
  

                                                                                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SUZANN PETTERSEN
Thursday, November 15, 2012

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome one of our co-leaders, Suzann Pettersen, into 
the interview room.  Congratulations, great round, 6-under par, great finish with a birdie 
on 18 to tie for the lead.  Take me through the day out there and what was really 
working well for you today.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Just really tried to stay within the game plan on the first front 
nine.  Didn't really feel like I got anything kind of for free out there, had to kind of really 
work hard to keep the score together on the first 12.  Then I made a few birdies coming 
in and I almost made a birdie on 17, lipped out.  It was nice to finish it up with birdie on 
the last.

MODERATOR:  Everybody's talked about the greens all week.  How tough are they, 
and did you feel like they were pretty good to putt today? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think they're very true.  Obviously there's some undulations 
to the greens.  I feel like the course is playing really firm, especially the fairways.  Some 
holes are actually playing shorter, the shortest I've played them so far.  Then again, it 
doesn't take much of a little breeze and you have a different element of challenge in 
there.  So I was very happy with my start.  I grinded it out, it was a good 66 and we'll tee 
it up tomorrow morning.

MODERATOR:  We talked to you earlier in the week just about how the season has 
come and how you've been playing some of your best golf of late.  What's been the 
biggest difference, and are you at the point now where you really don't want this season 
to end because your best golf that you're playing? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, but you know what, I still feel like I have the best golf 
ahead of me.  I'm not too worried if it's season 2012 or season 2013.  My big goal now 
is to prepare and be well for 2013 and hopefully come out strong the way I finish and 
hopefully get another three good rounds together and see where that takes me for this 
tournament.  You know what, it's just fun to go out and challenge yourself and actually 
try to execute what you practice.
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MODERATOR:  What would it mean for you to win this season-ending event?  I know 
it's not a major title, but it's a big deal to kind of finish off the season strong, one of the 
biggest first-place prize checks of the year.  What would it mean to win here?  

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, we play the game to win it, don't we?  I'm in it to win it.  
That says it all.  There's a lot of golf left and I don't really think about it too much.  I feel 
pretty -- I feel like my shoulders are fairly freed up after kind of winning two in Asia.  I 
don't feel like I really have to go out and do anything.  That makes the game just that 
much easier and you can kind of try and hit the different shots you see and play your 
instincts. 

MODERATOR:  Questions for Suzann? 

Q.  Atop the leaderboard with a bunch of champions in the mix.  How tough will it 
be to pull this out?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You know, I didn't really pay too much attention.  I saw some 
girls are like 5-, 6-under when we were only five, six holes into it.  I'm really trying not 
to even pay attention to it, but I just looked at one leaderboard just to see kind of what 
people were doing, how kind of what the course is giving us.  I knew there was birdies 
out there and I didn't even know that Yoo got it to 9-under at one point, I didn't even 
know that until I saw it on the last.  It just shows if you get the putter hot here, the 
greens are true, you roll it well, you're going to roll in some putts from short distance and 
long distance.  I'm just very happy with the way I grinded it out today and I can put my 
legs up tonight and sleep well.

MODERATOR:  Your group had quite a few birdies.  Did you guys, you and Cristie feed 
off of each other at all in terms of when you're playing well like that? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I just tried to birdie the last so I didn't have to be paired with 
her tomorrow.  I mean, it's like you play with Cristie, we're competitive.  I mean, I know 
she probably wants to have the low round in the group.  You just know it's going to 
annoy her when you kind of take it right at the end there.  But we had a good day.  

Like I said, I didn't really pay attention too much to their game, but I know Cristie and I 
were pretty equal going down the last and I said to Brian, I'll try to help us out here with 
a birdie so hopefully we're out in the last group and we'll see where that takes us.

MODERATOR:  I was going to say it looks like, looking at your scorecard, you'd have a 
birdie, then she'd have a birdie, or you'd birdie the same hole.  A little extra 
competitiveness going on there? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah.  I won it today.

MODERATOR:  Was there an extra wager there? 
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CRISTIE KERR:  Maybe, Pettersen Kerr, 1-up.  It's just fun to see her playing well and 
obviously her winning last week.  She has got her confidence back and it's going to be a 
good hunt this weekend.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions? 

Q.  Anything you can attribute to your really playing at such a high level the last 
month? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  No, I don't know.  Hard work pays off.  Sometimes you work 
hard and you put in the hours and sometimes that pays off straightaway, other times it 
takes a little bit longer.  But I think the most important part is to always trust what you 
do, believe what you do, never doubt it even though the results might not be there right 
off the bat, and eventually when it starts clicking, it will click.  So I guess that's kind of 
my answer to it.

Q.  So you could actually see yourself playing better or playing well this summer 
and you figured it was a matter of time? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You know what, I played really well and actually missed the 
cut at the British Open and I had the best preparation, I had the best kind of feel, best I 
ever felt on a links course.  Went out, missed the cut, that was hard to swallow really.  
But that's the game of golf.  I mean, sometimes your feel doesn't always match the 
score; sometimes you feel like you play awful and you shoot 65.  And then it kind of 
kickstarted a little bit at the last couple of rounds in Alabama and ever since I haven't 
really looked back. 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Thank you very much. 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Thanks.  
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