
  

                                                                          

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  YANI TSENG
Wednesday, November 14, 2012

MODERATOR:  We are joined and proud to be joined by the Number 1 player 
in the Rolex Women's World Rankings, Yani Tseng, who is here this week.  

Great to see you.  I'm sure everybody has a whole lot of questions, but let's 
just get an update.  How are you feeling coming in this week and how has your 
year been over the last, let's just say, month or so? 

YANI TSENG:  I feel good.  The last month I've been playing pretty good.  
Everything's getting better.  Actually, this is my sixth in a row.  I never played 
that much, but I'm so excited for every tournament because I just feel like I'm in 
good position, I have chance to win a tournament.  

I was a little struggling three or four months ago, but everything, everything's 
good.  I'm learning so much last couple months.  I've been learning how to 
balance my life and how to do anything -- enjoy more and be happy as a 
person on the Tour, so I feel good.

MODERATOR:  You were super woman last year and you were super woman 
at the beginning of this year, and you just admitted that you went through some 
struggles.  I know you changed caddies a couple of times and I know you've 
been adjusting to things. 

Can you share with everybody here maybe a little bit more detail on what 
you've been feeling, how tough it was to go through that, and what specifically 
you've been working on to change? 

YANI TSENG:  I think I don't have to play well to be a super woman now.  
That's what I learned because I always want to be World Number 1, I want to 
be best golfer in the world.  

But last three or four months I was really trying too hard and putting myself too 
much pressure and I second guess myself if I can still win a tournament or 
anything.  I was just very struggling but I wasn't very happy.  When I look back 
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now, I feel that was kind of my best time.  You always learn something from the 
mistake, you learn something when you don't play well, and I figure that 
helping people, it makes me very, very happy.  So now I realize I want to 
helping more juniors, I want to give it back.  I want to do some charity event 
that makes me feel very happy because I feel like I'm very lucky that I'm 
playing golf, living the dream, so I want to help some people living their dream, 
too.  I feel like golf is not everything in my life, but I want to keep doing it, keep 
working hard, do the best I can on the Tour and giving back on the Tour and 
always smile just like before to be a happy person instead of struggling 
because people e-mail me on the Facebook and say I don't see your smile 
anymore.  I feel bad about that.  It doesn't matter how I play just like before.

MODERATOR:  You look like you're having fun.  Let's take some questions 
from the folks here.

Q.  Yani, for two and a half years you basically were dominating the Tour 
and then Stacy had her really strong run.  Was it a case, too, at some 
point you have to tip your cap to the other player and say that player is 
playing really well, too?

YANI TSENG:  I was asking Stacy because I saw her putting, it's amazing, so I 
tried to get some tips from her.  It's very different, how can you get tips from 
another best player.  

But I was very happy to see her playing so well.  I think it's very good for 
American golf, very good for the LPGA and I think it's great.  18 years, never 
had an American player win Rolex Player of the Year, so I think it's a good time 
to let her win so hopefully next year I can get it back.

Q.  Yani, through your struggles this year, was there a point where you 
kind of hit the bottom, you know, in terms of just having a bad day, bad 
experience, whatever?

YANI TSENG:  No, I never had that feel like before in my whole life, I never 
feel like so sorry and I never feel I wasn't happy.  When I stand on the tee I hit 
in the fairway I play worse than an amateur.  That's what I feel.  I'm very happy 
I had a great team, my coach and my manager and they all really staying 
positive and try to give me some confidence on the golf course and I just feel 
very appreciative for that last three, four months and it's getting better now but 
I just feel very happy.  Last months was for me, I think it's kind of a little 
nightmare because I don't know how tough is that and probably nobody 
understand because everybody want to be World Number 1 but no one was 
understand how hard it would be to be World Number 1.  I feel now I know why 
Lorena and Annika retire because it's very hard (indiscernible.)  It's very easy 
when you have someone in front of you you can chase.  You want to be World 
Number 1 but now I feel like I have to play well because everybody look at you 
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as a best golfer, you finish Top 10 is like it's for sure.  So now it's that's why I 
make it more pressure on myself.  Now I just feel better.  I really learned a lot 
and I really appreciate how much I (indiscernible).  Maybe in the future I will 
get that again but I think I would know how to handle that better.

MODERATOR:  Yani, there are several South Korean born players on the Tour, 
obviously several Americans on the Tour, but you represent Taiwan, and having 
been there myself and watched your press conference there last year and 
knowing the amount of folks that follow up, is that more than some people can 
ever understand or relate?  Was that a part of the pressure you perhaps felt to 
be Number 1, because you had a whole country looking at you all the time? 

YANI TSENG:  Oh, I think so, especially after last year I feel more pressure 
after that because I've been playing pretty consistently and then there is one 
tournament I didn't -- I was beginning of this year playing eight or seven in a 
row Top 10, and I missed one, I finished 12, and I see all the newspapers 
talking about what's wrong with Yani, finished 12.  I was like, I didn't do 
anything wrong, I still play my golf.  At that time I feel very, very opposite and I 
keep saying to myself, but it's hard.  I always check on the Internet what they 
talk about me and what media talk about me and it gets in my mind really. 

It kind of hurts a little bit because I mean golf is not an easy -- people here 
understand but those fans, maybe some of the fans they don't understand if 
they don't play golf.  They thought I can win it easy every week like last year. 

MODERATOR:  I remember last year at the Rolex awards dinner Hee Kyung 
Seo made the comment about the rearview mirror and objects are closer than 
they appear and she was going to kind of chase you.  Now they are so many 
players that are chasing you.  You're still at the top and obviously that's a great 
thing for you, but do you feel different about the Tour?  Are there more great 
players?  Do you feel more pressure because they're really coming close to 
you now? 

YANI TSENG:  Of course.  I think the LPGA has done a very good job and all 
the players, I mean everybody gets tougher and tougher.  If you're staying 
there, keep going up you're going to drop very quick because those players, 
Stacy and Suzann, Cristie, they all play well and you need to keep your like A 
skill, A game to be able to win a tournament and I think it's great.  It's great for 
golf, it's great for those junior kids that are able to watch us play and to learn 
something from us.

Q.  I was just wondering, you were talking about giving back to charity in 
the future.  Is there anything that you've done in the last four months, do 
you go to a movie or do you do something to relax or take a break from 
golf?
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YANI TSENG:  Yeah, I mean, last four months is hardest to do that because I 
keep telling myself to relax because I know when I play my best, I always 
relax, I go shopping, I watch movie.  But last three, four months I figure it's very 
hard to do.  My coach just told me to do three things that you really want to do 
now and I couldn't find three things.  The things I only want to do is practice, 
practice, practice.  For my personality, I'm not like that.  I always go and have 
fun and just relax and play.  I mean, I just very easygoing, but last three, four 
months I feel like it's very hard to do about now.  I feel good right now again, I 
feel like I can do anything now, hang out with my friends and plan on vacation 
to go off season and I feel I'm very happy now.

MODERATOR:  Where do you go shopping?  What's your favorite stores?

YANI TSENG:  I don't know.

MODERATOR:  Will you go to the mall for four hours? 

YANI TSENG:  That's easy.

MODERATOR:  Four hours is easy? 

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, four hours is easy, with a friend and you go and eat 
there, shop there.

MODERATOR:  Come back with bags full, or are you the shopper that doesn't 
ever buy anything and just goes shopping? 

YANI TSENG:  Now I'll probably buy something, but last four months I couldn't 
afford it. 

Q.  When you changed caddies this year, was that a mistake?  Was it a 
sign of panic?  Do you regret that?

YANI TSENG:  Actually, the first I was -- I told Jason on last day I think we 
should take a little break because I feel like me and him like we're in a 
relationship, he's like my boyfriend, we see each other every day and I feel like 
we're fighting too much and I feel like I blame on him too much and I don't like 
that, so I feel like we need to take a little break.  And after a couple months, no, 
actually after like four weeks, I call him to see if he can come back for me, but 
he say like three days ago he like come back to you, caddie for Na Yeon Choi.  
I said oh, maybe that's just something, that reason, I don't know.  And I say it's 
okay, maybe in the future we still can have a chance to work together.  But now 
I have Paul Fusco on my bag and I think he's great.  I think he's a really good 
guy, he's more like my big brother.  He always keep me very confident and give 
me lots of positive things even when I was hitting a couple bad shots but he's 
still thinking positive (indiscernible.) 
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Q.  He is taller than you?

YANI TSENG:  He is taller than me.

Q.  Everybody is, except Steve.  When you mentioned earlier when you 
start second guessing yourself on whether you can win, when did that 
first happen, do you remember?

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, that was just after Wegmans, and the week after 
Wegmans I think we have couple weeks off and I was -- probably my whole 
life I never practiced that much because I was on the range like five hours in 
the morning, probably five hours in the afternoon and hitting a shot and hitting 
every shot to like every five yards from like 40 yards to 150 yards.  I hitting like 
crazy and then I feel good, I feel I'm ready to go.  And I'm playing bad and I 
was like missed cut in Arkansas because I know the more I practice, the more 
expectation I got.  So it just get worse when I practice more because I know 
the way I play.  I always trust myself, always feel confidence, and I feel good 
about practice, but now when I go play, my expectations too high.  I'm putting 
way too much pressure on myself.  If I'm hitting one bad shot, I was like, 
What's wrong with me?  I feel that way, too.  That's not good, that's why you 
get stressful.  Before when I played my best, I hit couple bad shot, that's fine 
because everybody going to hit a bad shot.  So I just looking forward and I just 
feel very appreciative right now.

MODERATOR:  You mentioned doing some charity work or trying to find some 
other things to take your mind off of the golf and not so big.  You were in Oslo, 
Norway, for Suzann Pettersen event.  She had Annika, she had Lorena and 
she had you, all Number 1 players in the world at one time or another.  And 
you saw maybe the impact that she had with her event. 

Is that something that you started thinking about and say I want to do 
something like this, too?  Is that what you're referring to maybe one of the 
things? 

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, that's one of them.  But I think when I see Annika, 
Lorena, how much they've done for the LPGA, how much they've done for the 
junior golf, girls golf, because it's very amazing because for this long time, now 
Suzann's coming out with the right to play and I'm very -- it's my big honor to 
be there with Annika, Lorena and Suzann and we've always been good friends.  
I'm learning a lot from them and I wish in the future I can keep it up, I can be 
like them helping out more people around the world, do some charity event 
and it give me some inspiration to see how much (indiscernible)  It's getting 
more popular and there's a big crowd when we're playing, so it was pretty 
exciting to see.
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MODERATOR:  Any other questions out there?

Q.  Yani, even though Stacy has won Player of the Year, do you feel like 
you're the best player out here?

YANI TSENG:  I think you always want to think you're the best player out here, 
it doesn't matter who is.  I think all the Top 10 players, I think they're thinking 
the best player out here.  But you always try to learn something from other 
players.  Top 10, top 20, I always try to learn something from Stacy, from Ai, 
from Suzann because everybody have their different style of playing.  For me, I 
feel like I've been learning a lot on this Tour.  Like I feel like my skills are 
getting better.  I watch all the best golfers playing golf.  I really learned a lot.  
So I mean, now you want to try to be positive all the time.  But it's good to see 
her win.  And I kind of disappointed, too, but it's already last tournament, I have 
no chance to get it back, but I was trying really hard, that why I was playing six 
in a row.  But she was playing good and it's happy to see that and hopefully 
next year I can get it back.

Q.  Yani, talking about a charity event, would you like to have a charity 
event with your name on it kind of like what Suzann and some of the 
others have done?

YANI TSENG:  Right now I don't think that much.  It doesn't matter what charity 
I do, it doesn't have to be my name.  If I feel like I'm helping people, that 
people really receive my things and really get inspiration from me, I think that's 
the most important thing.

Q.  Yani, if you were asked this, I apologize; I had to step out one moment 
when the phone was ringing.  When you asked Stacy about her putting, 
could you tell us about that, what she said, because you're the 1 and 2 
players in the world, so I'm interested in that. 

YANI TSENG:  I asked because she's been working on AimPoint for like two, 
three years and I try to ask how does that work.  She say it kind of easy and 
it's -- I was like it's easy?  I feel like it's kind of very difficult for me to work that 
way.  So I kind of just see her, how she putt and I look from the side and how 
she -- like her strategy and her pre-shot routine when she gets the putter.  
The way she plays, it's just so easy every time she make a putt.  It's like, I don't 
know, it's like Inbee, Inbee Park, she is amazing for putting right now, so 
always can learn from that.  From Stacy I asked her, she told me something.  
Maybe I need to ask her more deep so she will tell me more.

Q.  Was this here?

YANI TSENG:  It was in Japan.  We played like two days in Japan and she 
won the tournament.  She shot 8-under on Sunday to win the tournament.
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MODERATOR:  Last thing from me is, this year I know you started out with the 
victories.  In your mind, if it ended right now, a successful year for Yani Tseng 
or a disappointing year for Yani Tseng? 

YANI TSENG:  Successful.  I still win three tournaments, I still have 11, 12 Top 
10s.  So maybe I can win this tournament, you never know.  It doesn't matter 
the results of this week, I feel I still have success year.  

I'm still World Number 1, so don't forget about that.  So I still can have a happy 
ending.  You World Number 1 and next year I'm still going to be World Number 
1 at the start of the season.  You never know what can happen.  Maybe I can 
have a great start and great finish.  (indiscernible)  But I think that's a success, 
that's part of the success.  If I don't have that, maybe I couldn't be success.

MODERATOR:  I'm still Number 1, don't forget about that.  Great quote.  Yani 
Tseng.  Appreciate it.  
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