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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   AI MIYAZATO 
Thursday, March 14, 2013 
 
 

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome our current leader, Ai Miyazato, into the 

interview room.  Thanks so much.  What a great round out there today.  This is a 
tournament that you seem to really enjoy playing in, you finished second last year.  

Take me through the day and really what was working well for you out there on the 
golf course. 

 

AI MIYAZATO:  You know, it's just beautiful out there.  It's just always nice to play in 
this tournament, it's very enjoyable, and I just had a good feeling this morning.  I was 

just very happy to be here.  The weather is just awesome and I was like I'm going to 
do this today and there you go, I shot 9-under.  I hit the ball well and my putting was 

really good and I think I had good course management as well and I could control 
myself really well, too, so it was a good day. 

 

MODERATOR:  The phoenix area is a second home for you.  You spend a lot of your 
time here in the off season.  Do you feel at home then when you come and play in 

tournaments here?  When you're back here, does it feel like home to you?  I know 
Japan really is home.   

 

AI MIYAZATO:  Kind of.  I just have a house in Phoenix and I'm just staying home 
nice and relaxed and it makes me feel good, so it feels like a hometown. 

 
MODERATOR:  I know you had to take a week off in Singapore, which you were 

disappointed about, after getting injured in the car accident, but it doesn't seem like 
your game has suffered at all.  How are you feeling, and really what is it about like 

during that time, kind of how did you get yourself prepared to play this week?  

 
AI MIYAZATO:  Well, right after Thailand it was really hard.  Singapore was one of 

my favorite tournaments and I was really disappointed that I couldn't play, but I just 
tried to get nice and easy after that because my neck and my lower back was sore.  

But I think I had a nice time off and now I feel fine.  Just totally feels good, more than 

before the Thailand maybe.  Like I said, it's just so nice to be here and playing a 
tournament again.  It's just really fun. 

 
MODERATOR:  I know we had a little fun at the start of the week.  You kind of joined 
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some of us for the Phoenix Suns game on Monday night.  I know you're a big 

basketball fan, too.  What was that like to get the opportunity to go to a game this 
week and get to take part in that fun off the golf course as well?  

 
AI MIYAZATO:  Right, that game was just so much fun.  I got really good seats right 

behind the basket, and I knew the basketball players are really tall but then I just 

realized how tall they are.  It was like triple-sized to me.  It was relaxed and 
refreshing.  It was inspiring, too.  They can move fast and it was just an inspiring time.  

I just feel good.   
 

Q.  Can you just tell us what happened in the car accident?  I know Paula 
Creamer was involved.  What happened?  Did you have whiplash?  What was 
the result of it for you?  
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Yes, I had whiplash on my neck and my lower back was sore, too.  

But I went to hospital and it wasn't -- my bone was fine and there was nothing wrong, 
but I just felt sore, like really sore, so that's why I decided I'm not going to play in 

Singapore.  But right now I just feel totally fine. 

 
Q.  Where exactly is your house?  Is it in Phoenix proper or is it in Scottsdale? 

 
AI MIYAZATO:  It's in Phoenix nearby the airport.  It's like 10 minutes away from the 

airport.  It's on the golf course. 
 

Q.  Could you take us through the late stretch where you made the eagle and 
you were 5-under in the four holes, if you can just kind of walk us through that 
stretch, some of your distances?  
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Wow, I can't remember.  I remember the eagle.  I hit middle of the 

fairway and there was 232 to the pin on my second shot in and I hit the easy 3-wood, 

and my eagle putt was like 20 feet.  And before eagle, did I make -- yeah, I made one 
birdie and after eagle I made two birdies, so it was just -- I feel good with my game so 

I kept the round going to the last hole.  All the time I could focus like every single shot, 
so it was good. 

 
Q.  What golf course is it that you live on? 

 

AI MIYAZATO:  Legacy. 
 

Q.  And then you were Number 1 not too long ago.  Is that something you really 
want to strive to get again?  Is that possible, do you think, or is that something 
you just don't worry about, being the Number 1 ranked player in the world? 

 
AI MIYAZATO:  That would be my ultimate goal, but right now I'm just happy to be 

able to play again, so hopefully just my results will follow through my good play. 
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Q.  How long have you lived at Legacy? 
 

AI MIYAZATO:  It's been two years.  I bought a house a couple years ago. 
 

Q.  Why here? 

 
AI MIYAZATO:  Because my mental coach lives in Scottsdale and they used to have 

us go out to Legacy and I thought that was the perfect place to live.  But unfortunately 
they moved to Scottsdale, so now I have to drive 30 minutes, but 30 minutes is 

nothing, so it's a nice place to live. 
 

Q.  Do you still have a house in California? 

 
AI MIYAZATO:  Yes, I do.  

 
MODERATOR:  She just wants to make sure she can figure out where she's going to 

come visit you.  

 
AI MIYAZATO:  You can come to my house anytime. 

 
MODERATOR:  Thank you.   
 


