
  

                                                                                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SUN YOUNG YOO
Thursday, November 15, 2012

MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, everyone.  We'd like to welcome in our current leader, 
Sun Young Yoo, into the interview room.

Congratulations.  I guess a great round, 6-under par.  First off, just take me through that 
day out there and what it was like out there on this golf course.  First time that you guys 
have played this in competition.

SUN YOUNG YOO:  I hit the ball great all day, but I'm a little disappointed how I finished 
the last couple holes.  But still 6-under was a good score and I really like the course.  I 
played practice round on Monday and Tuesday and I just felt it's kind of similar to Grand 
Cypress a little bit.  I felt pretty good.  And actually we got pretty lucky with the weather, 
it wasn't windy out there, so I'm very happy with where I am right now.

MODERATOR:  As we were watching the leaderboard earlier today before the coverage 
came on TV, we just kept seeing those birdies on the front nine.  When you were going 
so well early on, did you have a low number in mind as you kept seeing those birdies 
rack up? 

SUN YOUNG YOO:  I tried to forget previous holes so I can think of next shot and just 
think about one shot at a time.  I missed short one on No. 7, I started on back nine, so 
No. 7, so that was kind of (indiscernible) to get me going.  But I still have 54 holes to 
play, so I feel good.

MODERATOR:  As I was looking through your stats, you're 3rd so far this year in 
greens in regulation and 122nd in putting.  Today you only needed 25 putts.  Was there 
something about your putting stroke today that just felt good or that you were able to get 
it going?  

SUN YOUNG YOO:  Actually I had my coach here earlier in the week and he told me to 
grip down a little bit when I putt so I can hit more relaxed, so I think that kind of helped 
me a lot.  And I rolled the ball pretty good, so I feel good with everything.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Sun Young?
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Q.  You've been on the Tour here for a few years, you were Rookie of the Year in 
2006.  I was wondering, what have been the challenges towards maintaining a 
high level of golf with all the good young players coming in?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  What's the question?

MODERATOR:  What's been the challenge in keeping up your strong play?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  Actually, for me I came to the States in 2005, so it was kind of hard 
for me to get used to living in some other country.  Then I had to play more smart.  I 
worked on my short game more than long game.  I kind of got used to playing in the 
States since 2008, I feel better now in more years.

Q.  I think you mentioned here that your iron play is your strength.  Was that the 
case today?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  Yeah, my short irons were working really well.

Q.  What happened on 8 and 9?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  I don't want to talk about it.  I hit 4-iron on No. 8 and it took a big 
bounce on the green, so I hit my ball 10 yards over the green and I kind of hit fat on my 
chip and then it barely got on the green and I three-putted there. 

Q.  9?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  9, I three-putted as well. 

Q.  How difficult is that green on 8?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  No. 8, yeah, there were some funny greens out there, but it was 
kind of tough with the wind helping (inaudible). 

Q.  When you're getting to 8-under and 9-under, do you start thinking about 
some of the magical numbers, 60 or even 59?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  No, I didn't even think about the score, I just tried to focus one shot 
at a time.

MODERATOR:  Sun Young, this year for you, you became a major winner for the first 
time at the Kraft Nabisco.  What has that experience been like for you, and has it 
changed at all with the pressure that you felt after kind of earning that first major 
championship? 

The TwinEagles Club - Eagle Course

 www.tee-scripts.com 2

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/cme-group-titleholders-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/cme-group-titleholders-2012/


SUN YOUNG YOO:  Actually I had more pressure after winning the major.  I put more 
pressure on myself and people around me were expecting more of me, so it was good 
and bad for me, but it was worth winning.

Q.  Can you give me an idea of why the Korean players have done so well on this 
Tour?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  Everybody ask me that question, but I don't really have an answer.  
I mean, everybody works so hard and, I don't know, maybe hard work pays off.

MODERATOR:  I was going to say, that's your favorite quote, isn't it, hard work pays 
off?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  Yes.

MODERATOR:  One of the things that I wanted to ask you about, too.  As much as we 
see you, you're pretty quiet when you come up here, whatever, but I was reading 
through on our media guide, one of the questions that you had on the questionnaire was 
one of the nicknames that people call you is your friends call you the course clown.  Is 
there a good sense of humor that's kind of hidden underneath that we don't get to see? 

SUN YOUNG YOO:  I'm pretty quiet on the golf course, but I like to have fun off the 
course.  It's good to (indiscernible) on the course, but sometimes you have to be 
serious.  Yeah, I like to have fun off the course.

Q.  You were able to putt really well on the front nine, excuse me, the back nine.  
What did you think of the greens (inaudible)?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  The back nine for me, it was front nine for me today, but I read 
perfect, I rolled the ball really good.  The greens were in good condition.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions for Sun Young?

Q.  One thing I was wondering is, a 66 is really good.  As we were watching you 
after, I suppose human nature kicks in and (inaudible) 64 and 65.  Is that kind of 
what you were thinking as you came up?

SUN YOUNG YOO:  Yeah, I was kind of disappointed myself after finish.  You can still 
be mad after you shoot 66, but I tried to forget about last couple holes and have 
something to work on a little bit so I can have good round next three days.

MODERATOR:  Anything else?  Well, thank you very much and best of luck in the rest 
of the week.

SUN YOUNG YOO:  Thanks.  
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