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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   CANDIE KUNG 
Thursday, March 14, 2013 
 

MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome Candie Kung into the interview room.  Candie, 

thanks for stopping in.  
 

CANDIE KUNG:  Thank you. 
 

MODERATOR:  Today in your round you had an eagle, five birdies and one bogey on 

the last hole.  I know we were just talking and you said you have absolutely no idea 
how you shot that.  Can you just take me through the day? 

 
CANDIE KUNG:  I had no idea.  I struggled last year on the greens here, and this 

year I played with a couple of the club champions here and they told me some 
secrets about the greens but I didn't get to experience it until today.  So I was kind of 

confused on the greens, on how it's going.  It breaks towards the hotel, toward the 

valley, whatever it is.  I was just confused.  Plus, I didn't hit the putts on the center of 
the face at all the whole time.  I have absolutely no idea how those balls went in, but I 

was able to miss my shot close to the hole.  I hit about two shots on the club face 
today.  It's funny.  

 

MODERATOR:  So with all that being said, what are your thoughts heading into 
tomorrow?  Are they still good?  

 
CANDIE KUNG:  I hope so.  I mean, I hope it goes my way.  I'm going to go the 

range and work it out.  Hopefully I can find the feeling that I had in Singapore, I played 
pretty good there.  I was feeling pretty good in Singapore both putting and hitting.  I 

just wasn't hitting it far enough off the tee.  Now I'm getting my distance back off the 

tee, so hopefully I can get the same feel in the swing. 
 

MODERATOR:  I know you grew up in Taiwan but only started playing golf when you 
moved to the U.S. in 1995.  How was that transition for you?  

 

CANDIE KUNG:  It was hard.  I didn't play golf when I was in Taiwan.  Eighth grader, 
I had all my friends at home, didn't know anybody here, had no place to go, so all I 

had to do was play golf.  That's all I did, going to the golf course and meet some 
friends there hopefully because they see a girl playing and they thought, what can this 

girl do.  But it was hard. 
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Q.  (inaudible)  
 

CANDIE KUNG:  I just laugh about today and I actually get mad when I hit it solid all 
day and not make a single putt.  It's weird.  It's golf.  I've talked to a couple people 

already and one of them is my dad.  He's like, just keep hitting it, I don't care how you 

hit it, just put it close to the flag and hopefully it goes in.  Okay, I'll do that. 
 

MODERATOR:  Is there anything specific you're going to work on? 
 

CANDIE KUNG:  Yeah, there's actually a couple things that we were working on in 
the swing the last week and I think I might have overdone it a little bit.  I'm going to try 

to figure that out. 

 
Q.  Can you talk a little bit about having trouble finding your bearings on the 
course?  What do you think it is about this course that maybe has you feeling a 
little off the mark today? 

 

CANDIE KUNG:  I think the greens are tricky.  They're firm, but they roll slow.  I don't 
get it.  There's two holes where we hit like 7-iron, which it should stop pretty quick, it 

just takes off.  It just takes one big hop and it goes all the way to the back of the 
green.  We have no idea, how, why that happened.  We couldn't find a pitch mark, but 

then when you putt, the greens are so slow and it goes towards the valley or it goes 
towards hotels, whatever that is. 

 

Q.  (inaudible)  
 

CANDIE KUNG:  Yeah, a little bit.  I don't know which one's which, but my back nine, 
my back nine, the line off the tee is a lot harder than the one in the front.  The one in 

the front I feel like it's more wide open, it's a little easier than the front nine, I thought. 

 
Q.  Could you walk us through the stretch where you had the two birdies and 
the eagle, just what shots you played and distance on the eagle? 
 

CANDIE KUNG:  Distance on the eagle, I had about 240 to the flag, 214 to the front, 
and it was a little bit into the wind.  Balls were flying pretty far for me this week, so I 

was like just kill that 3-wood and hopefully it stops because we know that the green's 

running fast.  Once they hit the ground, the ball just takes off.  So I was hoping for it to 
stop, I couldn't see anything.  It went about 12 feet past the hole. 

 
Q.  Is it tough to adjust to the ball flight when you've been playing at sea level, 
it's a little bit higher here and the air's thinner when you've been playing in the 
high humidity? 
 

CANDIE KUNG:  Oh, thanks for another secret, I was trying to figure that out.  I didn't 
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know why the balls were going so far today or this week.  Thanks for telling me.  Now 

I know, okay.  I was wondering why all my clubs were going four, five yards farther.  Is 
that what it is?  All right, thank you. 

 
MODERATOR:  Any other tips or questions for Candie?  Thank you.  

 

CANDIE KUNG:  Thank you. 
 


