college scholarship, so that was kind of the reason that I played.  And then, I mean, if 

you look throughout my back stuff, it was probably my mom.  She was the one that, 
we went back and forth to the doctor over and over again.  And there were plenty of 

times that I took my brace off and told her that I wasn't going to wear it anymore and 
she said, No, you're going to put that thing back on.  And she was the one that really 

kind of put that mentality, that never-give-up mentality in me that it wasn't an option.  I 
was going to wear the brace, we were going to do this, we were going to do that, and 

it was going to be fine at the end.  She put that -- I think the way I am on the golf 

course now is because of that. 
 

Q.  Can you speak about the global growth of the LPGA?  This year there's 28 
full-field events and just 14 in the U.S., one less than last year.  Do you think it's 
fair to say that golf is growing more around the world, women's golf maybe 
more around the world than in the U.S.?    
 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I think the whole game is becoming more global just 
because of the players that we have.  We have players from Thailand, so we have a 

tournament in Thailand.  We have players in Japan, so we have a tournament in 
Japan.  So I think it's fair to say we go play where our players are from, and I think 

that's only fair to them.  They come and play here, so we should go play there, too.   

 
At the same time, it's a U.S. based Tour and we want to keep it that way, so I think 

the more events we can get in the U.S. is definitely always better for the Tour.  We've 
added some domestic events and I feel like we're moving in the right direction, but I 

think it would be unfair if we didn't go play where all of our stars are from. 

 
Q.  Just to follow up, five majors this year and you have three of the 
tournaments, there's an off week before the event.  Do you like having an off 
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week in terms of preparation or would you prefer to be playing a lot up until the 
events? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  I would rather be playing.  I always seem to play better when I have 
kind of some momentum going, so I would definitely rather play leading up to majors.  

But can't really do too much about that.  But a lot of the times it's hard if we play in the 

States and then the next week we play in France.  The travel is too hard, so in that 
aspect I don't mind it so much. 

 
Q.  Without giving away too many secrets, your reading of greens is something 
that's really improved.  It seems kind of a blend of some science and other 
stuff.  Again without giving too much away, can you explain how that works? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yep.  Well, it's Aimpoint and everybody can go take a class and 
learn it, so I guess it's not too much of a secret.  But I learned it, gosh it's been almost 

three years, two and a half, three years.  It's really based on gravity and how water 
flows off of a green.  So every time I walk up to a whole, I'm trying to find a straight 

putt, and once you find a straight putt, it's how much slope there -- what affects the 

read is how much slope is there and then how far away you are from the straight putt.  
So the further you get from the straight putt, the more it's going to break.  So it's a 

combination of that and you have a little chart that gives you the exact read for every 
single putt.  So it's really, it's almost like cheating.  I can walk around and have down 

to the inch how far every putt's going to break.  So I can -- and that's the thing, too, is 
you're walking around, you're feeling it with your feet versus looking at it, and that's 

kind of the big difference because a lot of times golf courses try to throw you off 

visually with mounds or hills or whatever it may be on how putts break. 
 

MODERATOR:  It sounds easy. 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Pretty easy, right?  

 
Q.  One more question if I may.  Can you give your assessment of the field per 
se.  Here you are No. 1 and this tournament is being touted as having 99 of the 
Top 100 players here.  Talk about the competition.  Talk about what it means to 
have everyone show up in that manner for this tournament. 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I think it shows to the sponsor and the venue and where we 

are that everybody wants to be here.  Anytime I think you can get the best players in 
the world together on the same golf course, that's -- I mean, what more can you ask 

for?  I mean, I want to win when the best players are there.  That's when you want to 
win those tournaments.  Certainly I think we have all of -- a lot of the Top 20, 30 in the 

rankings are here and it's a tremendous field for -- I think a lot of it actually has to do 

with leading up to a major, that usually kind of gets people there.  But Kia always puts 
on such a great event that everybody seems to show up for it. 
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Q.  If you have similar conditions to what you have today, what would you see 
as the scoring being like here and what's going to be the most difficult part 
about the golf course? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I mean, I see -- I'm never good at the numbers thing, 

but I see scores being fairly low just because the greens are pretty soft.  But there's 

also going to be some high scores; if you get on the wrong side of the greens, you 
can make some big numbers pretty easy.  But I think scoring will be good.  It's hard to 

tell.  A new course, you kind of never know.  But there's the par 5s you're going to all 
have wedges into.  There's some holes where you don't really have a lot of long irons 

into holes, you have some mid irons, so I think it's going to be fairly scorable. 
 

Q.  Is it a good prep course for the Kraft in two weeks say compared to 
(inaudible) much of a difference, do you think? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  This course really isn't much like that course at the Kraft 
unfortunately.  Beside the long one of -- this one's pretty hilly, different greens, slower 

greens than we're going to see at the majors.  Other than the long rough, I don't think 

it's really going to help too much other than I think it's just more the fact that it's just 
getting to play and having to make some putts.  That always helps you kind of get 

ready for a major. 
 

MODERATOR:  That's it.  Thanks for joining us.  Good luck this week. 
 

STACY LEWIS:  All right.  Thank you. 
 

 


