
                                 

     

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN
Thursday, February 14, 2013

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We welcome Tom Lehman into the interview room here this 
morning.  Tom, finished tied for 3rd at the ACE Group Classic last year and off to a fairly 
good start in 2013 with a T6 last week at the Allianz Championship and an 8th at 
Mitsubishi Electric.  Couple thoughts about coming back to Naples for this event. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, I'm very happy to be here.  Obviously it's a great, great 
tournament.  Last year being my first, it was a new experience.  I was very impressed 
with the golf course, with the crowds that came out to watch.  It was a very, very fun 
environment to play golf in, so I'm very happy to be back again this year.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Maybe talk about your game right now.

TOM LEHMAN:  You know, last week was -- every day it got better for me in terms of 
the way I played, but the score in the middle sure was a destructive score, I shot 73 on 
Saturday.  I didn't feel like I played that badly so it kind of took me out of the mix, but all 
in all I felt like the week was a good week.  I had a good round on Sunday, some good 
days of practice, and there's some tough competition out here so I feel like I'm getting 
closer and closer to being ready to challenge.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I was going to ask you, you won your first event, albeit in a team 
event with Bernhard, and then Rocco wins his first.  Your thoughts about that?

TOM LEHMAN:  It seems to be something that happens, I mean, somewhat regularly; 
15 guys or 16 guys have done that, something like that.  I think when you come out, 
everybody's nervous taking this next step even though it's still a golf ball and still a golf 
tournament.  This next stage of life, you show up, you're nervous, and sometimes when 
you're nervous you get more focused and when you get more focused you play better 
and the putts start dropping.  I know that his caddy told me it's the best he's seen Rocco 
putt in 20 years when he shot that 61.  So sometimes that little bit of extra nerves and 
focus gets you into a zone where you become very tough to beat.  I'm not surprised.  
Rocco has a lot of length.  When he putts well, he's always been a tough guy to beat.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll go to questions, please wait for the mic if you can.  Craig, do 
you want to start us?
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Q.  First question is, being player of the Year on all these different levels, does 
one mean any more to you than the others?

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, it's always special.  The big thing about Player of the Year is that 
your peers vote on it.  You know, I have to be honest, I thought last year was a toss-up.  
It could have gone a lot of different ways.  I thought Bernhard had a tremendous year.  I 
thought Roger Chapman winning two majors, that's pretty exceptional.  Michael Allen 
got off to a good start early.  There's a lot of guys that play well, so when you shake the 
tree and the apple falls and your name is on it, that feels really good because your 
peers have voted on that.  

So I think probably the most significant one, though, was the Champions Tour simply for 
the fact that I had won the other two and it was really a goal that I had set to try to play 
well enough to have the best year out here one year, and so to kind of complete the 
sweep, it meant a lot to me.

Q.  Also a sign, too, that you've been able to do this for a long period of time?

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, my game has been pretty steady over the years.  Maybe not 
always super duper flashy, but consistency has historically been a strong point.  I think 
more than anything to me, as I said, that I've really maintained that focus and the 
energy and the enthusiasm to play, which I have.  I think anybody out here who's still 
playing and playing well, on any Tour actually, you can't do that without the enthusiasm 
to work hard and to enjoy what you're doing.  So over the course of the years, it tells me 
I've kept that energy up and that enthusiasm up and I'm proud of that.

Q.  Now that you've done all three, how do you follow that up?

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, last year was a good year.  To me when you win two in a row, 
that's -- that has significance also.  So everything that happens, whether it's good or it's  
bad, whether it's a defeat or a victory, all has significance and you learn -- you 
hopefully can learn from all of it and a lot of times, you know, success will breed the 
desire for more.  So once you get a taste of it, you want to do better.  When you do 
poorly and you struggle and you don't -- you fail, it's so frustrating you just can't take 
that, either.  So that's what I talk about when I talk about enthusiasm, that's what I'm 
talking about, just whether that's good or it's bad, it inspires you to want to keep working 
harder.  So to see hard work pay off with a back-to-back type Schwab Cup win and 
back-to-back Player of the Year has significance only in the fact that, hey, the first one 
wasn't an accident, maybe you do deserve it.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Tom, I was going to ask you.  I'm looking here, you started slowly 
last year and you started much better in your first two events.  Did you do anything in 
the off season?

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, again, like last year, the season didn't really finish until the 
middle of December for me.  We went -- my wife turned 50 in December and we went 
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on a big family trip for a little over three weeks over Christmas and New Year's, so I 
really didn't touch a club while we were on that trip.  So really preparing for the season 
began at Hualalai.  So yeah, this season has started better than last season and didn't 
start as well as two seasons ago.  I think I had a 1st and 2nd in the first two weeks.  

But you know how it is.  It's just, you know, there's momentum that comes with sports 
and you want to have momentum building, and once you get it, you want to keep it.  So 
how do you go about doing that?  Simply a process and hard work.  

So I look at my results the first couple weeks and I think they're acceptable.  I played 
some good golf but not where I want to be, so it's motivation to try to kind of just keep 
on stepping forward and improving a little bit each week and kind of getting back that 
momentum, then running with it.  

The big thing out here are the majors, the majors plus the Schwab Cup.  The six 
tournaments with double points, those are the big events in terms of the Schwab Cup 
race.

Q.  Bernhard was just in here, another consistent player. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, extremely.

Q.  What's your relationship like?  You seem to have the same mindset, success, 
consistency.

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah.  Bernhard is a whole -- that's a whole different level in my book.  
I'm always amazed whenever I hear him tell his story.  Turning pro at age 15 and being 
done with school at age 14 and then turning pro and then being -- playing on the 
European Tour by age 20 or whatever it was, 18.  And then all the success and 10 
Ryder Cup teams and captain and 85 worldwide victories, you don't get that without just 
a lot of things.  You have to have great character, you have to have a great work ethic, 
you have to have talent, you have to have good perspective, and he has all those 
things.  

Playing with him in the team thing, the Legends, it's been amazing because I've seen 
both sides of the coin up close and personal as my teammate.  One year we win and 
the next couple years we don't.  His whole attitude towards victory and defeat is simply, 
hey, I've given my very best and some days it's going to be good enough to win and 
some days it's not, and neither one will get you too shook up.  Again, just a perfect 
example of a guy who just always works hard, always gives his best, always has the 
right perspective and keeps things in balance.  Just a remarkable person, quite frankly.  
Bernhard's one of those guys, you wish every good thing that comes his way, you're 
happy for him.

Q.  What are your thoughts on the anchoring situation?
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TOM LEHMAN:  I hope they change it, I do.  I think there's a lot of good people who 
have weighed in on the issue both within the USGA and outside the USGA.  

My own personal opinion is that I think after 30 years of being allowed to do it, it's 
difficult to say now you can't.  To me, there's a bit of an ethics issue with that, quite 
frankly. 

But with that said, it's also maybe not great for the game.  I know that the best thing 
possible for the USGA is to be an organization that people respect and look to as the 
people who lead the way in terms of set the rules of play and to keep golf what it's 
supposed to be.  I fear for them that there's going to be a whole bunch of backlash in 
terms of associations and clubs and whatever else who are going to make a local rule 
and saying we're going to not abide by this rule.  Anytime you have that, it diminishes 
the authority of the ruling body.  I don't think it's good for them, I don't think it's good for 
clubs, I don't think it's good for the growth of the game, and it's not good for simply 
having fun.  If you can't make a putt without a long putter or a belly putter, you're going 
to quit.  Who wants to go out and play and miss every two-footer?  To me, those are all 
issues that need to be considered and I know there's been a lot of pressure being put 
on them from a lot of different angles to reconsider.

Q.  Have you and Bernhard ever talked about this or debated about this because 
you're on both sides of the issue? 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, we have.  He actually thanked me for my support of it because I 
did, I came out I guess pretty strongly in support of the guys who do anchor it.  I've done 
both.  I've done -- I putt short, I've used the long one, and I can honestly say that you 
can miss putts either way.  You can find a way to miss putts under pressure.  And to me 
the anchoring thing hasn't changed the way golf is played at all, hasn't changed 
anything about golf.  I mean, if you look at the British Open last year, you have a guy 
who anchored who made a putt to win and another guy who anchored missed four in a 
row to lose.  So it proves to you that you have to have a great deal of skill and you have 
to be able to handle pressure to make putts, and you can also miss them no matter 
what method.  

So I see the whole thing as a nonissue in terms of how it's affected the way golf is 
played and the outcomes.  I mean, there is virtually no data that support the fact that 
any anchoring is a better method.  There isn't.  You know, you look at the great putters, 
some are this, some are that.  

Now, the thing that's changed golf a lot has been technology, so I feel like the USGA 
has picked the wrong battle.  But really, quite frankly, both horses were well out of the 
barn before they got them and it's still too late.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Tom?  Tom, good luck this week. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Thank you very much.  Appreciate it.
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