
  

                    
  

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SO YEON RYU
Tuesday, November 13, 2012

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome the 2012 Louise Suggs Rolex Rookie of the Year 
So Yeon Ryu to the media center at the CME Group Titleholders.  So Yeon, you just put 
up with me for the last five and a half hours in the pro-am.

SO YEON RYU:  Yes, I am.

MODERATOR:  I want to just get some thoughts from you on my game.  How did I 
play?

SO YEON RYU:  Am I have to answer this question?  Well, you know, I think he has a 
really, really great swing.  I was surprised.  His swing is really great, but his putting 
wasn't great, same as me.  But yeah, if he practice some more putting, he can hit like 60 
something shot under the par.  You have a really great swing.

MODERATOR:  Well, enough about me.  That's nice of you to say.  This week is a very 
special week for you.  On Friday you will walk up on stage -- 

SO YEON RYU:  Yes, I'm nervous.

MODERATOR:  -- and take the Rolex Rookie of the Year trophy.  Just talk about this 
season.  It's been a long year.  You've had some really good tournaments, you shot 62 
to win at the Jamie Farr.  Just tell us about this season and what it's been like.  

SO YEON RYU:  Actually, really big thing is last year I won the U.S. Women's Open so 
everybody expectation was so huge.  I felt some anxiety because everybody really 
focus on me, everybody expect other win.  But I couldn't win any tournament after U.S. 
Women's Open at the LPGA, even at the KLPGA, so I really wanted to make another 
win.  Then in Jamie Farr I shot 62 that I finally got my trophy and then I'm relieved.  I 
think after that my game is really consistent.  I made a lot of Top 10.  Actually, yeah, if I 
won the other tournament, that's be more happy, but anyway, I'm really, really happen 
with my results so far.
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MODERATOR:  You talked about the Top 10s.  You had 15 Top 10s this year in your 
rookie season.  You won more than a million dollars, but what people might not know 
about you is that off the golf course you're actually about to finish a sports marketing 
degree in university in Korea.  Tell us about that. 

SO YEON RYU:  Actually, now I'm studying about physical education, but I'm really 
interested in sports marketing, especially when I turned a professional golfer, I joined 
my company, I mean, my agent, and I felt like if my agent helped me (indiscernible) my 
game has improved.  So I really pretty impressive about that, so that's why I interested 
in sports marketing.  Especially I see the LPGA slogan is See Why It's Different Out 
Here, then I could felt it why it's different about if the sports marketing effect like that.  
So I really interested in sports marketing and I want to became sports marketer, like a 
managed athlete.

MODERATOR:  You mentioned the See Why It's Different Out Here.  On Friday we will 
see why it's different when you get to walk the red carpet.  Did you pick out a dress? 

SO YEON RYU:  Yes, I did.  It was really tough, it was really tough work because I want 
to looking great, I want to looking pretty.  I want to look a little different as golf course 
because we are athletes, so looks like not really pretty, I mean, a little muscular and 
really healthy, strong.  We hit it like 250-yard driver.  But I want to look like girly on the 
red carpet, so I picked a really classic style dress and high heels, maybe really pretty 
nail like that, so I really look forward to it.

MODERATOR:  The last couple years the rookies of the year have set the bar really 
high with the speeches.  Aza Munoz had the whole room crying.  Last year Hee Kyung 
Seo had some laughs for Yani Tseng when she challenged her.  What can we expect 
from you? 

SO YEON RYU:  That's why I'm nervous, it's really hard to prepare the speech.  I tried 
to search the speech on YouTube and I watched Kyung's and I watched Aza's one.  I 
pretty impressed with Aza's one because everybody cry.  So I want to make a bit more 
the smiling, I want to see the smiling on crowds, but it's still going on.  It's like I'm writing 
about the like 70 percent, 80 percent.  I have to confirm to somebody, maybe Hee 
Kyung or Aza.  

MODERATOR:  If you would, just tell us about this week.  It's the last tournament of the 
year, $500,000 first place check.  I know you've had a great year.  How much would it 
mean to get another victory here at the Titleholders? 

SO YEON RYU:  Well, this is my last tournament in the 2012 season.  I think I'm 
really -- I can't wait to play on Thursday.  It feels like really, really important tournament 
for me.  Everything is -- I mean, everything is really important to start than finish.  Well, 
my start was really pretty great, I finished second place in Australian Open, I lose 
playoff, but I want to make a strong finish in this tournament.
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MODERATOR:  Any questions?

Q.  So now that you're almost completed with your rookie year, are you tired?

SO YEON RYU:  I'm tired?   

Q.  From all the travel?

SO YEON RYU:  Well, yes, I'm tired, but, you know, the most hardest thing here on 
LPGA is traveling, but most happiest thing is traveling.  This is my first visit in Florida, 
also the last week was my first visit in Mexico.  I have lots of opportunity to visit the new 
city, new country, and I have opportunity to make meeting new friends, overseas friends.  
So it's really, really, yeah, I'm tired but it's fun, yeah.

Q.  Do you find yourself more mentally or physically tired?

SO YEON RYU:  Now more physically tired because I already decide Rookie of the 
Year worry, it made me relieved.  Then especially the LPGA announced I decided the 
Rookie of the Year after Taiwan event, then I played in Mexico.  Then I felt like really 
relieved, so I could more enjoy the tournament.

Q.  The other thing I wanted to ask you about travel, too, is my guess is you have 
to pay most of your own travel expenses.  Was that surprising as far as how 
much it took out of your paycheck then?

SO YEON RYU:  Sometimes, but my mother just control the money and actually I never 
check my money, how many costs my money ran or something.  I don't care about 
money thing.  I just love the golf, that's why I am being a professional golfer.  I'm just 
focused on golf.  I really don't know about the cost, but I think definitely it's expensive, 
but it's right deserve, I think, yeah.

Q.  What did you think of the golf course?

SO YEON RYU:  Green is really tough.  I really surprised green is how much (inaudible) 
like that.  Some hole is like pizza slice.  But I like the tough golf course.  I think the tough 
golf course is better than an easy golf course.  I like the challenging.  It might be really 
fun.

Q.  After winning the U.S. Open last year, did you think that the wins were going 
to come easy and did you have to kind of refocus after that?

SO YEON RYU:  No, no, you know, every one is really, really tough, especially if you 
win the major tournament, everybody thought oh, you win major tournament, maybe 
another tournament is really easy to you.  But no, every tournament is really, really 
tough, especially LPGA players playing so great, playing so great.  I pretty surprised 
with LPGA players' short game skill is really, really great.  So that's why these days I'm 

The TwinEagles Club - Eagle Course

 www.tee-scripts.com 3

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/cme-group-titleholders-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/cme-group-titleholders-2012/


more focused on my short game.  If my short game is improved, maybe I can make 
more winning, but still every tournament is really hard to make a win.

Q.  Last one from me:  You have a connection to Psy -- 

SO YEON RYU:  Yes, I am.

Q.  -- of Gangnam Style fame, which is all the rage on the Internet.  Tell us how 
you know his family. 

SO YEON RYU:  Well, his father graduate from my university, so sometimes we play 
together.  Actually, before his little bit of (indiscernible) Psy's become artist signer, but 
Gangnam Style is super famous now and his father's company stock huge increase.  He 
really proud of Psy. 

Q.  Have you ever met him? 

SO YEON RYU:  Well, after I won the Jamie Farr, Psy gave me the letter, autograph it 
there to congrats winning the Jamie Farr Classic, then please become Rookie of the 
Year, blah blah.  So I really thanks to Psy and I really proud of Psy because he is like 
superstar in -- not in just Korea, like global style, so I'm really proud of him. 

Q.  Maybe if you win this week, you can send him a letter and sign it. 

SO YEON RYU:  First I'll be dancing on the green.

Q.  Do you promise?  Promise you'll dance?

SO YEON RYU:  Yep, if I win.

MODERATOR:  So Yeon, thank you so much for coming in.

SO YEON RYU:  Thank you.
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