
  

                                                                                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  LIZETTE SALAS
Thursday, November 15, 2012

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome Lizette Salas into the interview room.  First off, 
great playing out there today, nice round, 4-under par.  Take me a little bit through the 
day and what was really working well in your game. 

LIZETTE SALAS:  Well, I started off with a bogey on the first hole, so that kind of -- 
you know, it was a little reality check that it's not going to come easy.  

So I came back with back-to-back birdies on the par 5 and the par 4 and then made 
some really good, tricky putts.  I forgot what hole it was, but I made really like a 
35-footer for birdie and then just really took advantage of the par 5s and made a really 
good birdie on 17 that got me to 4-under.  

I wasn't even trying to shoot low, it just kind of happened, just picking my targets and 
hitting good shots.  I think the putter really was working for me today and hitting a 
couple bombs out on the tee box kind of helped me, helped that momentum going.  

I hit a couple of chunk shots out there that, you know, it's easy to do out here, but just 
kind of laughed it off.  I chunked it on my approach on 18 but it was a good one, so I'll 
let that one slide.  I was trying to make birdie on 18 and it didn't fall in, so there you go, 
you can't really force it out here, so it was good.

MODERATOR:  Very sold round and it's been a very solid rookie year for you.  It's now 
coming to the end.  It seemed as the year went along your game got stronger as well.  
Take me through the year and what you really learned throughout your rookie season 
and how happy are you with how your game has progressed. 

LIZETTE SALAS:  My rookie year basically started in March out in Phoenix.  I was 
really nervous coming out here and so my mom and dad would kind of travel with me 
through the west coast swing.  And then we got to the east coast and, you know, still 
nerves were there, but I was just kind of getting settled in.  

It wasn't until, you know, the U.S. Open where I finally had a really good round, and I 
guess everybody knows that I shot 80 in the final round, but I learned a lot that week 
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and just getting my name out there and showing what my game can do.  The Asian 
event was kind of where my game really blossomed and I felt really comfortable in the 
situation I was in.  

Now as the season is ending I kind of wish the season would keep going just because 
I'm playing really solid golf.  I'm just having a great time here.  My dad's been traveling 
with me the whole year, I think he's only missed like three events, but he's really been 
the backbone to me playing comfortably and it's fun to go from place to place.  It's a lot 
different than college golf and, you know, so my body's a little tired right now just 
because I'm not used to it.  But it's been a great rookie season and next year I won't be 
a rookie, it's sad.

MODERATOR:  You talk about how big of a role your dad's played this year, but he's 
had a huge impact on your entire golf career.  For those people who don't really know 
your story and how much your dad helped get you into the game and what he did, can 
you share a little bit about that? 

LIZETTE SALAS:  Are you trying to make me cry?  No, my dad has been working at 
Azusa Greens golf course for 30-plus years and he's the head mechanic there.  It was 
my brother supposed to play but he didn't like it, so I'm the youngest of three, so I went 
out there and just kind of took it as a hobby. 

As I got older, I got better and that's when I started loving the game.  We didn't have a 
lot of money back then, so my dad did favors for the head pro and, you know, I barely 
had a pair of golf shoes and I didn't know how to dress.  It was a very scary time just 
because I didn't see many girls that looked like me or in my area that played golf, so it 
was a little shaky, but I didn't care what anybody told me.  

Now I'm here and it was a little tough to get here.  I went to SC and had a great four 
years there.  We won the national championship in '08 and I was four-time All 
American.  So, I mean, if somebody were to tell me that back then, I would probably tell 
them you're crazy because I like to stay humble and I don't like to think of myself as any 
better than anybody else.  I just took it for what it is and try to make every day better.  
Now I'm here on the LPGA and living my dream. 

Q.  (inaudible) 

LIZETTE SALAS:  Azusa Greens Country Club.  It says "country club," but it's a public 
golf course.

Q.  When you talk about not seeing anyone on the course that -- in your area 
that -- not many girls probably that looked like you, when they talk about getting 
women into the game, can you relate?  In other words, does the game feel 
intimidating for a newcomer when they get somewhere and feel like they don't 
belong?
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LIZETTE SALAS:  Yeah, it can be a little intimidating.  I think now the game has just 
been getting a lot better and bigger.  I think it's less intimidating for women and young 
girls to get into the game, but back then when I was 7, 8, 9 years old, there wasn't that 
many.  I had to play with boys most of the time.  I think that's where it really helped.  And 
I played golf in high school with the guys, so I think that really helped me.  I think in 
general right now it's a lot better for young girls to get into the game of golf, yeah.  I 
wish -- I wish there was many more opportunities back then when I was a child, but I 
kind of had to deal with what I had and I had a great support system from my family, 
from my community.

Q.  Two-part question here.  What do you think you've learned the most about 
yourself in these past few months, and the other thing is, what do you think you'll 
have to do to maintain and continue building off your rookie season?

LIZETTE SALAS:  That's a good question.  I think the past couple months I've learned 
and realized that I have the game to be on Tour and to be contending week in and week 
out, and I know it's not going to be an easy road to become the best player in the world, 
but if I just keep working hard and working on the things that I know are going to make 
me better, I'm on the way there.

What was your second part?  Sorry.

Q.  (inaudible) 

LIZETTE SALAS:  You know, I think with golf being more mental, I think that's very 
important for me.  I tend to beat myself up a little bit mentally out on the golf course.  In 
the last couple months I've realized that I've become a perfectionist and that's not my 
fault, that's partly my instructor's fault.  I'm just kidding, Jim.  But I've just gotten really 
comfortable with my game so far and I think that's where it's really going to be important 
for me next year, is to be comfortable and to be more aggressive when I need to and to 
not beat myself up mentally and just to know that I can really play this game very well.

Q.  One of the things Stacy Lewis mentioned in here yesterday was she was 
asked about Player of the Year and she talked about the young kids; she wanted 
them to know it's okay to go to college and come out here and be successful.  
Was that something that you felt like you could do coming out here with her kind 
of success?

LIZETTE SALAS:  Oh, yeah.  You know, I think Stacy was a senior when I was a 
freshman.  Is that right, Coach?  Yeah?  So I've heard her name and she's obviously a 
great player.  But I have always -- it's always been in my mind that I was going to stay 
in school.  Both my parents, it wasn't a choice, I had to stay.  USC's a really private 
school, prestigious, big time history.  So it was hard at the beginning, but I think staying 
four years and grinding it out and learning so much not just on the golf course but in the 
classroom, it's really helped me be more mature.  It's helped me appreciate what I have 
and to really just go for it.  
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You know, I kind of feel like an old rookie being 23 and all these other girls are in their 
teens or barely 20 years old.  But I don't regret anything and I do wish a lot more of 
these young girls would go to school, and really, that's the time to learn and that's the 
time to make mistakes.  I made several and so I just -- it's just what they feel, I guess.

Q.  Maybe to follow up on that a little bit, did you even for the slightest moment 
ever think about going straight into the pro ranks -- 

LIZETTE SALAS:  No.

Q.  -- or were you definitely going to college?

LIZETTE SALAS:  Yeah, that was my first and foremost goal when I was a child is that I 
knew golf can get me into school.  I was the first person in my family to graduate from 
college and I think that's another reason why I stayed.  I wanted to win four national 
championships and that's why I stayed.  

My coach, Andrea Gaston, recruited great players, so I thought it would be great to just 
play with them and help them make me better.  I think I was ranked No. 1 when I was a 
sophomore, and if anyone asked me if I was leaving, I said no, are you crazy?  I'm not 
going to leave right now.  At that time I didn't feel like I was ready for the Tour.  

So I graduated in four, on time, which is a big thing for me, and went out on the Futures 
Tour for a couple months, didn't play so great.  But I went into Q school and I got my 
card that way.  I don't regret any day or event in that process.

Q.  What was your greatest achievement amateur wise beyond the team title, 
Women of Troy, sorry.  How much traveling did you do? 

LIZETTE SALAS:  How much traveling did I do outside of college?  I only played like 
three events in the summer.  But my greatest achievement I would say, oh, Lord, I 
would probably say that four-time All American at SC.  I think it's the first in the golf 
history that somebody's done it.  That was my goal, is to be an All American all four 
years.  And there's going to be a lot more, I'm going to tell you that right now, but just to 
be the first, that was a great accomplishment for me.  I think also being named team 
captain, that was a big, big thing for me.

Q.  On a question that has no bearing on anything anyway, but what was it like 
traveling as much as you did this year, going to Malaysia?

LIZETTE SALAS:  Oh, that was a little rough.  Actually flew economy to Malaysia.  Well, 
I brought my dad and my caddie, so we all flew economy.  It was a little --

Q.  Welcome to our world.  No, keep going.

The TwinEagles Club - Eagle Course

 www.tee-scripts.com 4

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/cme-group-titleholders-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/cme-group-titleholders-2012/


LIZETTE SALAS:  I probably slept like 13 hours that first night.  I was just lightheaded 
and the food isn't the same as here, you know, the humidity.  But I played well in 
Malaysia.  Just flying back and I flew back to Taiwan, that's a lot, a lot of traveling this 
year.  I think just having my dad travel with me helps me a lot.  It was a great experience 
and I think as I get older or more mature, more acclimated into the traveling life, it's 
going to get a lot better.  I won't fly economy anymore, though.

Q.  Lizette, the way you got your card at Q school was quite impressive.  Do you 
ever sit back and think what you accomplished in that playoff and kind of where 
you would be if it hadn't of gone that way?

LIZETTE SALAS:  Yeah, I look back and I just think to myself how did I do that?  
Something in me came out that day or those three holes that showed that I really 
wanted to be on Tour and that I deserved to be on Tour, and that everyone called me 
Miss Clutch for a while and that was nice to get attention.  

But I knew coming into this season nobody really cares how I got on Tour, nobody cares 
about those three clutch putts.  As I got through the year and got more comfortable, I 
really look back at that and say, you know, it happened for a reason, and if that didn't 
happen, my rookie year would probably be a little different, a little more shaky, not so 
comfortable and not knowing which events I'm going to be in, so I'm very thankful.

MODERATOR:  For those in the room that don't know how you got your card, the 
drama that unfolded at the end of Q school, can you just explain to them exactly what 
happened? 

LIZETTE SALAS:  I think I was in 21st or just outside the Top 20 and I made a birdie on 
the final hole to get into a nine-way playoff.  So I just went straight to the putting green.  
I knew it was going to come down to putting.  I didn't know the whole playoff situation, 
so they came up to us and they're like okay, there's nine of you.  Then we asked how 
many spots are there and they just said three.  We're like oh, shoot.

And so I went in the second group, birdied the first hole, about a six-footer.  Birdied the 
second hole, which is a par 4, about a three-footer.  Then two girls ahead of me eagled 
18, so I was tied with two other girls.  I had a little lengthy 18-footer and the hands 
started shaking and I knew what I had to do at that moment.  My caddie and I picked a 
line and that's where I hit it and it went in.  All I heard was my mom screaming, so yeah, 
that was for birdie, yeah.  I wasn't too happy with my approach shot, so I knew I had to 
make that 18-footer.

MODERATOR:  Pretty impressive stories that you've gotten.  We talked to Stacy Lewis 
earlier in the week and she said that she's felt kind of like the underdog her entire life 
and that's kind of made everything that she's achieved even sweeter.  Do you kind of 
feel in that type of role?  Is that how it's kind of motivated you throughout?
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LIZETTE SALAS:  Yeah.  Growing up, no one really thought I would become such -- 
so successful on Tour.  Even this year, you know, I have some comments said, oh, we'll 
see how she really does on Tour.  So I've never really been thought of a player to 
dominate or to be, you know -- to stand out, I would say.  

But these last couple months my name has been on the leaderboard and I kind of like 
people telling me that I can't do something because that just pushes me and motivates 
me to go out there and prove them wrong.  I've had it my entire life as a junior golfer and 
even a collegiate golfer, so I totally feel what Stacy's talking about.  

Even now on the LPGA Tour Americans are, you know, this is the first time Stacy's 
won -- or an American has got Player of the Year.  I think we all feel like underdogs in 
that sense, but now American golf is becoming better and hopefully I'll become part of 
that movement and we'll see.

MODERATOR:  Sounds great.  Well, thank you so much for joining us, best of luck the 
rest of the week.

LIZETTE SALAS:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  We look forward to seeing more of you.

LIZETTE SALAS:  Thanks, guys.  
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