
                                 

     

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROCCO MEDIATE
Wednesday, February 13, 2013

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Rocco, you've had a couple days since the victory -- 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Right.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  -- to think about it.  Now you come back to a pretty familiar 
place.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I've never been here until today, though, this course.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just talk about now that you've had a couple days, your win last 
week and what it means for you to come try to get two in a row here in Naples.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's special.  People can say what they want, but you don't really 
expect that to happen.  Like I said before, I did the work, you prepare all you can 
prepare and all that stuff, but you never know when it's going to kick in and it kicked in.  
So, yeah, it was a huge -- it was really cool, really cool.  

I really like it out here.  I've been here all of a week, but seeing the guys again, it's 
fantastic.  It's as much competition as you want on any Tour, period.  I can assure you of 
that.  Last two events won, 17-under par were shot in three days.  Go ahead and get ya 
some of that.  It's a very competitive place.  And like I said before, we should be really 
good at what we do, been doing it our whole life, so you're going to see some amazing 
things.  I've been watching this Tour for a long, long time, not just this past year.  I 
watched more Champions Tour golf than I watched PGA TOUR golf when I was playing 
the PGA TOUR.  

So it's good seeing everybody and the competition has not gotten any easier, I can 
assure you, and it won't get easier, either.  Same guys, these guys know what they're 
doing, so it's hard and it's great.  Work just as hard, put in just as much time and I'll play 
all the events more than likely it looks like.  My best years I ever had were 23 to 26 
events, this is perfect.  It's perfect.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Maybe talk about being in Naples this week.

 www.tee-scripts.com 1

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/ace-group-classic-2013/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/ace-group-classic-2013/


ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I was here for a few years.  I've been at Calusa Pines for, 
God, when did I -- 2003, and it has no equals in my opinion, especially in this state.  
I've been around a lot of golf courses, but playing over there and being a member there 
for a while, you do nothing but get better at that place.  I'm staying over there, I'm 
staying at one of the cabins over there, so I look forward to coming here all the time.  I 
don't come as much as I used to obviously, but the only place I come is Calusa Pines 
when I come to Naples.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We've got to wait for the microphone.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  You don't really need it, I can probably hear them.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Well, we're recording.  Go ahead.

Q.  Your first PGA win was across Alligator Alley. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  At Doral, yes.

Q.  Can you just talk a little bit about what you remember from that win?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I was fortunate enough to beat Mr. Strange in the first playoff hole.  
I made a birdie on 1 at Doral, so that was really special because Curtis was really one 
of my idols when I was coming up, coming out of college, him and Watson basically.

So he just came off two U.S. Opens.  I couldn't even breathe when I went to the first tee, 
so I don't know how I got that one finished, but it was really cool.  But Doral was Doral.  
It still is, but back then it was one of the most demanding places on earth, and it still is 
obviously, but it was a cool place to get one for the first one, for sure.  It's good stuff 
there. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Craig?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, don't give it to him.  Just kidding.

Q.  Couple things here.  First of all, how often do you get asked about your 91 --

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Every single day.  91 or --

Q.  91-hole dual with --

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, no.  You're talking 2008? 

Q.  Right. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, you said 91.
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Q.  I said 91-hole --

ROCCO MEDIATE:  You threw me for a loop.  Every day, every day, um-hmm.  And it's 
fine, it's fine.  The difference between that and another loss of a U.S. Open or 
something was I did lose but I didn't really lose.  I didn't lose it, I got beat.  That's a 
different story.  If I had to bogey the last three holes Sunday or bogey the last three 
holes on Monday, different story, probably ruins me, but that wasn't the case, so that's 
why I'm okay with it.  I wanted the trophy.  I still can't find it.  I keep looking like maybe 
it's -- it's not there.  I cannot find the thing.  So I lost what I most coveted, but I got beat 
out of it, not because I -- whatever.  I did hiccup, I was the first guy to hiccup on the 
playoff hole, but Sunday, Monday, I couldn't really do much more.  I did as much as I 
could do.  I just got beat by a better player, period.

Q.  The other thing was, I just wanted your thoughts on the anchor putters.  
There's a lot of controversy.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Here's my say on it.  If they wanted to do it, they should have done 
it in '91 when I came out and stuff started going crazy with it, but if it was the answer, 
why isn't everybody using one?  That's all I've got to say about that.  Think about it.  It 
does not make it easier.  It looks funny, no question, but it doesn't make it easier.  
Otherwise, Tiger would use one, Phil would use one, everybody would use one, but they 
don't.  So that's my take on it.

Q.  Have you taken a deep breath yet since Sunday night?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I never take deep breaths, actually.  I probably should learn to do 
that more.  I'm still kind of -- I don't know.  I looked at Jess yesterday and we hung out 
yesterday over at Calusa and I went, What the hell just happened?  It was one of those 
things where it seems like that -- I feel like that every single time that I've won, like 
what the heck just happened?

It's just so neat to start another career.  And yeah, I mean, I actually told Jessica, I went, 
If I would have lost, it would have probably hurt you more than it hurt me, because I'm 
just trying to get back -- you know, get back on my feet again.  It was good to feel that 
again.  Going to, you know, whatever you want to call it, losing the lead, giving up the 
lead, whatever on 14, horrible hole that I played, I kind of relaxed after that because 
then I knew what -- I don't know how to explain it.  I knew that if I did exactly what I 
wanted to do, I could still win the golf tournament.  Yeah, I had a three-shot lead.  They 
came out crazy, I knew that was going to happen.  I was playing okay, I wasn't really 
playing awful, but when I got to 15 I kind of got in there a little bit more.  I wish I could 
learn to do that earlier maybe, but it changed the whole way of things.  They made a 
little mistake on 17, Tommy got a horrible break on 17 and Bernhard hit an 
uncharacteristic shot on the green but way far right of the hole.  They made the mistake 
and I happened to get -- you know, call it fortunate whatever, but I hit a good shot.  
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But it happens that way.  I've done that a few times myself, so I know how that feels.  
But playing against those guys, playing against Tommy, they both played beautifully.  
Bernhard don't make mistakes, very few, and when they are, they're minimal.  So it's 
like I said last week, it's like hitting your head against a wall playing against him.  You've 
just got to really -- it was cool, though.  It was great.  I don't know.  When I was on 18 
green and Tommy missed that putt, I was like, wow, that's odd.  All I have to do is 
two-putt from three feet, probably can handle that, but I was prepared to make it if I had 
to.  I don't know if I would have because I didn't get to putt it for real.  It was really cool.  
I'm still a little bit -- I'm not really shocked, but I'm -- I don't know how to explain it.  It 
was really nice.

Q.  What do you mean by getting on your feet again? 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I haven't played in a while.  I haven't been in the hunt since a 
while.  I had a few injuries after 2010 and after Fry's which saved my life actually; golfing 
life, we'll say.  So I haven't really been able to get into it.  This whole off season -- I've 
been healthy for a year, been great.  Whole off season I worked pretty hard at it.  I didn't 
really stop.  Like I said, a lot of times you come out, you do the work but nothing really 
shows for a while.  Competition, you can't recreate it.  You just can't recreate having to 
make a six-footer, having to hit a tee shot in the fairway, or having whatever.  You can 
do that when you practice is what you're supposed to do, practice perfect and then go 
play.  

So getting in the hunt again felt fantastic and I'd like to feel that a lot.  Whether I win or 
lose, I really don't care about that.  I want to get in that feeling and see what we've got.

Q.  What's your encore?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I don't know.  I'm just going to work just as hard and just do the 
same things we've been doing.  It sounds boring, but I'm going to play a complete 
schedule here.  I'm not going anywhere else.  I like it.  The golf courses are not easy.  
This one here's kind of long.  I was kind of surprised, to tell you the truth.  It's almost 
7,300, 7,200 yards long.  That's PGA TOUR length, period, so there you go.  We're not 
playing 6,000-yard golf courses here, we're playing 7,000 minimum.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I was just going to ask you your thoughts on TwinEagles and the 
Talon course.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's cool.  Like I said, I've never seen it until today.  I lived here for a 
while.  All I did was hang out at Calusa Pines when I was here.  Why wouldn't I?  But it's 
cool.  It's kind of a big corridor, big fairways and really good greens.  And Kenny shot 
ridiculously low last year, didn't he?

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Yeah. 
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  I don't know how the weather was.  It's not short.  Some of the par 
5s a lot of us can't reach, especially with the wind conditions today.  A lot of them are in, 
just one or two of them are down.  So yeah, we'll see, just start on Friday.  It's weird 
saying start on Friday, that's another thing I'm trying to get used to, too.

Q.  You're an upbeat guy and you've obviously gotten off to a great start.  Is there 
sort of an extra boost of energy that comes from just being out on a new Tour 
playing courses?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, sure, yeah.  It was also an extra boost of nervousness, too.  
Like I said last week, I want to try to prove myself to these guys.  I was on Tour 27 
years, I felt like I proved myself.  Whether I did or not doesn't matter, I felt like I did.  

So out here I've got to do it again just because, you know, it doesn't matter.  You have to 
come out and play against these guys and show them that you still have game.  That's 
what the plan is.  That's totally the plan.  

And like I've been saying, I don't see where -- you know, it's just hard.  It's still like I 
said, the first two events were won with about 6-under a day for three days.  Go ahead, 
try that once or twice, it's not easy.  I knew that coming out, though.  I wasn't one of 
those -- I knew what I had in front of me, I played with these guys my whole life, so I 
knew what I was going to face so it's not a surprise.

Q.  What were your expectations before you came out here?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I just wanted to see -- I don't know, I didn't really -- I don't really 
know -- I'm sorry, let me turn this off.  I don't know if I had -- I didn't come out here 
saying I'm going to win 10 events, that's stupid, okay?  You can think that, but it's stupid.  
You're not going to win half the events, no one is.

So I don't know how to -- I just wanted to come out and get back into competition 
again, period, and it's a whole new deal.  It was hard leaving the PGA TOUR because I 
still felt like I can play good enough to play with those guys, but apparently I didn't do 
that the last two years so I don't get to.  So I had to realize that and come out here.  But 
this is no -- this is no, like, relaxing kind of, whew, this is no problem.  This is a huge -- 
I don't know if problem's the word, but it's a huge undertaking to play against these guys 
every week.

Q.  How much time do you think -- well, obviously it worked last week, but how 
long's it going to take you to get used to the three rounds?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Well, but still like we were driving to dinner last Friday with a 
couple buddies of mine and Jessica and I.  How come there's so much frigging traffic on 
Thursday?  She goes, Roc, it's Friday.  I went, There you go.  That's my first tournament 
I ever started on a Friday, I mean a Tour event.  
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So it's a whole different thing.  It's like once -- and also we usually, on the regular Tour 
you get two tee times obviously, Thursday and Friday.  Well, we got the first one on, I 
don't know what day we got it, maybe it was Thursday, so I'm waiting for Saturday's tee 
time, too.  I'm like, how come we only got -- oh, it's the weekend, they just re-paired.  

So it's all that.  You're used to something for your whole life and then it changes a little 
bit, but in a good way.  You have to come out with the pedal down here.  It's a little 
different.  It's a lot different, actually.  You come out and kind of lolly-gag, as I said last 
week, around the first day on certain courses and you've got no chance.  You cannot 
make up shots in three days.  It's a sprint, yeah, definitely.

Q.  What were your -- was it just the competition was your motivation coming 
out?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yes, yes.  Teeing it up with Bernhard on Sunday and Tommy, I told 
Martin, I said, Well, these guys have been doing this a lot more often than I have, let's 
see what we've got today.  I was excited, nervous but excited.  All right, I know 
something's crazy's going to happen.  

B comes -- I call him -- I always like to shorten everybody's name to the first letter.  I 
said B comes out and throws three or four out of five, the first five holes.  I went, oh, 
that's how it's going to be?  Interesting.  

But remember, this is not a hard -- this is not a competitive Tour here, remember that?  
We hear all that crap.  Really?  

So all of a sudden he's only one behind.  He started four or five behind in five holes.  
Actually I made a birdie, so maybe it was two behind, but still it came -- and he's noted 
for that, especially on this Tour of coming out hot on Sundays, and I'll be darned if he 
just didn't do it right in front of me.  

And Tommy was two or three under after four, too.  So I'm like all right.  I knew it 
wouldn't be easy, but, you know, that's how it works.  You've just got to be -- like I said, 
the lolly-gagging thing is not an issue here.  You have to bust your ass or you're going 
to get run over, period.  And I like to keep moving forward.  I'm going to keep getting 
better and get more comfortable and get that feeling again like I had last week.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Anything else for Rocco?  Brian, go ahead.

Q.  The U.S. Senior Open is going to be in Nebraska. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Right.

Q.  First of all, have you ever played the course?  Have you ever played golf in 
Nebraska?
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  I have not.  I've driven through it, but I haven't been on it.  But if 
Mike Davis has a say, it will be a great place.  He's one of my favorite guys in the whole 
world.  Any U.S. Open, I don't care where it is, I like it, so you won't see me complaining 
about what happens there.

Q.  Have the equipment companies called you yet?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Not really, no.  I play TaylorMade -- I play TaylorMade driver and 
3-wood and stuff, and they asked me if I wanted to do something and I haven't 
answered them yet.  But it's not a -- there will be no -- in other words, I'm not 
wearing -- I'm playing them anyway, you see?  I haven't changed in over a year.

Q.  No official contract?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, as of now, I do not have an official contract.  Whether I do it or 
not is another story.  But that's it.  I'm not playing for a company, it's not happening, 
don't care.  And that -- I'm sure they don't care about that, either.  But I'm saying I don't 
have any -- I'm not looking.  If a company that I'm playing for wants to do something, I'll 
definitely talk about it, but it's not going to be up here, it's not going to be on here, I can 
assure you that.  I'm just doing my own thing right now.  That's what I want to do.  I've 
done it for all those years, I'm doing it my way now.

Q.  Does Jessica ever try to get you to slow down?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  There's no chance of that happening.  She does, though.  She 
does a good job of it actually, believe it or not.  She makes me take a day a week off.  
Like yesterday, pretty much took yesterday off and I hate doing that, but it actually 
helps.  You know, rest is not a bad thing.  I'm just pure like, you know, it just goes.  So 
I'm relaxing a little bit.  

But I don't want to -- you know, it's like I don't want to get behind once I -- I want to 
keep going because you have to to beat these guys or to compete with them.  Last 
week was great, that was fantastic.  Yeah, I actually won the tournament, that's great.  
But to keep that pace up, I have to keep my pace up.  I just can't go, Oh, that was great, 
we'll just hang out.  I'm not doing that.  I don't want to just hang out.

Q.  I have a three-parter. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Holy crap, I'm only good at two.  Go ahead.

Q.  How about the first one:  Since Sunday, who have you heard from in the golf 
world, just a congratulations that caught you off guard, whether it be by phone or 
text?
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, a few guys actually.  DT called, I talked to Donald, Mr. Trump, 
in the morning on Monday, who's become a very nice friend.  We talked for 15 minutes, 
he was awesome.  

Bruce Arians, he was offensive coordinator, now he's at San Diego, I believe.  
Whisenhunt, who was -- I think was he offensive at Pittsburgh or defensive?

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Offensive.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, Whiz was offensive.  A few other people.  

But you see, when this happens, like the people that leave you when you have bad 
times, then they try to come back when you have good times don't get to come back.  
That's the fun part, see?  That's the fun part.  I enjoy that one.

Q.  How about playing with these guys today?  I talked to a couple of them, they 
had never met you before, never played with you before. 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Right.  I feel bad for them.  No, we had a great time, we had a 
good time.  It's what it's about.  Today's about -- is about those guys, not about us.  I go 
out and obviously we try to play good.  I'm looking around, seeing the golf course, but 
trying to help them, laughing, making a lot of fun and they're making fun of me.  We had 
a good time, so it's perfect.  So we had a great time, we did, and they played pretty 
good.

Q.  I got to town in '08.  What was the time frame that you-all lived down here in 
Naples just for reference purposes?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I was here, I think it was like '03-ish, '04-ish to '08, then we were 
gone.

Q.  Okay.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  The Tuscany didn't work out that well as you probably know. 

Q.  Do you still own a house there?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  You could say that, yeah.  You could say that I still own a house 
there, yeah.

Q.  I can also probably say you had a Realtor engaged?

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Kind of we do, yeah.  The whole thing was a nightmare from the 
start.

Q.  Right.
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  It was a lot of bad, bad things happened with the bank and 
everything else.  Bad, bad stuff.  And they're still trying, but they will not win, I assure 
you.  They will not win.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Anything else?  Rocco, thank you very much.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  You've got it.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Good luck this week.

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It will be fun.  
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