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MODERATOR:  All right.  We'd like to welcome Lizette Salas to the interview room.  

Congratulations, a tremendous round out there for you today.  First off, take me 
through the day and what was really working well for you.  

 
LIZETTE SALAS:  Let's see, I took a little different strategy with putting today.  I got a 

couple tips from Nancy Lopez yesterday.  She was watching me all 18 holes and 
figured I might go along with her advice since she was, you know, a pretty decent 

player.  That's what was really working for me today.  Six birdies, no bogeys, just 

made some clutch putts for par.  Wasn't quite hitting it as good as I wanted to today 
compared to yesterday and the day before, but I just stayed patient, and even though 

I got in trouble, I still made good up-and-downs for par and I just stayed calm and just 
smiled a lot out there. 

 

MODERATOR:  You've talked a lot about Nancy being one of your mentors and I 
know you had met her before, but for her to come out and watch you for 18 holes, I 

saw that you tweeted about it, you got to have dinner with her.  What was that whole 
experience like and to get that sort of advice from her?  

 
LIZETTE SALAS:  Oh, gosh it was one of the best days of my career so far.  I was 

kind of struggling on the front nine yesterday and she pulled up in her cart and she 

said, Am I going to have to show you how to do this?  And I was like ohhhh.   I shifted 
into gear and I shot 32 on my back nine.  She said, Yeah, that works.  Just having 

dinner with her.  I didn't expect her to watch 18 holes, I thought she was going to take 
off after nine.  But it was such an honor for her to watch my game and to get 

compliments from her is so important to me.  We had dinner, my dad came too, my 

caddie, we all had dinner, shared stories.  She's just a lovely person, not just a great 
golfer, but she's an amazing woman with lots of good stories.  She told me her 

Solheim Cup stories and it's a great, great day for me and my dad. 
 

MODERATOR:  Speaking of the Solheim Cup, this is the year when everybody from 
the U.S. or Europe is really focused on trying to make the team.  You've been earning 

points along the way and really have a decent shot of making this team in your 

second year on the LPGA Tour.  What would it mean for you to be on that U.S. team, 
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and is it something that you're thinking about as you're playing this year or do you 

have to kind of keep it in the back of your mind?  
 

LIZETTE SALAS:  It's definitely a goal for me this year to make Solheim Cup.  And 
there's so many great American golfers playing right now, I don't want to get too 

ahead of myself or get too caught up in those points because we have 14 or 15 

events left before they pick the team.  I'm just trying to play my kind of golf, staying 
patient and making those clutch putts.  My name has been on the leaderboard a little 

bit in Thailand and Singapore and so I'm trying not to look at the leaderboard so 
much, but it's kind of cool having my name up there.  Come August, if they pick me 

for Solheim Cup, that would mean so much to me and my family. 
 

MODERATOR:  You talked a little bit about being up at the top of the leaderboard.  

You had a very solid rookie year last year and now you seem to be building off of that.  
What did you take from last year and how much confidence in how you were able to 

perform last year carry over in what you've been able to do so far?  
 

LIZETTE SALAS:  I've just been making a couple swing changes and just listening to 

my instructor out of Palos Verdes and listening to my dad and now taking advice from 
Nancy and just been playing so comfortably the last couple of months.  My off season 

was a little short, but just kind of keep that momentum going from last year, not 
playing with any expectations from last year, just going on and playing solid golf, and 

just if the putts roll in, fine.  If not, there's a next hole. 
 

Q.  I want to ask you one more.  I know both your mom and dad were out here 
today.  We've talked about how much a role your dad played in your golfing 
career.  What does it mean for you to have them out there?  I know your dad 
was there in Asia as well following along.  
 

LIZETTE SALAS:  Yeah, my mom flew out this morning and just to have them here 

makes me smile a lot more.  Just to hear my mom scream in the background, you 
know, the little little nicknames she gives me, I was like oh, mom.  Just kind of takes 

the whole pressure off of trying to win a tournament or trying to be Top 10 or 
whatever.  It just relaxes me just to have them here, and being in Arizona not too far 

from California makes it a lot better and I have friends and family that live out here, so 
I'm playing very comfortably here. 

 

MODERATOR:  Any goals heading into tomorrow, final day of the tournament, seeing 
yourself up there on the top of the leaderboard?  

 
LIZETTE SALAS:  You know, just making putts, staying present and not getting too 

caught up on the leaderboard.  That's the thing, I'm not going to look at the 

leaderboard tomorrow, I'm just going to go out there and play my kind of golf.  I've 
had three solid days and if I can make it one more day, that would be great. 
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MODERATOR:  Wonderful.  Thank you so much for joining us and best of luck 

tomorrow. 
 

LIZETTE SALAS:  Thank you. 
 


