
  

                                                                                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SO YEON RYU
Sunday, November 18, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  We'd like to welcome So Yeon Ryu into the interview room.

SO YEON RYU:  Thank you.

Q.  Congratulations on your finish this week.  I know not quite the win that you 
were hoping for, but just take me through this final round and kind of how your 
day went out there. 

SO YEON RYU:  I think today my shot was pretty great, but is really sadly my putting 
wasn't really great.  I missed so much really short putts like two foot, three foot par putt 
so that's why I just finished like second.  But yesterday I finished third, but I finished 
second anyways, improved.

When I started this tournament, my condition was really, really bad, especially like I 
couldn't feel like my swinging feel and my (indiscernible.)  But I really happy with my 
(indiscernible) absolutely if I win this tournament it's a bit more happy and I really, 
really -- how can I say, it's a really fun tournament, but it's still not really bad.

MODERATOR:  It was a good battle out there between you and Na Yeon.  I know you 
two have known each other a long time.  What was it like being out there and kind of 
head to head with her? 

SO YEON RYU:  Well, today we had quite a lot of chat and I think our team is feeling 
really pretty great.  We had a lot of chat, we had some fun.  But, you know, it's really 
hard to compare with the same country player, especially Na Yeon is really, really great 
player, she is really successful player on the LPGA and I'm just rookie and I just started 
this season in LPGA, so you know it's quite tough.  But today Na Yeon was playing 
really good, especially today her putting was really great, so it's really right deserved for 
her.

MODERATOR:  Questions?
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Q.  Talk about the 3-putt on 14.  On the first putt, what happened?  Did you just 
lose track of the speed?

SO YEON RYU:  Well, that moment the wind was helping me and I mean, helping 
teeing ground to green.  So yeah, I couldn't expect that much strong wind and I couldn't 
expect wind is quite big effect to ball speed.  But anyway, it did, so that's why my ball is 
just coming through.  Anyway, today my shot, I mean, the short putt wasn't really great.  
I mean, today my putting wasn't really great, so that's all, yeah.  I learn one more thing, I 
have to thinking about the wind strength at the green.

Q.  Na Yeon double bogeyed the 3rd, right?  That could have been something that 
would cause her to unravel.  What did you see in her after that?

SO YEON RYU:  I think, you know, Na Yeon already won quite a lot of tournament, it's 
like seven in LPGA, so she have a lot of experience.  So I think she did make up pretty 
well after double bogey.  Especially at the final round, everybody couldn't (indiscernible) 
what's going on, and after 3rd hole she still make up pretty well, especially she made an 
eagle on 5th, so that's pretty great career for her so that's why she could be more trust 
herself, that's what I think.  So anyway, I already finished this year and I learned a lot of 
things, so maybe I can do that great make up after that.

Q.  In the next few days, are you going to say to yourself, man, I had a great 
rookie year, or are you going to say, man, if I would have made a couple more of 
those putts, I could have had another title?

SO YEON RYU:  First of all, I really proud of myself.  You know, I'm Rookie of the Year 
and I think I'm like 14, 15 times finish the Top 10.  You know, I'm playing really 
consistently, so I'm really proud of myself, first of all.

Then I have to learning something of this round, it's like the wind affect your ball on the 
green or I have to control myself when I was lead the tournament, it's like that.  So I 
really don't care about (indiscernible,) I just really happy to finish this season now.

Q.  I think you were tied with her a couple of times but I don't think you took the 
lead today.  Do you think if you had taken the lead that could have changed things 
a little bit?

SO YEON RYU:  Yes, maybe, but the big more big thing is today I couldn't trust myself 
on the green, so that's why I couldn't win this tournament.  I really couldn't feel my 
stroke today, so if I -- I think I took a couple mistakes like a really huge mistake like a 
3-putt, I just missed an easy par putt like that.  So if I made it, maybe I could chance to 
win this tournament.  But anyway, it's already passed, so I just want to accept it and 
learning something today.
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Q.  I'm just curious if out of all the Korean players on Tour, if there's anyone that 
you went to earlier in the year for advice or any kind of mentor out here, close 
friend?

SO YEON RYU:  You mean mentor?  Well, Se Ri's pretty good mentor.  She said, you 
know, she had a quite difficult time during the Tour three years, you know, after she 
entered the Hall of Fame, her really struggle with playing golf.  She said at that moment 
she really don't like playing golf, she just don't like golf.  So she only told me you have to 
enjoy your golf, you have to traveling with awesome players, you have to enjoy the 
tournament with really awesome fans like that.  And especially she said don't forget the 
really great sponsor, the great supporter, the great LPGA staff or something, so she is 
really great mentor. 

Sometimes her father teach me something.  Sometime I play in KLPGA tournament, 
also Se Ri play in couple KLPGA tournament.  When she was playing the KLPGA 
tournament, her parents also came to the golf course.  Se Ri's father, Joon Chul, he 
said I'm quite really similar Se Ri, so sometimes he teach me like golf skill, you have to 
stroke a bit more smoother or you have to relax your body when you are swinging like 
that.  So Se Ri and Se Ri's parents also really great mentor for me.

Q.  Did they ever have you walk through a graveyard or anything?

SO YEON RYU:  Hmm?  I'm sorry, I couldn't understand you.

Q.  That's okay.  Two questions.  One, of all the things that Se Ri taught you, did 
she ever talk to you -- I mean, you speak very good English. 

SO YEON RYU:  Thank you.

Q.  Better than Beth Ann, if I might say.  Did she ever talk to you about how much 
easier life would be if you learned to speak English and how that would make you 
more comfortable on the golf course?

SO YEON RYU:  Actually, she never spoke for me, but when she won the U.S. Opens 
and she had a lot of interview, and you know I'm like a Se Ri kid, especially I watched a 
lot of her interview and a lot of her game and she always talking about learning English 
is a really important part.  Maybe that's why I was a bit more try to learn English.  I think 
it's definitely helped me a lot here on the LPGA and especially the LPGA player helped 
me some grammar and words something, especially Katie Futcher is really my great 
English teacher, she taught me a couple of things.

Q.  Do you have to pay her for the lessons?

SO YEON RYU:  Nope, but I have to buy dinner.

Q.  Easy question:  What club did you hit into the green on the 13th?
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SO YEON RYU:  3-wood.  Par 5, right?

Q.  Yes.

SO YEON RYU:  Yes, yes.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  Well, thank you very much.

SO YEON RYU:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Congratulations again.

SO YEON RYU:  Thank you. 
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