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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STACY LEWIS 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

 

 

MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome Stacy Lewis into the interview room.  Stacy, 

thanks for coming in.  You finished tied for 10th here last year, so coming off some 
good vibes?  How does it feel to be back here in Phoenix?    

 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, it's nice to just be back in the States in general.  It's nice to not 

have to get on a 12-hour flight to go to your next golf tournament. It's good to be back 
in the States.  The course is playing good this year, the greens are holding a little bit 

better.  I know that kind of frustrated me last year, so I was kind of looking forward to 

getting back here and getting some redemption. 
 

MODERATOR:  You're coming off a win in Singapore that I guess put the Rolex 
Ranking Number 1 in your sights.  Is that on your mind at all coming into this week?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  For sure it is.  I know another win would definitely do a lot in the 
rankings, so it's definitely been on my mind.  I'm playing well, so it's definitely -- we're 

getting close. 
 

MODERATOR:  You recently got inducted into the Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame.  
How was that experience?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  It was cool, it was a lot of fun.  I think Hall of Fames to me are a little 
strange, but it was cool to get back and just kind of see how things have grown for me 

in the state of Arkansas.  I had some of my former teammates there and people I 
went to school with, so it was good to get back and see some friends. 

 

MODERATOR:  I know you've been pulled in a million different directions these past 
couple years.  How has it been balancing your time between golf and things off the 

golf course?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, my agent asked me this morning; actually, he asked me can 
he do anything for me.  I said more time in a day.  So it's definitely been busy, it's 

been tough.  We've had to unfortunately say no to a lot of things, but for me golf 

needs to be number one and I need that time to get my practice in.  Then if I have 
time for other stuff, great.  So far we've done a pretty good job of that. 
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MODERATOR:  The LPGA is unveiling a Fan Book for the first time this week, which 
is kind of a condensed version of the Player Guide, which every fan coming in will 

receive.  How nice is it the fans will get to know you both on and off the golf course a 
little bit more?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  I think it's good.  I think a lot of players are different than what you 
see on the golf course off the course.  So it's just to see our personalities a little bit 

more, kind of what we're into.  I think that's one thing, it's cool.  When I first came out 
on Tour, I realized people are a lot different than what you see on TV, so it will be fun 

for the fans. 
 

Q.  Stacy, Yani was just in here talking about how she kind of lost her child-like 
enthusiasm for the game last year because there was too much pressure on 
her.  I'm wondering how you handle that as you kind of chase Number 1, and 
also whether what you went through your teenage years maybe makes that not 
a problem for you, you appreciate everything you have out here because there 
was a good chance you weren't going to be out here.  
 
STACY LEWIS:  I think as far as the pressure, I feel like I put more pressure on 

myself than any writer or any coach or any other player could put on me, so for me it's 
controlling my own pressure and my own expectations.  I know Yani's talked a lot 

about Number 1 in the world being a lonely place and things like that.  I don't know.  
I've always thought it's kind of the approach you take to it.  For me, I never expected 

to be Number 1 in the world, so if I get there one day, I'm going to enjoy the heck out 

of it because there's no way that kid growing up in a back brace would ever think 
about being the best golfer in the world.  I think it's a lot about kind of the mindset you 

have going into it. 
 

Q.  Two years ago I got to follow you and Gerina Piller.  I think it was in a 
competitive round, not a practice round.  What really surprised me was how 
she's known for being long, how you were keeping up with her shot for shot, 
and I never thought of you as a long player.  What led to that quantum increase 
in the distance that you hit the ball? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  It's probably been in the last two years that we've got my golf swing 

a lot more efficient, and we weren't trying to pick up distance, we weren't trying to hit it 

further, it just kind of worked out that I picked up more distance just getting the golf 
swing more efficient.  I think it surprises people because I go out there and I swing at 

it, and I'm pretty little so they don't expect me to swing at it so hard.  So I think the 
competitive side of me, I just like getting out there with the girls and hitting it past 

people that are six inches taller than me. 

 
Q.  Just curious, you talked about being in a back brace.  Golf is traditionally 
hard on the back.  I'm just wondering how the doctors thought that was a good 
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thing for you, seven hours when you weren't in a brace to do as a teenager? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I think more than anything they wanted me to keep the flexibility and 

keep the movement in your back because when you're wearing the brace, you can't 
bend or twist at all, so it just allowed to kind of keep that movement.  And also just to 

be a kid and to do things that all my friends were doing, not really -- to not be treated 

special.  
 

MODERATOR:  All right, Stacy, thank you very much. 
 


