
  

                                                                                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SO YEON RYU
Saturday, November 17, 2012

Q.  Great round today. 

SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, thank you.

Q.  Six birdies, two bogeys.  Just take us through your day and what was working 
well for you.

SO YEON RYU:  Actually, today my shot was lot better.  Actually last two days my shot 
wasn't really great, but today my shot was lot better.  But the problem is today -- I 
mean, after finished the front nine, my back is pretty painful so my swing was not 
working after that nine.  So I a little bit struggle with my swing after nine, back nine.  But 
I think I cover up pretty well with the short game.  I'm really happy with my result.

Q.  What happened to your back?

SO YEON RYU:  Just common, common things, sometimes if it too tight, maybe just a 
little painful.  Especially, you know, last night I wearing high heels during the three hours 
might be the problem.

Q.  You had a string of four birdies on the front nine. 

SO YEON RYU:  Yeah.

Q.  Take us through those.

SO YEON RYU:  Well, shot was really, really great, I just made it's like three-foot birdie 
putt, then five foot, seven foot.  So that shot and putt was really great.  Especially 
actually the sixth hole birdie putt was not really easy putt, but I made it so it was pretty 
motivated, so that's why I could go through like made two more birdies.

Q.  Last night you had a great speech -- 

SO YEON RYU:  Oh, thank you.
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Q.  -- when you stood on the stage and accepted the Rookie of the Year award.

SO YEON RYU:  Actually I was pretty nervous to prepare the speech.  Every rookie's 
speech was so well.  Anyway, after speech I was so much relieved, and yesterday I 
slept so well because I don't have to worry about speech thing, so maybe that's why I'm 
playing great.

Q.  Is it easier to play in the final group on Sunday than it is to have to give a 
speech like that? 

SO YEON RYU:  It's really hard pressure, both really hard, but you know, golf is like just 
my job.  It be more easier to prepare it.  Speech is not my common thing, so maybe 
speech is a bit more tougher, just like two percent.

Q.  When did you start feeling tightness in your back?  Did you feel it on the 
range or not until you got out?

SO YEON RYU:  It was on the ninth hole after I hit a tee shot, it was just really painful.  
But it really common thing so I really not big worry about it.  I'm going to the medical 
center maybe tomorrow.  How cool the LPGA have a medical trailer? 

Q.  Do you think it might have been related to wearing heels last night?

SO YEON RYU:  Umm, maybe, but I don't know.  Just common thing.

Q.  How often do you wear heels?

SO YEON RYU:  Not much, I'm not really big high heel fan.  Yesterday was really 
special day, so that's why I took a high heel.  I think it looks pretty great, so that will be 
fun.

Q.  You say this is a common thing.  Do you deal with back issues on a regular 
basis?

SO YEON RYU:  Well, you know, before I start the tournament I always warm up pretty 
great, I spend really much of time like 30 minute, 40 minutes, and just I think yesterday I 
was just tired so that's why it just really painful.  Maybe tomorrow it will be better.

Q.  The interesting thing is you've had such a good rookie year.  The sense I get, 
you still have a lot of energy the way you speak.  I was just wondering, do you 
wish this rookie season could go on for another month or two or do you need a 
break?

SO YEON RYU:  No, no, this is too much.  I'm so happy to play in my last tournament.  I 
think that's why I'm really happy, especially I really love, too, being with the LPGA family 
and sponsors and fans so that's why I've got a lot of energy.
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Q.  Is this your last tournament of the year or do you have other tournaments 
overseas?

SO YEON RYU:  Actually this is my last tournament on the LPGA.  Then we have a 
Korea against Japan tournament in Korea, and then I have one more tournament in 
Taiwan, then done.

Q.  And those are before Christmas?

SO YEON RYU:  Yes, yes.

Q.  Are you looking at the leaderboard at all, seeing who's there?

SO YEON RYU:  Well, maybe now Na Yeon Choi leader, Ai is 11-under, now I'm third.  
So maybe tomorrow I will pairing with them.  I always really happy playing with Na Yeon 
and Ai, you know.  Ai is really friendly people and Na Yeon is Korean people, so maybe 
tomorrow is really great (indiscernible) for me.  But you know, the final round, final group 
is always tough, but I have to enjoy that group.

Q.  Is there any country competition?  I know you guys are all friendly, but is there 
a little rivalry at all?

SO YEON RYU:  It's really hard to compare with Korean girl, same country, but, you 
know, outside of course we are the same country people, we are friends, but in the 
course absolutely we are friends but also we are competitor like in the final group.  So 
it's not really big different as American, Japanese, whatever, just like same Korean 
player, same player, same competing, yeah.

Q.  If you know golf, Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer were rivals.  Are you 
similar?  You both won the U.S. Open, you both won the Jamie Farr Classic, you 
both idolize Se Ri. 

SO YEON RYU:  I'm just rookie and Na Yeon is really incredible, so I don't want to 
compare to Na Yeon, I just want to play my game.

Q.  What would it mean to beat her, though?

SO YEON RYU:  Beat her?

Q.  Would it give you any -- if you won and beat her, would that boost you up 
even at home?

SO YEON RYU:  No, no, no, not really big different.  Na Yeon's already really successful 
player and now I'm just baby (indiscernible) player.

The TwinEagles Club - Eagle Course

 www.tee-scripts.com 3

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/cme-group-titleholders-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/cme-group-titleholders-2012/


Q.  So no love-hate there?

SO YEON RYU:  Nope, I just love to play with them, that's all.
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