
  

                                                                                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  NA YEON CHOI
Saturday, November 17, 2012

Q.  Great playing, another solid round out there.  Kind of what were the keys to 
your round today?

NA YEON CHOI:  Actually, during the front nine I was very -- I was a little calm and I 
think this morning was more windy, but I finished strong and I was keep focusing my 
game and I really had fun with Britney and Ai and I'm very happy how I finished today.

Q.  Heading into tomorrow, last event of the season, what would it mean for you 
to be able to get a victory here and close out the season with a win?

NA YEON CHOI:  I'm just happy I have to play just 18 more holes and finish this year.  
Actually, you know, I suppose my body tired or mental tired, but I feel great right now 
and I have a lot of confidence and then I'm ready to go.

Q.  Overall, I mean, since that win at the U.S. Women's Open, everybody talks 
about what it takes after becoming a major champion, what has the rest of the 
season since then been like for you and how, you know, I guess getting back up 
there again?

NA YEON CHOI:  Well, I mean, I didn't win after the U.S. Open, but still I feel very 
honored to win a major tournament this year, and also a lot of people still saying 
congratulations on the U.S. Open.  So it feel make me great, and yeah, like I think I got 
lot of (indiscernible) from the U.S. Open and I had a lot of experience from there, so I 
would never forget that day, yeah.

Q.  After that win, is there a lot of pressure that comes with becoming a major 
champion?  Do you put any additional pressure on yourself or do you kind of 
have to put that out of your mind?

NA YEON CHOI:  I think I had extra pressure after the major tournament because a lot 
of people said you're a major champion, you should win, or a lot of people expect better 
result.  But I can't control that, so I try to accept what happen, and even like other fans 
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in Korea or media saying, you know, I just try to accept and I just focus on what I can 
control.

Q.  Overall on this golf course, what have been the biggest keys for you 
throughout the week to be able to shoot low?  And I guess when you're looking at 
it tomorrow, what's it going to take for somebody --

NA YEON CHOI:  I'm not going to change my strategy, but I think on this course you 
have to more focus on the second shot and especially around the green.  If we miss a 
little bit, it's going to be like we going to have like double bogey or a bogey easy.  So I 
think I have to more focus from the second shot and even club choosing.

Q.  Is it easier to not be tired when you're in the lead of the last tournament of the 
year?

NA YEON CHOI:  Actually, the leading is always pressure and really make me more 
pressure, but I feel very healthy right now and, I mean, I don't have any injury this year, 
so I feel great.

Q.  I think you get Ai in the final group tomorrow again and So Yeon?  

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah.

Q.  Talk about playing with them and against them. 

NA YEON CHOI:  I think it will be really exciting.  I mean, I played with Ai today and we 
talked a lot about Korea or Japan, even my dog, everything.  And even if I play with So 
Yeon tomorrow, it should be more fun.

Q.  Did the course change much with the wind today?  It seems like it looked like 
it was a firmer course today. 

NA YEON CHOI:  I think so.  I mean, right now wind pretty calm right now, but this 
morning was more windy than right now.  Some hole, if we miss a little bit and we had 
big trouble.  So even tomorrow we have to -- I think I have to focus fairway first and 
then green first.

Q.  Were you irritated by the 3-putt on No. 3? 

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, I had 3-putt on the 3rd hole.

Q.  How did you feel?

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, the first putt was a little short and my par putt wasn't bad.  I 
think I hit solid but wasn't a lot, it lipped out.
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Q.  But no mistakes the rest of the way?

NA YEON CHOI:  No, no.

Q.  Was that more important than thinking birdies on those?

NA YEON CHOI:  I think I just, especially this week I had a lot of confidence about my 
putting stroke.  So even when I had a birdie chance, I feel really comfortable and 
confident and I feel I could make it.

Q.  What iron did you hit on 17?

NA YEON CHOI:  17, par 3?  I hit 5 rescue, hybrid.

Q.  How far? 

NA YEON CHOI:  To the pin?

Q.  No, how long was your putt?

NA YEON CHOI:  The putt, five yards.

Q.  15 feet?

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah.

Q.  We'll teach you.  You said it will be more fun tomorrow with So Yeon.  Why?  
Do you guys practice a lot together?

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, especially So Yeon, we grew up together in Korea since junior, 
so I mean, we know each other very well, so I can talk about non-golf, you know, just 
like what are you going to do wintertime or something like that, so I think that's going to 
be help for focus my game.

Q.  Is it hard to be friendly, though, and realize you're playing for the tournament?

NA YEON CHOI:  I think it's good rivals each other.  Like even during tournament, if she 
had -- if she has birdie and I feel I can have birdie, too.  So I think it motivate each 
other so it should be fun tomorrow.

Q.  If you win, will you take her shopping in Tokyo with your money?

NA YEON CHOI:  Actually Monday I'm going to -- I'm looking for a new house in 
Orlando, so I want to make better -- good result this week to buy a new house.

Q.  Might be a bigger house?
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NA YEON CHOI:  Maybe, depends on my result.

Q.  Where are you looking?

NA YEON CHOI:  Sand Lake in Orlando.

Q.  Where do you play?

NA YEON CHOI:  I supposed to play in Reunion but I change it to Isleworth. 

Q.  Are you going to play in the Tavistock Cup?

NA YEON CHOI:  I don't know.

Q.  There's a lot of Koreans that live in the Sand Lake area. 

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, Vizcaya, I'm looking in Vizcaya. 

Q.  How much has winning the U.S. Open do you think helps you when you get 
into situations like this where you've got a one-shot lead and there's a lot of 
people with a chance?

NA YEON CHOI:  I think for me always leading is more pressure than chasing.  I have 
to accept my position right now.  And then even tomorrow I'm not going to think about 
how many strokes behind us, I just play my game.  And I have good experience with the 
U.S. Open, so I will try maybe think about that feeling, that might help for when I 
nervous tomorrow.

Q.  I have to ask, what was your best shot of the day?

NA YEON CHOI:  Today?

Q.  What shot are we going to write about?

NA YEON CHOI:  I don't know.  What about putting on 17?

Q.  Okay.

NA YEON CHOI:  Same as yesterday.  The birdie putt was big to me, I think.

Q.  How come?

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, if I didn't make that putt, maybe I should finish at 11-under, 
so it should be, you know, tie first place, but (indiscernible) leading right now.  I said 
leading is always extra pressure, but I'm happy with that.
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Q.  Have you picked out a house yet or are you going to look?

NA YEON CHOI:  I'm going to look.  I haven't.

Q.  If it comes down tomorrow you and Ryu are tied for the last hole, will you 
guys stop talking?  Does it get serious?

NA YEON CHOI:  I don't know, maybe.  I mean, even today I talked with Ai until 18th 
green.  So, I mean, we play serious, but, you know, during just walk, we just more 
talking.  I think that's more for everybody, you know.  Sometimes some golfers, too 
much focusing during five hours, I think we need to just like even 10 or 15 minute focus, 
that's it.

Q.  That's a good point.  Does it take more pride to you though if you were to beat 
her tomorrow?

NA YEON CHOI:  I don't know.  She's a good player, too.  Even Ai, she played well 
yesterday.  So I think a lot of good players chasing me, so I have to keep focusing my 
game and I have to play my game, too.

Q.  Having known her for so long, how impressed were you by what she's been 
able to do her rookie season?  Everybody saw her win the U.S. Women's Open 
last year, but then for her to come out here and be able to win again and put 
together so many Top 10 finishes, Top 5 finishes like she has, winning Rookie of 
the Year?

NA YEON CHOI:  I think, I mean, it's hard to -- I'm not judging her, but I think she's a 
pretty smart girl and she knows what is the good practice or what she need, so I think 
she can be really good player.

Q.  When did you first meet her?  You said you go back to your junior days?

NA YEON CHOI:  When I met her first, that was really long time ago.

Q.  You were how old?

NA YEON CHOI:  I was 14 years old or 15 years old, so more than 10 years ago.

Q.  At a tournament?

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, junior tournament in Korea.

Q.  Did you beat her?

NA YEON CHOI:  I was older than her, I mean I'm older than her, so I think I started 
earlier than her, started golf earlier than her, so maybe, I couldn't remember.
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