
  

                                                                                    
  

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  
SUZANN PETTERSEN & MICHELLE WIE
Wednesday, November 14, 2012

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thanks again for being here.  We want to welcome Suzann 
Pettersen into the media center here at the CME Titleholders.  You just got done with 
the pro-am.  We have a seat, we'll fill it in just a second.  Everything go well out there 
today? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I'm just a little bit bummed on sitting on this hard chair.  No, 
everything's great.  The course is in very good shape.  It will be an interesting week, big 
greens, some huge runoffs, and I'm ready.

MODERATOR:  You are moving way up the money list and way up the World Golf 
Rankings, so things are going very well with two victories these back-to-back weeks.  
What's been different for you?  

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I think all year has been a fairly good year for me.  I 
know my results haven't been what I expected them to be, but my inner feel and my gut 
feel has been my game is very close.  It's been nine holes here and there that just 
complete the four rounds to put together to win tournaments.  And in Asia, I just seem to 
love Asia, seem to have won half my events in Asia.  

Made a few small changes, not major changes, but a few changes where I felt like I 
needed to kind of tighten the screws a little bit and it paid off right away.  So I'm not 
going to tell you guys what I'm doing, but it's not major changes.  It's just how I 
approach the game and I've been really trying to just enjoy the game a little bit more.  I 
changed caddies, which seems to have a big impact.  I probably had more fun on the 
golf course the last month than I've had for the last five years, so it's seems like the love 
of the game is back.

MODERATOR:  I was thinking that I could do this whole interview and have a lot of 
questions, I know they have questions as well, but I have somebody that really wants to 
come in straight off the LPGA communications committee and host the press 
conference from here out.  We want to welcome in Michelle Wie.  We have the chair all 
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ready for you.  We'll try to spice it up a little bit.  I've got this microphone.  Welcome.  
How are you doing? 

MICHELLE WIE:  Good, good.

MODERATOR:  I heard you had a great pro-am experience as well.

MICHELLE WIE:  Yes. 

MODERATOR:  I'm going to give you the microphone and let you kind of take over.

MICHELLE WIE:  I get to ask questions?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Keep it --

MICHELLE WIE:  So, Suzann -- 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You've got five minutes.

MICHELLE WIE:  So great two wins over in Asia.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Thank you, Michelle.

MICHELLE WIE:  I just want to know, did you think about (inaudible) when you were 
over the ball when you had your winning putt? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, because I was thinking of doing that Gangnam Style 
dance.  If Michelle is here, I have to do it. 

MICHELLE WIE:  How did that pineapple beer smell on your clothes? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You know, thanks so much for that.  I'm the senior, you're the 
junior.  You get away with this stuff.  No, good to see you in here.

MICHELLE WIE:  You have a new Nike driver in your bag this week.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  What color is it?

MICHELLE WIE:  Might be like red, I think.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, it's actually going to be in my bag.  Is it going to be in 
your bag? 

MICHELLE WIE:  I'm still working on getting the right fit.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  See, I'm easy to fit.
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MICHELLE WIE:  Do you like it?  Do you have more yardage off of it? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think I feel like I have more speed.  It's new technology, it's 
hard for me to outdrive you, but it's a great feel, it's a great look.  I went with a small 
face.

MICHELLE WIE:  I'm up for a rematch again if you want.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Now I have a smaller face with less spin, I might actually run it 
past you.

MODERATOR:  Are you talking about revisiting the Solheim Cup down the stretch? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I can leave it with this, I won.  I can leave it with this.

MICHELLE WIE:  That fist pump, I was so angry.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Hello?  You play to win the game.

MICHELLE WIE:  That was a pretty good fist pump.  I'm talking about at the last Nike 
shoot, we had speed trials and I whupped someone's butt.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, she did.  She's a little bit taller than me, she gets a 
bigger arc.  It's hard for me to make up for that. Even though I've got bigger guns, it 
doesn't really do it with the golf swing.

MODERATOR:  All right, Michelle.  Let's hear some of your riveting questions.  The 
other thing you have to do is you have to engage the likes of a Doug Ferguson, a Steve 
DiMeglio.  You have a lot of reporters in here.

MICHELLE WIE:  I heard Steve is moving to the Orlando area.  Do you plan on being 
his new best friend?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I've given him a restricted area where he can live far away 
from me.

MICHELLE WIE:  Restraining order?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Restraining order way outside of the Orlando area for me.

MICHELLE WIE:  How do you feel about this course this week? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think it's a good course.  I think the two sides are quite 
different.  I think the front side is a little tighter.  The greens are a little bit more severe, 
the severeness, and you really have to pace yourself and not try to be overaggressive 
to some of these approaches because the -- you can have to pay a hard price to get it 
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up and down from some of these spots because they just cut the runoffs so much.  On 
the back nine they actually cut some of the roughs.  I think the back nine is where you 
can really go low and obviously you really try to be -- play within yourself on the front 
nine.

MICHELLE WIE:  With these different shaped greens, you have a windshield wiper 
green and you have a square green, do you approach them any differently than you 
would a round one? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Good question, Michelle.

MICHELLE WIE:  Communication major.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  These greens, they're huge.  Kind of like I said, the biggest 
thing you've got to look at here is not try to be overaggressive.  You can always -- if 
you play all the shots from the center of the greens towards the flag, I think you'll be in 
good shape.  I hope the wind picks up a little bit so it makes it a little bit harder.

MICHELLE WIE:  I heard you came down here a couple weeks ago to have a little 
practice round with David Leadbetter.  Something must have worked right for you in the 
last week, last two times you won in Korea and Taiwan.  What are some of the things 
that you worked on? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Am I going to tell you these secrets?

MICHELLE WIE:  Um-hmm, yeah.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  No, I just came down here, I think he had a day off and I think 
he drove down here and kind of joined the club and had a nice practice round with us.  I 
was meant to play Wendy's yesterday and today.  No, what day is it today, Wednesday?  
No, Monday, Tuesday.  So I came down a couple weeks ago to see the course, do my 
preparations, knowing that I would only get to see the pro-am.  I pulled out of Wendy's, 
so actually the preparation actually turned up to be a little bit different for me, but it's 
okay.

MICHELLE WIE:  You pulled out of Wendy's because you have a shoulder problem 
right now, but the doctor gave you a green light, as I saw on Twitter.  How's it feeling 
right now? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  It actually feels pretty good.  I felt really bad in Mexico, I was 
very close to pulling out, and I thought it would be better to leave Wendy's and give 
fresh kind of start to Cristie straight off the winner's circle, give her my spot and come 
here and try to get another title before the year is over.  Just try to be smart.  I saw the 
doctor on Monday, I just want to make sure to keep playing that I wouldn't hurt it 
anymore.  I was afraid it was a tear.  There was no evidence of a tear, it was just some 
inflammation.  So I like drugs, I'm on the drugs.  
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MICHELLE WIE:  And with that we'll open up questions to the floor. 

Q.  You're supposed to follow up and say what drugs?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Just do it.

MODERATOR:  Questions?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Michelle, you nailed it.

MODERATOR:  Ninth on the money list right now, fifth in the World Golf Rankings, so 
you're climbing back up.  Can you talk a little bit about where you were maybe mentally 
with a lot of players having great years and I know you were close on many occasions 
but weren't quite able to get it done, and then all of a sudden you got hot, you've moved 
back up again and you're back in the mix.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  What's the question? 

MODERATOR:  Do you enjoy where you are right now on the money list and the 
World Golf Rankings compared to where you were -- 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  There are certain things I don't really pay too much attention 
to throughout the year, one of them is money list, two is world rankings.  It jumps up and 
down every week.  You win tournaments, you'll move your way up the rankings, you 
move your way up the leaderboard, and when you don't win, you go the other way, you 
go south.  

My big goal is 2016 Rio, so everything I do now is kind of that's my biggest goal.  Four 
years will kind of go by very, very quickly, so I'm just really trying to find my theme, try to 
know that what I do that is good and feel like I need improvement and it kind of releases 
a lot of pressure from the regular season. 

MODERATOR:  Specifically what about Rio?  The fact that you can be there or is the 
gold medal more important than majors? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  For me, it is.  Growing up in Norway, the Olympics was the 
biggest thing in sports.  It still is, winter and summer.  I never thought that I would ever 
compete in an Olympic Games as a golfer.  So when that chance kind of came up a 
couple years ago, it was a very obvious goal for me to -- it would be nice to maybe 
complete a career with a gold medal or a medal in the Olympics or see where I stand 
after '16.  That's kind of where I see my road right now and it's quite exciting.  

Both of us were a part of that final bid in Copenhagen, which was another interesting 
weekend for the Pettersens and Wies, but it's just exciting to have that as a main goal.  I 
know for a lot of the golfers, they don't really care, they would rather take a green jacket, 
they would rather take a U.S. Open title.  I think it will take, my honest opinion I think it 
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will take a generation to kind of build that -- build the kind of respect and the honor it is 
to actually have a gold medal in golf.  I think you will see the kids at four, five years old 
now seeing Rory or having a dream, seeing Rory and Tiger compete for an Olympic 
medal, once they see that, they want to be there as well and I think that's when you start 
building the new kind of generation where the Olympics would be a major part of the 
sport of golf. 

Q.  Who is Norway's greatest Olympian and who was your favorite? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  It's a skier, Andre Aarmodt.  He's probably the most winning 
athlete in any World Championships and Olympics.  I think he has over 20, if you take 
Phelps out of the picture.  He's the biggest winter Olympian ever.  Aarmodt, he's a 
downhill skier.  But we have so many great, especially in the winter, it's our pride and 
honor, it's everything we've got.

Q.  Who's the greatest summer Olympian from Norway?  

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  That's a good one.  They have the best javelin thrower pretty 
much in the world, he's like the top 2.  Summer's not our strongest season.

Q.  I don't know if they're going to do anything about it, but there's been a lot of 
chatter when they get to Rio whether it should be just 72 holes of stroke play or a 
introduce a team element.  Do you have any thoughts on that?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think golf is an individual sport, I think we should play as 
individuals.  That's how this game was brought to this world, I think that's how it should 
be played.

Q.  Except for the Solheim Cup?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, someone's got to kick their every now and then. 

Q.  (inaudible) 

MICHELLE WIE:  You know, I think it's very complicated.  I talked to Ty Votaw a lot 
about this, especially this year in London when I met up with him.  There's a lot of 
discussions about it and I hear both sides of it.  I think it's too big for me to have a say in 
it.  I would love a 72 stroke play, that's the most fair and most like a regular golf 
tournament.  Although I think a team event would be fun.  In swimming I love watching 
relay events, I love watching relays in running and such.  I think it would be fun for 
people to watch playing in a team event.  I think that also brings in a lot of complicated 
situations and whatnot with medals.  But I think there's a lot of things they need to work 
on.  Fortunately for golf we have four more years and I think by then we'll have it all 
figured out.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  If you look at it, we could play one individual and one team.  
It's like tennis -- 
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MICHELLE WIE:  You need to have an individual component but I think adding on a 
team event could be fun.

Q.  Just as a follow up again for both of you, you have the match play and I think 
everything else is stroke play.  Any thoughts on trying to add a little more 
diversity to basically how you keep score.  I remember the closing event on Tour 
a couple years ago --

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  We did Fed Ex cup in one event.  That's why it's different out 
here.

Q.  Would you like to see more of that?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I would love to.  I like to bring different formats to the season, 
it just brings up the excitement for you guys, changes up a little bit for us.  

I mean, I like watching the guys play the Fed Ex cup, I like how it all breaks down to the 
very end.  You have the best guys of the year competing in the last event and it makes it 
exciting to play.  I love the match play, it's like we play -- I think we can change it up a 
lot.

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, I love playing match play, I love team events, I love match play.  
I'm not quite sure about like stableford and all that stuff, I have no idea how that works.  
Maybe have a team event format, a two-person team that would be fun, or I think our 
Sybase Match Play is a great event where one against one, it just really brings out the 
best in it, so more formats like that would definitely be fun.

MODERATOR:  I want to ask both of you a question based on the two players that are 
competing for the Vare trophy and the two that really battled for Player of the Year.  I 
want to get your thoughts, let's start with Inbee Park because I don't think a lot of people 
here really know just the type of player she is.  She's kind of the next in line of those that 
have come up that people say, wow, she's doing great things.  Can you comment -- 
start with you, Suzann -- about Inbee and what has made her so special this year. 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I just think with Inbee, she is an amazing putter.  She makes 
everything.  I mean, anyone can hit the ball from A to B, but who can actually make the 
most putts.  She is a very streaky putter, but her streak just seems to last forever.  I 
think that's where she kind of does most of her scoring, to be honest.  I mean, she is a 
great ball striker, but I think her putting kind of stands out in her favor.

MODERATOR:  Michelle? 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, I agree with that.  I think this year she's really done I mean 
really well after Evian.  She's always been a great putter ever since she was in junior 
golf.  I remember playing against her and whatnot and just seeing her just make 
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everything and it's just so easy to her.  I think a lot of people say she doesn't look 
excited when she makes a putt.  I wouldn't be excited if I made every single one of 
them.  She's very consistent and she's definitely a player to watch for sure. 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  She plays a lot.  She is going to do nine tournaments in a row.  
This is her seventh in a row, she's going to do nine.  She plays a lot in Japan, she plays 
a lot here.  She's just got to pace herself, otherwise she'll burn to fire too early.  You 
want to last in this game for a long, long time.

MICHELLE WIE:  Like you.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, like the veteran I am, in my 30s.  Just my prime, just 
starting.  Just in golf you have so many years ahead of you, it's so easy when you're 
young and playing well to just keep playing, but resting and kind of listen to your body is 
also important.

MODERATOR:  Stacy Lewis, Number 1 player this year, Rolex Player of the Year.  
What do you have to say about Stacy?  She was in here earlier, said she almost can't 
believe it.  What's your take from an American point of view, Michelle? 

MICHELLE WIE:  You know, I'm so proud of Stacy especially after what she's been 
through with her back, everything.  I'm so proud of her.  I think she is a great human 
being.  I'm so happy she won Player of the Year.  She was the first after Beth Daniel, 
right?  

I had dinner with Beth Daniel a couple weeks ago and we talked about that and it's 
great to have an American as the Player of the Year finally.  I'm so happy that it's Stacy.  
Hopefully the next American will be me but I'm really happy for Stacy right now.  She's a 
great inspiration, she really motivates me to play better out there and get to that spot.  
It's great to see, it's something to look forward to.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  She's had a phenomenal year, very consistent.  She is a 
grinder, she's a very hard worker, she has great work ethics.  It's actually unbelievable 
that she's the first American player after Beth Danielle in, what is it? 

MODERATOR:  '94.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  '94, that's 18 years it's been.  I think it was about time some of 
the Americans came up and -- it's very important for the Tour, it's important for the 
growth of junior golf here in the States.  She's had a fantastic year, like you've got to 
give her a round of applause. 

Q.  How surprised were both of you that Yani hasn't won since she won three of 
the first five and she won 12 times last year.  How surprised or shocked are you 
that she hasn't won?
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SUZANN PETTERSEN:  To win 12 times during a season, it's going to be hard to back 
that up.  No matter how you look at it, it's going to be hard to do that again.  But she is 
under a lot of pressure.  I know Yani really well.  She started off really well, came out 
really hot and we're all human.  She has a little bit of a draft, whatever you want to call 
it, during the season.  She has a lot of criticism.  She's in the spotlight.  If she does well, 
she is going to get credit.  If she doesn't do well, it's easy to criticize.  I think she is -- 
she is starting to play better again.  Like I said, it's hard to back up the season she had 
last year.

Q.  What took you so long to get started this year?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Takes some time to get this machine going, man.  It's a shame 
it's over.  I could go one more week.  Next year -- maybe I'll just start playing in 
December this year and maybe I'll peak a little bit earlier next year.

MODERATOR:  Last thing from me.  This is the year-ending event on the LPGA.  How 
would you summarize yourself what's been the story of the LPGA Tour this year and 
what would your message be to everybody about the LPGA for 2012?  Michelle, you 
first. 

MICHELLE WIE:  You know, I think the big story this year obviously is Stacy being the 
first American Player of the Year.  That's a huge story for us.  

Also, I think just with the Olympics and everything, getting ready for that, preparing for 
that.  Same thing as always, we're becoming a very global Tour.  We've had some very 
successful stories, in Asia with Suzann winning both of them in Korea and Taiwan, 
which is great.  I think just a lot of personal stories here and there.  It's been a fun year.

MODERATOR:  Suzann? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, it's exciting.  We just finished a season with four majors; 
next year we've got five.  That's exciting, gives us one more shot at it.  I think our 
schedule, I think the Tour in general is starting to really look healthy again.  We have a 
lot of tournaments, we have new tournaments, we have good old tournaments that's 
been there for a long, long time that kind of wants to still be a part of the LPGA, which I 
think is great.  So I think we're looking really strong.  We've got a lot of good golfers.  
The depth of women's golf I think is only getting better and better every year and it 
makes all of us work harder in wanting it even more.

MODERATOR:  Thank you very much for coming in.  Thank you very much for coming 
in.  Michelle Wie and Suzann Pettersen. 
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