
  

                                                                                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   NA YEON CHOI
Sunday, November 18, 2012

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome the 2012 CME Group Titleholders champion, Na 
Yeon Choi, into the interview room.  

Congratulations, what a victory today.  Now your second win of the season and both 
some pretty big prize checks to go along with them, the two biggest of the year.  Just 
give me some thoughts on winning and being able to cap off this season with another 
victory.

NA YEON CHOI:  I feel really great and I really satisfied how I played, not just this 
week, this season.  And my mom's here just for this week and she just saw first time I 
won the tournament overseas.  This is the first time she watched real on the golf course.  
So I really -- actually like even U.S. Open, when I won the U.S. Open, I was really 
missing my parents.  But, you know, this week my mom's here, so I don't know, I feel 
like I think she proud of me, so I really happy.  And I mention I'm going to buy a house in 
Orlando, so I think I can buy more bigger than I thought.

MODERATOR:  A little bit of extra money will come in handy when you're looking at 
those houses tomorrow, right?

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah.

MODERATOR:  Take me through, started off the round a little shaky when you had the 
double bogey.  Take me through that hole and how did you bounce back two holes later 
to be able to eagle? 

NA YEON CHOI:  Actually I was very nervous even last night.  I told all the people, you 
know, leading tournament is always like extra pressure.  I think that's why I had 
pressure from the last night even front nine today, but when I had double bogey.  And 
when I chasing or tied first place with So Yeon, I mean, at that moment I felt more 
comfortable than leading.  Maybe it sounds a little weird, but I think I like to chasing 
somebody and then I can play more aggressive and I think that's Na Yeon, I think that's 
me.
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MODERATOR:  In your other victory this season at the U.S. Women's Open, it got tight 
for you in the final day as well and you were able to kind of hold yourself together and 
put together a really solid round.  

What did you learn from that experience on that final day when it looked like things got a 
little shaky and you were able to kind of steady yourself that you used today?

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, not just for the tournament, all the tournament I learned, you 
know, putting is important and also I can't give up until last hole.  So even today I had a 
great shot on 16, but I mean, after the 16th I got some momentum, but before that hole 
my shot wasn't great if I compared to last couple days, but I think I didn't give up until 
last hole, yeah.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Na Yeon?

Q.  Could you go over the eagle, what club you hit, and then also how you made 
the double bogey, too?

NA YEON CHOI:  Okay.  Can I go double bogey first?

Okay, hole No. 3 I had -- I hit driver left side of the fairway and then I got like 180 or 
185 shot to the pin.  I hit 4-rescue and I pulled left, and my third shot was like, I missed 
it just a little bit, but it kicked all the way left, so my third shot was a 35 yards to the pin 
but I couldn't get on from there.  So I had 4 on and two putts, so easy double bogey 
there.

MODERATOR:  And then the eagle?

NA YEON CHOI:  Hole 5 I hit driver very well, drove the fairway, and I hit 3-wood for 
second shot.  I think the distance was like 240 to the pin.  Then ball landed just like 
20 yards short of the pin and then it rolled to the pin and my eagle putt was like nine 
feet, nine feet.

Q.  On your wedge on 16, what kind of wedge was that?

NA YEON CHOI:  I used a 52-degree.

Q.  How big of a landing area do you think it was because of the way the green 
goes up like that to be able to land that shot, very small?

NA YEON CHOI:  Actually, I was thinking driver from tee shot, but my caddie said just 
hit the fairway first, and left side of the fairway is a better angle to the second shot, so I 
used the 3-wood for the tee shot.  Actually, the second shot my ball was better than So 
Yeon's angle, I think.  I think pin was at 79 -- 79 yards to the pin, but I just landed it 
almost at the pin.  I tried to land it almost pin.  I mean, there's not a lot of room than I 
think.
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Q.  I know you've wanted some independence over the years to kind of do things 
on your own.  How much have your parents been out with you over the last few 
years like total in terms of the number of tournaments, and is your mom here this 
week to help you house hunt?

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, my mom just came here for buying house.  I think she's better 
than me.  Actually, this is the first time my parents, my mom, come to watch tournament.  
They come to Hana Bank, but I think that's the only one they come to watch my game in 
tournament this year.

Q.  (inaudible) 

NA YEON CHOI:  My mom?  Yeah, my mom came here for only last tournament, the 
CME Titleholder, just for one tournament, yeah.

Q.  (inaudible) 

NA YEON CHOI:  No, not really, but I'm pretty sure my mom was really nervous today, 
yeah, because I couldn't see my mom on the course.  I think she just -- I don't know, 
maybe she followed the front group, I think.  I couldn't see my mom today.

Q.  (inaudible) 

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, not really.  I don't think I really nervous if I see my parents 
because they never, you know, tell me about how you play today, never, you know, tell 
me.  So I think we both don't care how we play, they just support me.  My mom cooked 
for all meal this week, so I mean, they don't really care about my golf.

Q.  I think you mentioned yesterday that when you won the U.S. Women's Open, 
that it helped you as far as dealing with being ahead.  Was there anything with 
this tournament where that tournament helped you at all?

NA YEON CHOI:  Actually, after the U.S. Open, I think I had extra pressure than before.  
Lot of people expect me to win again or play well like U.S. Open.  They always tell me, 
like, you played well on Saturday, so just play like that.  I mean, I think that was the 
great round I had ever, so sometimes I had more pressure than before.  

But I think I had lot of experience from U.S. Open.  So, I mean, I think that really big to 
me.  You know, on Sunday I had a triple bogey on 10th hole but I didn't give up.  And 
then I tried to talk with my caddie when I had mad, so even like today I just tried to talk 
with my caddie all the time, even So Yeon and I, I think that made me more relaxed on 
the course.

Q.  What was it like to get sprayed with champagne by Inbee?
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NA YEON CHOI:  I didn't expect that she was waiting for me, but after -- when I had 
ceremony, she was waiting for her ceremony, not for me.  But I talked to Inbee and she 
said like congratulations.  And, I mean, we really good friends to each other and I think 
we proud of each other.

Q.  Your mom's name?

NA YEON CHOI:  My mom's name?  Jeong Me Song.   

Q.  Spelling, please?

NA YEON CHOI:  J-E-O-N-G, M-E, last name S-O-N-G.

Q.  Before the year started, Yani had such a monster lead in the world rankings 
No. 1.  Now it's a lot tighter.  Is that on your mind?  Will that be on your mind 
going into next year?

NA YEON CHOI:  It should be my goal for next year, but I don't really think about world 
ranking, you know.  If I play well every tournament or improve my game every year, I 
think I can be closer.  But I can't control that, so I don't want to think about world ranking 
or money list or that kind of thing.  I just want to play my game and just go out -- I think 
my job is just go out there and have fun and play golf and make lower score, yeah.

Q.  What did your mom cook for you last night?

NA YEON CHOI:  Last night?  I had Korean barbecue, Galbi.  When I hit far from driver, 
always my caddie say that's the kimchi power because I had kimchi this week every 
day, so it might be healthy or I think I had a good meal every day.

Q.  What is kimchi?

NA YEON CHOI:  Kimchi is a Korean food.

MODERATOR:  It's like a cabbage. 

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah.

Q.  Just curious, on the 15th hole, why did you have Ai mark her ball?  You were 
still out in the fairway about 140 or so yards away. 

NA YEON CHOI:  I tried to pitch it around her ball and then eventually my ball landed 
just one -- no, three feet right of her ball, so almost close to her ball.

Q.  You talked about not hitting your irons good all the time, not a very good shot 
on 13 and 14.  What gave you the confidence to hit the shot you did on 16?
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NA YEON CHOI:  Well, actually today my shot wasn't great, and if I compare last couple 
of days, my shot was great first and second day.  I think I was a little nervous on the 
course and then I think I hold too much grip, so sometimes pull, sometimes push.  But I 
tried to just simple think, I just tried to think of just one thing for good rhythm.  I mean, I 
hit a little bad shot 13 and 14, but I don't know, I still had a good confidence until 18th 
hole.

Q.  Do you feel like you've kept improving the last two or three years, and is there 
any particular part of your game that you want to work on or improve on going 
into next season?

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, almost like every year beginning of every year my goal is 
improve every part, even driving distance or putting average, everything.  

The reason I want to buy a house in Orlando, I have a house in Orlando, but I want to 
move golf course to Isleworth.  You know, that's I think an investment in myself.  I want a 
better practice facility than improve my short game.  I think putting is very important than 
iron shot, so I heard that Isleworth has a good facility for short game, that's why I want 
to move to house and golf course, too.

Q.  What is the name of your English tutor?

NA YEON CHOI:  Greg Morrison. 

Q.  Can you spell it?

NA YEON CHOI:  G-R-E-G.

Q.  Got that. 

NA YEON CHOI:  Morrison, M-O-R-R-I-S-O-N.

Q.  Why was it important, so important for you to learn English so well?  And Se 
Ri, when she first came over, talked about the importance of learning English 
because it made her comfortable off the course and made her golf better.  Do you 
understand what she meant by that?

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, first year when I was here I couldn't speak English well and 
then very hard to tell my feeling to people, even media or fans or even swing coach.  
When I learned English and when I tell my feelings to people, I feel way more 
comfortable than before.  I think that made it good golfer, too.  And on the golf course I 
can relax and I can talk with the other players.  So, I mean, my English tutor couldn't 
travel with me this year, only last year, but I'm talking with him travel with me for next 
year again.  So I want to improve my English for media and fans, I want to tell my 
feelings in more detail.

Q.  How much did you study last year?  Every day?
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NA YEON CHOI:  Every day, one hour class, and rest of day I just talking with him 
in English, so I think that's more make me better English.

MODERATOR:  How often did you guys -- did you guys Skype this year, or how did 
you kind of do your lessons throughout this year in terms of trying to keep it up? 

NA YEON CHOI:  Actually, this year I couldn't much with him, but when I go back to 
Korea, I always met him and we had dinner and I talk about everything to him.  Then 
even today, this week, I had one-hour class with him on Skype.  So we didn't talk about 
golf, not only golf, we talk about anything.  Like I said I'm going to looking for a new 
house and he tried to help me which house is better for me.  He's more like not just 
English tutor, he's more like manager or assistant to me.

Q.  Do you ever talk baseball with him?

NA YEON CHOI:  Not really.  I think he's a hockey fan.

Q.  Na Yeon, who recommended Isleworth as being such a great place for you?

NA YEON CHOI:  My swing coach, Kevin Smeltz.  He went there for PGA guys and he 
said, you know, good facility for chipping and putting and always great condition for 
wintertime.  So actually I spend time in Orlando only like 10 weeks a year, but I think it's 
good investment in myself for improve my short game.

Q.  How long have you been thinking about finding a different practice facility?

NA YEON CHOI:  Just maybe two months ago.  When he came to Hana Bank, he came 
to Hana Bank and he said you need to practice more for short game.  Then I know I 
want a better facility for winter training and then he say, I went to Isleworth before, but 
it's in really good condition every day, so I think you can get membership from there.

Q.  Do you have the membership yet?

NA YEON CHOI:  Not yet, I'm going to tomorrow, I have appointment 11:00.

Q.  At this time, at this moment, who do you think is the best South Korean player 
on this Tour?

NA YEON CHOI:  Except me?

Q.  Well, that's what I want to hear.  Is that hard for you to say, that you're the 
best?

NA YEON CHOI:  I think it seems that Inbee playing really well this year.  I think she 
had a lot of confidence from this year and I think she can play really well next year, too.
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Q.  But is it hard for you to say yourself that you are the best South Korean 
player?

NA YEON CHOI:  I think it's not difficult, but I don't want to say.  I think she plays really 
well.  I talk to Inbee a lot of time and when we talk about golf, she has a lot of 
confidence and I play with her at Sime Darby and she had a lot of confidence I can see, 
I could tell.

Q.  This was a great year for South Korean golf, almost as great as 1998.  Any 
thoughts on that?  You win the U.S. Open, second on the money list, Inbee wins 
the scoring title.  What does that mean to your country?

NA YEON CHOI:  I think I'm pretty proud from all the South Korea players and I know a 
lot of junior golfers playing well from Korea and almost every day they watch on TV for 
us.  Like same as me, when I was young I watched it on TV and I had dream from Se Ri 
or Kimme or Grace Park.  And when I met them, when I met all the junior players in 
Korea, they told me like I'm Na Yeon kid like I'm Se Ri kid?  I'm Na Yeon kid, I always 
watching your golf game on TV.  I mean, that makes me really happy, yeah.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions for Na Yeon?  All right.  Well, thank you very much.  
Congratulations, a great way to finish the year.

NA YEON CHOI:  Thank you.  
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