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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JIM GALLAGHER, JR. 
Friday, March 15, 2013 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Jim, 5-under, 66 today to open the Toshiba Classic.  Just a few 
thoughts about your round today.  I sort of explained your situation and everything.  
Everybody knows what you've got to do, so just talk about today. 
 
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  You know, overall I didn't finish the way I should have, but I 
scored it very well, played very solid.  Made a great par on 10, my first hole, and just kind 
of, you know, sensed the momentum.  Birdied 11, trying to remember what I birdied then.  
Par 3s, birdied both the par 3s on the back nine, birdied 16 and birdied 18, so shot 
5-under.  The wind kind of picked up our second nine and killed my drive on 3.  I hit a 
7-iron in there and made eagle there, which was awesome to get it to 7.  And I was 
relaxed most of the day.  A little hiccup at 5, a 3-putt, made bogey, came back with a good 
birdie at 6 and, you know, I felt pretty good.  We had a little bit of a wait on 8, missed the 
green, didn't get up and down.  And 9 I drove it left in the trees and then didn't get up and 
down for the front.  But overall, good start.  Like I said, I know my situation.  It's not the 
best situation, but I've got opportunities and that's what you have got -- I've got to tell 
myself and just trust what I have got and know that I am good enough to do it.  So we'll 
see what happens. 
  
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you just elaborate little details on the birdies if you could, what 
you hit in, how long your putts were.  
 
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  All right.  Let's see, back 11, I hit a 60-degree sand wedge in 
there.  I think I hit about 60 yards, drove almost really too close to the green and made 
about a 10-footer for birdie there.  Par 3, 13, I hit a 7-iron in there, about 6 inches, almost 
made it there.  It was a great shot there.  16, had 136 I think to the -- wait a second.  I've 
got my book.  That's a lot easier than trying to guess.  I used to do TV.  I used to know 
how to do all this stuff.  Been a while since I've been in here so I'm kind of new at this.  
Let's see, what did I have in there?  16, yeah, 135, I hit a little 9-iron out of the rough and 
made about a 25-footer there.  So that was a really good putt.  Next par 3, hit there about 
with a 6-iron, probably had about an eight-footer for birdie.  Then a great up and down out 
of the bunker on 18, hit it left and had to kind of bump it into the fringe and got it up there 
about three feet.  So turned in 31 and just, you know, I'm the kind of player, I play with a 
lot of confidence and I kept on that roll.  The reverse of that sometimes is when I get down 
on myself, I kind of go the other direction.  But that was a good start.  The eagle, like I said 
at 3, I had 209 to the pin, I hit 7-iron straight downwind.  So killed my drive there, bet I hit 
that drive 350, and 5 -- 
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PHIL STAMBAUGH:   How long was your putt? 
  
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  Putt was about 20 feet, 20 feet up the hill.  5, 3-putted from 
about 35 feet and then, like I said, 6 I hit an 8-iron in about 20, 25 feet and made that for 
birdie.  And then did not get it up and down, missed about a 10-footer for par at 8 and then 
drove it under the trees at 9, hit a great punch shot just off the fringe about -- it was 40 feet 
from the pin and missed about a five-footer there for par.  So overall, like I said, I scored 
well.  I drove the ball well at times and that's been my biggest thing in the last year or so is 
I haven't driven the ball well and I haven't putted all that great.  And I took advantage of 
some good drives and got away with a few except for the last couple holes. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I was going to say, you just kind of touched on it, just sort of assess 
your two years on the Champions Tour to this point. 
 
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  Well, I started a couple tournaments into it two years ago and I 
felt like for not playing really full-time schedule golf for 10 years that it was -- I gave myself 
about a B minus on that year.  I didn't obviously finish in the Top 30, but I had a couple 
Top 10s, felt pretty good about it, got off to a decent start last year.  And I fought myself, 
and that's my biggest problem because my wife, my kids are convincing me that I'm good 
enough.  I just have to convince myself.  That's the hardest thing.  It's a tough gig out 
here.  You look at the career I had and the access out here is very difficult.  These guys 
can play.  I had a great career on the PGA Tour, but I chose to stay home for several 
years and stay with my family and that was my decision, and so I fell off the lifetime 
money list, which would have been a way in.  So I've got a couple opportunities.  I'm going 
to play this week and next week and then the Senior PGA.  We'll just see what happens.  
Qualify when I can, maybe get some exemptions, hopefully some people take care of me 
and give me an opportunity.  But I've got opportunities now.  I've got to take advantage of 
those.  That's the biggest thing. 
  
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Questions.  John? 
  
Q   Jim, do you feel almost like having this back against the wall, you've got to win 
obviously to continue playing, do you feel like that makes you play better or does 
that stick in the back of your mind and you're always conscious of it and could be 
detrimental? 
  
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  The worst part was sitting there in November and December and 
the anxiety, what are you going to do.  That was the worst part.  Once I'm out here, today I 
was just relaxed.  I said a little prayer and said get rid of the anxiety.  That's the hardest 
part.  Like I said, it was good and I really -- I wasn't nervous the last two holes.  I just didn't 
hit the couple shots I should have.  But, you know, you try not to think about it.  It's there.  I 
mean, I'm not stupid to it.  But in my career I've played pretty good when my back was 
against the wall.  This is different because the thing that hurt me was I quit playing full time 
golf for a little while.  That's been the hardest thing for me is to believe what's there. 
 
But I felt good coming in here.  I felt like I was swinging good.  I felt like things were good.  
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I putted pretty good today.  Like I said, I made a lot of putts.  If you look back, I haven't 
made this many putts in a long time of this length.  And so that was a great putting week 
for me.  You know, it is what it is, but I've got an opportunity.  It's a lot better than some, 
you know.  We'll just see what happens. 
 
Q   You touched on it before about how it sounds like in some way you can be your 
own worst enemy.  How do you block that out or how do you change that? 
  
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  I just think the last couple months at home just sitting there going 
like, you know, you can fight it like you did last year or you can just play and take this as 
an opportunity, not as a death sentence.  I think that's the thing you try to approach it with.  
Now whether I do or not, I don't know.  I've got my brother out there caddieing, it's 
awesome to have him.  He trusts in me.  So, you know, everyone else is trusting in me, 
why not trust myself.  That's a hard thing.  That's a hard thing.  I think any time you see 
players when they're playing good, they trust, they believe everything they're going to do, 
and that's why they're great players.  And I was there.  It's just sometimes deep in your 
brain you forget.  I just -- I'm just going to go out and try to enjoy it because I've made it a 
death sentence when it's not fun.  That's why I quit.  It wasn't -- not quit, but that's why I 
cut back.  It just wasn't any fun.  Today was enjoyable.  It was a tough back nine with the 
wind, but it's enjoyable.  I'm 51, 52 years old.  I'm getting to do something I love and I 
forgot that. 
 
Q   Yeah, it certainly, once you put that the emphasis back on that -- 
 
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  Yeah, I forgot that.  I forgot how much I loved that.  That's the 
hard part. 
 
Q   What's your brother's name?  
 
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  Jeff Gallagher, little brother.  Sometimes he's called something 
else. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  That's got to help too. 
  
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  It does.  He's a great player.  You know where he really helps 
me, he's helped me the most, is in the wind because he's such a good wind player that I 
trust him.  If he tells me it's a 7-iron, I trust him.  That's a great thing.  When he tells me 
the ball is going to go two balls to the right, it's going to do that.  That's my job to trust it.  
You may not always execute it, but you stay in that process.  And that's a big plus to have 
someone who wants you to do as well as you do. 
 
Q   Sure.  So you're saying you didn't like the way you felt about golf two years 
ago? 
  
JIM GALLAGHER, JR.:  I just was -- I wasn't swinging at it very good and it wasn't any 
fun and I wasn't playing very well and it just, you know, I would fight the fact that I'd just as 
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soon be home, and then I'd get home and go I'd just as soon be playing.  And I fought 
that, and so finally -- there was a reason I was home.  You know, I've got a lot to be 
thankful for.  So we'll see.  Great kids, great wife, you know. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Jim, thanks.   Good luck tomorrow. 

 

 


