
                                 

     

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   BERNHARD LANGER
Thursday, February 14, 2013

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll go ahead and start.  Thanks for joining us, Bernhard.  
Obviously you were 2nd here last year.  You're on a nice roll with 16 Top 10s in your last 
17 events, including a pair of wins.  Off to a good start in 2013.  Maybe talk to us about 
that and then about coming back to Naples for this event.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's been a nice run, glad to get off to a good start.  I was 
one shot out of the playoff in Hawaii and two shots short last week, so I'm knocking on 
the door and playing quite nicely.

It's good, as I said, to continue where I left off at the end of last year, and it's always 
great to be here in Florida, you know.  This has been my home for almost 30 years for 
the most part and it's nice to just drive over the two hours from the east coast and not 
having to fly somewhere and deal with jet lag and some of the other things.  So it's been 
very nice to sleep in my own bed the last week and play a tournament at home, you 
know, 10 minutes away from home.  And this is almost as nice, just being two hours 
away, and I've done well here.  I like the courses in Florida.  I'm used to the grasses and 
it's generally windy, which makes it difficult.  I seem to cope with those conditions fairly 
well, but you never know in golf.  Every day is different, every week is different, that's 
what makes it so interesting.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We'll go to a couple of questions here, just wait for the mic 
if you can, just raise your hand.

Q.  Have you had a chance to play this course and compare it to last year?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I played it on Tuesday and the course is -- nothing has 
changed except there's a little bit more grass on it, there's more rough, I think, and it's 
pretty green even though they didn't have a lot of rain here, I understand.  It looks very 
green, which doesn't have to be.  I mean, I don't care if it's green or brown, as long as 
the conditions are good.  Well, sometimes a brown course actually is in better condition 
than a green course.  Some people don't understand that, but I'd rather have short 
fairways like this and fast greens than have lush fairways that are this long and look 
nice but they don't play well.  But no, the condition of the golf course is fabulous.  It's 
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really, really good.  The greens are magnificent and the fairways are good, bunkers are 
great, so just keep it out of the water.

Q.  I believe last year you had three eagles on No. 17?

BERNHARD LANGER:  I did, yeah.  That was quite amazing.  Every time I played that 
hole, I made an eagle on 17.  I've never done that before, probably never will again, so 
it's quite a feet.

Q.  What led you to think about moving to Florida?  Back then I don't know how 
many Tour players or European players were doing that kind of thing. 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I met my wife in south Florida, in Ft. Lauderdale, and 
that's where she lived at the time and where she has two sisters and a brother, in Boca 
Raton, so that was a good reason to settle down in Boca Raton.  While I was traveling 
the world, she had some family and support while she was home.  And obviously the 
weather and the golf courses and a few other side benefits, but that was the main 
reason.

Q.  What do you think how the cold front and the rain that's coming in now, how 
will it change the play?  Will it make the course longer, more difficult?

BERNHARD LANGER:  It will definitely make it longer, softer.  The ball will not run as 
much on the fairways.  The greens will not be greatly affected by it because they have 
good drainage and they'll dry out pretty quick, might slow them down a fraction.  But 
most of the effect will be just on the fairways, but hopefully we won't get too many 
inches and dodge the heavy stuff so the bunkers won't get washed out and it's a lot 
easier for the greens-keeping staff to deal with soft rain instead of the natural Florida 
heavy tropical rain that we often get. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do we have anything else?

Q.  Your thoughts on Rocco coming out here and winning right away? 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's always fantastic if you can win that quick.  Everybody 
coming out on this Tour, they really don't know what to expect.  They don't know the 
courses necessarily, they don't know what the competition is like, and everybody -- you 
know, some haven't played a lot, they might have had a year or two off because they 
lost their card or they haven't had a lot of starts on the PGA TOUR, so it's always an 
interesting feeling getting back to competition.  So must be awesome for him to come 
out and win the very first one, gives him a lot of confidence.  He knows he belongs now.  
And he's going to love this Tour because his personality suits this Tour just perfectly.  
First thing he said when we played together Sunday and we walk off the first tee, yeah, 
this is just so great, so much fun, the camaraderie out here and the fellowship that we 
have, the friendships, it's quite different from the PGA TOUR and it will suit him a great 
deal, I think.
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Q.  Can you elaborate a little bit more on your string of Top 10 finishes because of 
the fact that a lot of the players say that even though you're -- a lot of players are 
transferring from the PGA TOUR to the Champions Tour, it's still a tough Tour, a 
lot of good competition, yet you've had this amazing run of success.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's very difficult to be consistent in golf, we all know that.  
Whoever plays golf knows you can have a great day and you can have a horrible day 
the next day, or you can play good one week on the golf course and the next week you 
don't play good.  And it only takes a couple of bad shots or a couple of bad breaks and 
you're gone or you're not in the hunt, so it's not easy.  

I can't explain it myself.  I think it's just I'm fairly good in all the categories, let's put it this 
way.  When you look at the statistics, and I'm not a great guy that looks at statistics a 
lot, but I know that last year I was up in a lot of statistics.  I was in the Top 3, Top 5 in 
most of the major statistics, whether it's combined driving, whether it's hitting greens in 
regulation, putting, short game.  If you can do that on a regular basis, you ought to be 
up there, you know, in the money list and having lots of Top 10 finishes.  But it's easy 
being not in the Top 10.  As I said, just one bad hole somewhere or something and it's 
hard to get back.  But it's been a great run and it's been great.  My five years on this 
Tour have been actually exceptional, very good, I think, except for the time when I had 
my surgery in 2011, I was -- you know, went, had my surgery in end of February, 
March, and was hurting until the end of the year.  So if you take that period away and 
you look at the rest, it's been very good.

Q.  The other thing I wanted to ask you about was the talk here with the anchor 
putting ban potentially.  If that would go into effect, what would you see yourself 
doing?  Would you adjust?  Would you do something else?  What do you think?

BERNHARD LANGER:  I really don't know.  I'm going to take it when it happens.  I still 
believe there's a good chance that it's not going to happen.  I think there's a lot of 
opposition not just from some players, but the PGA of America, the majority of them are 
against it.  The majority of amateurs I talked to are against it.  You have to ask yourself, 
is this the right thing to do to grow the game of golf?  I mean, we're struggling growing 
the game of golf, period.  We're losing players.  Now we're going to implement maybe 
something that's going to hurt the game even more.  You're going to lose thousands and 
thousands of players who will pick up croquet or play rummy, whatever, because they 
don't enjoy three-putting or four-putting, or they don't enjoy the game because they 
can't handle the putting part of the game.  And after 40 years, you know, why didn't they 
stop it right away?  If it's automatic and that much of -- that much easier, why didn't 
they stop it if it was illegal?  Now you're literally saying all the guys that used it for the 
years were cheating literally, even though we weren't cheating because it was officially 
allowed.  What took them 40 years?  It's only become a problem because somebody 
won a major, let's face it.  And because now instead of eight guys using it, there's 14 
guys using it.  You've still got to read the green, you've still got to make a stroke, you still 
have nerves involved.  You've got to do everything you pretty much do with a short 
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putter.  It's not automatic.  If it was automatic, why aren't 90 percent of the golfers using 
long putters and belly putters?  They're not.

Q.  Rocco was making the comment yesterday that if it was so easy or if it helps 
so much, if it was the answer, Phil and Tiger would --

BERNHARD LANGER:  Everybody would.  C'mon, we're out here to win.  There's a lot 
on the line.  You need to be exempt, you want to be in the Top 50 in the world to get into 
the majors.  I'm talking about the younger guys.  If it was easier, they would use it, 
guarantee you.  Everybody would.

Q.  Would you hang it up if the ban went into effect?

BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't know.  I just told you.  I gave you my answer.  If the ban 
comes into effect, I will see what I'll do.  I will maybe have to adjust, and if I can adjust, I 
will.  If I can't, then I'll have to look and see what I'm going to do.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else?  Craig?

Q.  We've got Tom Lehman coming in here and obviously he's been a formidable 
opponent for you.  What's it like going up against him?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, Tom is one of my best friends and has been for many 
years and he's a great competitor, just like myself.  He loves competing, he loves 
winning.  It shows in the Ryder Cup, it shows anytime he tees it up.  He's a very mature 
guy and has a very good all-around game, still hits it very far.  He can do just about 
anything with a golf ball that you can do, and when he is on like he was at the Schwab 
Cup Championship, you know, he's hard to beat and it showed.  He had a couple of 
really good years and he's had many good years on the regular Tour and other tours.  
When you're Player of the Year on three different tours, that's pretty special.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Bernhard.  We'll let you go.  Best of luck this week.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Appreciate it.  
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