
  

                    
  

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STACY LEWIS
Wednesday, November 14, 2012

MODERATOR:  Good morning, everybody.  Thanks very much for being here.  My 
name's Kraig Kann, chief communications officer at the LPGA, but these next 15 
minutes or so are certainly not about me.  

It is a distinct pleasure and honor to have Stacy Lewis here, four times a winner this 
season and now the confirmed Player of the Year.

I'm going to start with that and ask you, first of all, what you feel like about that and what 
that pressure might have been like over the last few months.

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, it's -- I don't know if it's quite sunk in yet.  I've been running 
around like crazy since I clinched it last week in Mexico and it's unbelievable, especially 
the way I played the last few months with all the pressure, been thinking about it every 
day and all the time, and it's just crazy to me just how far I've come over the last few 
years and to be the best player on this Tour is, I mean, I don't even know what to say.

I know the last two rounds at Lorena's I did not sleep very much.  I was going through all 
these scenarios in my head, what if it comes down to one point and this and that.  I 
played great the final round there and to just get the job done was pretty satisfying. 

MODERATOR:  Is a lot of that pressure self induced, or is a lot of that pressure people 
coming up to you and talking about it?  Is it the fault of your agents for bringing it up 
constantly.

STACY LEWIS:  We can always blame my agents, right?  We can always blame 
them. 

I think a lot of it was myself.  You always put a lot of pressure on yourself.  I remember 
last week, you know, everybody was -- I could tell that even my friends, they knew 
what was on the line and they didn't want to talk about it, they didn't want to say 
anything.  I was like, guys, it's okay, we can talk about this.  I really just tried to enjoy it.  
I went home the week of Taiwan and I talked to Beth, Beth Daniels, and she told me to 
go out there and enjoy it and that was one thing that she kind of regretted looking back 
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when she won in '94.  The week in Japan was probably the most fun on the golf course 
all year and it was kind of a huge turning point for me.

MODERATOR:  I don't think a lot of people knew that you were over in Asia, you flew 
back home and then flew over there.  Obviously the Mizuno Classic is a tournament that 
means a lot to you because it's your sponsor as well.  Did that week off help you?  Did 
you go over there refreshed?  Were you tired?  Were you thinking about it during that 
week about all the pressure that came with Player of the Year and so forth? 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I was planning on taking that week off just so I didn't end the 
year six in a row, and I was so glad that after my weeks in Korea and Malaysia that I 
was taking a week off because mentally I wasn't in the right place.  I was thinking about 
Player of the Year and going through all these scenarios and Inbee was playing really 
well and go to the off week and Inbee almost wins in Taiwan, and I tried as hard as I 
could not to watch scores but that's just not in me.  I was definitely thinking about it. 

I usually play well at Mizuno and I knew I play well usually at Lorena's, so I wasn't too 
nervous about it.  That week home, that was the week home I actually had dinner with 
Beth and we got to talk a little bit and it just really helped free me up to go play golf 
these last two weeks.

MODERATOR:  Before we take some questions, there are some things that aren't 
settled this week.  The Vare trophy's up for grabs, I don't know if you're paying attention 
to that looking at scores and numbers and so forth.  The other thing is the opportunity to 
cross $2 million in earnings.  If you were, to win this week, you would do that.  There are 
only four players that had done that prior to this year, Inbee's over $2 million this season 
already.  So Annika, Lorena, Karrie Webb and Yani were the only players that ever 
crossed $2 million.  Money isn't everything but that is kind of a benchmark.  

How important is that to you to perhaps cross that? 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I didn't know that, but I mean --

MODERATOR:  Give you something else to think about over the next few nights. 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, you're trying to make me think about more.  The money part, I 
think it's not what I play golf for.  I don't play golf for the big checks at the end, I play 
because I love to play.  The money's just kind of an added bonus.  But to be on that list 
with those four people, I mean, that would be an honor just to be included in that group.  
But if I do pass Inbee, I mean, I've got to win this week to pass Inbee on the money list.  
She played better at the right tournaments than I did, but that's just the way it is.  The 
Vare trophy I think is definitely within reach.  Obviously I have to play pretty well, Inbee's 
playing well, so I would like to just give it a run at the end.  I would love to win that, but 
I'm not going to sweat over that as much as Player of the Year.
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MODERATOR:  One last question from me before we take some.  You've separated 
yourself from the other Americans, if you look at the world rankings, and you do have a 
chance to become number 1 perhaps next year.  

What separates you from the other Americans in your mind, aside from perhaps the 
numbers of the victories that have helped you to get where you are in the rankings?  
Why are you different? 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I think, you know, a lot of the American players, you look 
at a Lexi and a Michelle, there's always this hype in the beginning and all the pressure 
and things like that and I didn't have that.  I've been the underdog the whole way.  
People -- I was overshadowed by Michelle at Q school and I think that pressure that 
they have, I didn't have that on me.  I didn't have all the expectations everyone else had 
and I think that's really helped me get to where I am.  I like working hard.  Some girls 
like to do all the extra stuff off the course and the sponsors things and this and that, and 
I just love to go out and play golf.  I don't know if that's what has gotten me to this point 
versus everybody else, but that's just what I like to do.

MODERATOR:  If you become Number 1, you're going to have to deal with that stuff.

STACY LEWIS:  I know, I'll deal with it when it comes.

MODERATOR:  Some questions out there.

Q.  Stacy, what would mean more to you, Vare or the money list?

STACY LEWIS:  I would say Vare just because the money list for us, our purse]s are so 
all over the place, they're not very consistent, that you play well at the right two or three 
events you can move up the money list a lot.  Actually I think I've made more money 
finishing second at Evian than I did in any of my wins.  It's just the way our purse]s are 
working out right now.  So I think the Vare trophy for me would be more of a guideline of 
how consistent you played all year.

Q.  Stacy, when did you start actually thinking about Player of the Year?  Was that 
something on your -- I'm sure it might have been a goal at the start of the year, 
but when did you start losing sleep over it?

STACY LEWIS:  Well, it was definitely not a goal to start the year, I can tell you that.  
Coming in the year I just wanted to hopefully win and be the top American in the 
rankings and that was the goal, and I think in May I accomplished both of those.  So 
that's kind of the middle of the year is when Player of the Year really kind of came on my 
mind and I thought that it was something that was possible and it was attainable.  

And then from there it's just -- it's hard when you're thinking about these numbers and 
these points and what does this mean and what does that mean.  That's what I think -- 
I won those two early, but I think these last two have been the most satisfying because I 
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played well with the pressure on.  That's when there's been the most pressure.  I look 
back to last year, I remember watching the PGA TOUR finish with the money list with 
Webb and Luke going back and forth and I just thought it was amazing how well they 
both played at the end of the year when Luke had to win to win the money list and he 
got it done.  

That's what I said.  If you want to be a great layer, you've got to play well at the right 
time and you've got to get it done.  That's what I look to to finish off this year is if you 
really want to go out there and win this, you've got to play well.

Q.  Also, the sleeplessness that you experienced the last few weeks crunching 
numbers, did any of that also trace a little bit to the fact that there had been such 
a long drought since an American had won Player of the Year?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I think the more weeks that it was talked about and the more 
that people realized how long it had been.  I mean, I wanted to do it for the Tour, I 
wanted to do it for all the other American girls, just for everybody to get that pressure off 
their back.  It's a ton of pressure.  You've got the expectations of yourself and your 
country and your other players.  I mean, it's a lot of pressure and I wanted -- you know, 
as Americans, we have the most wins of any country on Tour this year and I don't think 
a lot of people realize that.  So I just wanted to change that trend and just get, you 
know, get some positive vibes for the American players.

MODERATOR:  I don't think a lot of people know how much effort you've put in behind 
the scenes to deal with some of the pressure or things that come with your rise up the 
world rankings, be it dealing with media or sponsors, you've got the KPMG this year and 
other sponsorships as well.  

Do you want to talk a little bit about that and how maybe you spend time self reflecting, 
talking about goals and so forth to try to be prepared?  Are you comfortable with that or 
maybe more so than you were a year ago? 

STACY LEWIS:  All the extra stuff I would rather not do.  I would rather play good 
golf and, I mean, people write stories about it, but I have to do all the interviews 
and all the pictures and all that kind of stuff.  I would rather be known as just a 
good golfer.  Ultimately that's what I want.  

I'm kind of dreading my speech I have to do on Friday night.  It's not really my 
personality to do all this extra stuff, so I'm trying to learn, I'm trying to figure out how to 
do it.  It's definitely been a learning experience for me to manage my time.  That was 
one thing, I mean, the last two years Meg has been telling me, You're too busy, you're 
too busy, you're doing too much, you've got to say no.  So I'm learning to say no to 
people.  Usually a couple weeks after those conversations I go back to her and I say, 
You were right, so that's usually how it ends.  It's been a learning experience for me and 
there's definitely been some bumps, but I'm trying to learn.
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Q.  I was wondering, what do you consider your bigger accomplishment, being 
Number 1 or overcoming your challenges with scoliosis?

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I probably -- I would probably say everything that I've 
gone through, just the whole journey.  The wins and Number 1, that's a result of hard 
work.  You know, I think if you just -- I just think back to 10 years ago when I remember 
sitting in a doctor's office and him telling me that I was going to have to have back 
surgery.  That was the time that, I mean, I thought I would never play golf again.  Now 
10 years later I'm here winning Player of the Year, that's crazy.  That's not normal, you 
know?  People that normally win Player of the Year are pretty talented and have kind of 
played well all along and I've just kind of slowly worked my way up and I think it's most 
satisfying everything I've overcome.

Q.  Can you tell me a little bit about that year, because I was talking with some of 
your coaches and they talked about how you could hardly lift anything and you 
basically worked on your short game, which I guess may have helped you in the 
long run.  I think they said it was almost a year before you could start driving 
again?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I couldn't bend or twist for six months, but after -- three months 
after surgery they let me start putting and chipping a little bit, but I couldn't make any big 
swings and it usually ended after about 20 minutes because my back would get so sore.  
So those first six months it was more just getting back to daily thing.

I remember the first day after surgery the doctors walk in and they go, All right, it's time 
to go walk.  I said, What?  I just had back surgery and we're going to go walk around?  

I couldn't sit up by myself.  I had to put my arms out in front of me and they pulled me 
up.  So six months, no bending and twisting.  It was a good three months probably after 
that that I really felt comfortable to go play golf again, just hitting the ground or just 
hitting a shot out of the rough, you just get nervous about what's going to happen there.  
I think it was about a year before I played my first tournament and it just -- you just 
appreciate getting to practice every day.  

My coaches, they're like, I love looking out that window and seeing you practice every 
day.  I just love being able to do it again and that's I think why I love playing, doing what 
I do now.

Q.  One of the questions that you were asked about earlier is why are you 
different.  As a youth battling with scoliosis, you were different because you had 
to wear that brace.  I'm wondering how that made you feel, and then the six hours 
where you didn't have to wear it and you had a chance to play golf.  Was that an 
outlet?  What did that do for you?

STACY LEWIS:  I think the reason that I played golf, that was when I could get out of 
my brace.  I think I did the two sports growing up that when you got out of the brace, 
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that's why I could get out of the brace, I swam and I played golf.  That's probably why 
I'm playing golf today.  

It was a hard plastic brace, wore it 18 hours a day, wore it to school, wore it to sleep.  It 
was hot, it was uncomfortable, I had red marks all over my body.  I don't wish it on any 
kid, I can tell you that.  It's not something that anybody should have to go through.  And 
now I just try to tell kids that it's okay, it might seem bad right now, but you can do 
anything you want and just to keep wearing the brace and doing what your doctor says 
and that's all you can do.

Q.  Stacy, do you remember the day, the last time you wore that brace?

STACY LEWIS:  Actually, after surgery I had to wear one for three months, but I do 
remember initially before surgery when I was done wearing it, that was probably the 
only good doctor's appointment I ever had in that time frame.  It was initially I thought 
I'm going to burn this brace, but then I wanted to keep it just as a momento.  I don't 
know.  It was just kind of a relief when I found out I didn't have to wear it anymore.  I 
thought I was done at the time, but I was pretty far from that.

Q.  Where is it?

STACY LEWIS:  It's in a closet at my parents' house.  I have the last one I wore and I 
have the first one I wore.  I got rid of all the other ones in between.

Q.  Will you be putting those on eBay?  

STACY LEWIS:  No, I don't think anybody wants those, it's probably pretty gross.

Q.  Second, when is the last time you ever had to give a speech, and if you did, 
when was it and what was the occasion?  This doesn't count. 

STACY LEWIS:  Did I give a speech at Kraft?  I know I won an award in college, my 
senior year in college and I had to give a speech, but I don't know.  I'm pretty shy, so 
public speaking's not my forte, but I'm working on it.  I feel like I'm getting a little better 
at it.

MODERATOR:  You said you'll be nervous about Friday night.  You said the same thing 
yesterday.

STACY LEWIS:  Yep.

MODERATOR:  I think people who follow you on the golf course know you're a pretty 
determined player, somebody who has a lot of fire.  In your private moments, kind of 
some of the things that you've talked about here, are there things we don't know?  Are 
you pretty emotional and have you thought about, wow, I can't believe this, and get 
really upset emotionally about it?
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STACY LEWIS:  I don't know, I don't know if I've quite had enough time to really get 
there yet.  Maybe Friday night, you know, when I'm up there making that speech, I hope 
I can hold it together, but I don't know.  I just feel I've had so many people that have 
helped me get to where I am that I would like to, if I could, divide up that award and that 
trophy and give it to everybody else.  You don't get to where you are by yourself, there's 
a lot of people that help you get there.  I just think it's amazing how you get put in these 
right situations, you get around the right people.  If I had gone to any other school an 
than Arkansas, I'm not on this stage tonight.  If I hadn't met my college coaches, I'm not 
here or on that stage.  It's just amazing how everything just seems to work out.

MODERATOR:  A couple more questions.  Alex?

Q.  Yeah, just a question.  You have a single rod, right?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, single rod and five screws.

Q.  The discussion at the time of a double rod was the more appropriate thing for 
most kids.  You had to make that decision then.  Was that a hard decision 
because then you were deciding if you were actually going to compete in golf 
going forward?

STACY LEWIS:  It's actually a funny story.  We were going to do the double rod and my 
doctor happened to win a golf lesson at some function they had at the hospital, so at a 
course in Houston.  He went and got this lesson done and somehow my name came up 
in conversation.  I went back to the doctor a couple months later and he was like, You 
didn't tell me you were such a good golfer.  I was like, What are you talking about?  

The guy he had gotten a lesson with was, it was at The Woodlands and knew who I was 
and told him -- the doctor didn't even know I had a scholarship to go play, just never 
came up in conversation.  He was like, We're going to do the surgery different now, and 
the doctor basically made the decision.  He said we're going to put one rod in, you'll 
have more rotation.  The recovery is a little bit longer but you'll be able to play golf 
better.  

That's just another thing, it's just amazing how things just seem to fall into place and 
they seem to work out.

Q.  With all the young girls out here today with the First Tee, what advice would 
you have for these young American girls?

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I hope more than anything that that they know they can go to 
college.  That's -- I mean, I hope that girls all over the country, even the boys, that you 
can go to college, you don't have to turn pro when you're 18 or 20 or 21, whatever it is.  
You can go to college and you can still be successful out here.  
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I think the game is getting so young now that a 27-year old, probably people don't think 
I should be winning, shouldn't be winning Player of the Year, everybody thinks you have 
to be 18 and 20, and that's what I hope kids see.

Q.  Stacy, you talked about the next step for you would be getting to Number 1 
and you talked about how other players that have the spotlight and you've been 
overshadowed a little bit.  Have you watched the effect on Number 1 on past 
players like Yani and Lorena?  Not only is it Number 1, it's great being on top, but 
there's almost a burden with it, too.  Have you observed that and what have you 
learned?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean, I've seen that with Yani over the last couple years.  Last 
year, I think when you're playing well, it's fine.  You know, you've got confidence, you've 
got it rolling.  There's a lot of expectations and there's a lot of pressure there.  If there's 
anything I've learned this year is that when there's more pressure on you've just got to 
go have fun.  

Looking into next year is I want to keep enjoying this stuff.  When it becomes a pressure 
and a burden, you're doing it for the wrong reasons, and that's what I've got to keep 
stressing to myself over the next year is having fun with this and enjoying all the extra 
things that come along with it because when you start, oh, I have to go do this interview 
or I have to do this or I have to do that, I mean, I think that's when it wears on you.  I 
would love to get to Number 1, and when I do, I'm just going to have fun with it because 
who knows how long it's going to last, you've got to enjoy it.

MODERATOR:  One thing also to point out, I'm not going to ask you a question about it, 
but for the media's sake, we have a players' communications committee at the LPGA 
with eight players and Stacy's on that.  Just kind of bragging a little bit about her, not 
only does she play great on the golf course, but among those players that are on that 
committee, maybe none has provided more insight, critique, ideas, et cetera that have 
benefited the Tour in one year's time than Stacy.  A lot of e-mails, a lot of ideas, and a 
lot of ownership, if you will, of the growth of the Tour.  So I just wanted to point that out 
and toss that out there for you all as well.

Q.  Stacy, how much exercise do you have to do to maintain, or do you have to 
have regular checkups with your back?

STACY LEWIS:  You know, I haven't been back to the doctor since three months after 
surgery.  So everything is good as far as that.  I work out a lot just because I like it and I 
feel like I have to just as much as we play and I just need to keep in shape and keep my 
body in shape.  Right now, too, you have to hit it far, and I'm not the biggest one in the 
room, I'm never going to be the biggest or the tallest, so I've got to find a way to hit it far 
because that's the way the game is right now.  If you don't hit it far, I think it's very hard 
to compete.  I like working out.  It's a huge part of staying healthy and playing good golf 
for me.

MODERATOR:  Any last questions?
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Q.  Just a general observation, Stacy.  For the health issues you had, was there 
ever a temptation to say "why me" and yet as you look back on like, if I heard this 
correctly, if you have a different doctor or if your doctor wins a two-day stay at 
the Ritz instead of a golf lesson, you're probably not sitting here?

STACY LEWIS:  Exactly.

Q.  Is there any part of you that looks back and worn's fer worn what great 
Providence you've got going on?

STACY LEWIS:  I think I said "why me" all the time.  I said "why me" after I won in 
Japan, why is all this happening to me.  I think I say it all the time, good and bad.  I think 
it's amazing how you make a decision a certain way, it's just amazing how little things 
seem to fall into place and you kind of can look back and say that was a turning point.  

At the time I didn't really think the stuff with my doctor was that big of a deal, but now 
looking back, I mean, he doesn't win the raffle and I'm not here today?  It's crazy just 
how, I guess it's fate a little bit, I don't know.  I sign at a different school, I have a 
different coach, you know?  I don't know, I don't know what it is, but I think it's just cool 
how you can look back and find those little things that really make a difference and it 
makes you appreciate that, you know, to be thankful that that did work out that way.

MODERATOR:  I'm going to give you the final say before we exit the stage, kind of 
prepare you for your speech Friday night.  Do you have a message for anybody here, 
anything from the year that perhaps wasn't asked or a message to the media? 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I guess I can just kind of go back to what you said, more than 
anything is that what I've learned from the former players is I want to leave this Tour in a 
better place and that's why I do this stuff to help out the Tour, it's why I'm on the 
communications staff.  I want this Tour to get better, I want there to be more events, I 
want kids to have an opportunity like I'm having right now.  So if I can just leave this 
Tour in a better place than when I got here, that's all I can ask.

MODERATOR:  We're lucky to have you.  Thanks to all of you for being here.  Stacy, 
congratulations on everything you've achieved thus far this year.  I think you've certainly 
validated the major.  Boy, it's been a special year watching you play.  Thanks for being 
here today.

STACY LEWIS:  Thank you.  
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