
  

                    
  

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  INBEE PARK
Tuesday, November 13, 2012

MODERATOR:  Okay.  We would like to welcome Rolex Rankings No. 2 Inbee Park into 
the interview room.  Congratulations, thanks so much for joining us today.

INBEE PARK:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Congratulations on what's been an impressive second half of the 
season.  Looking back at your last 14 events, 12 Top 10 finishes, two of those were 
victories, and six runner-up finishes.  Just tell me about this year and how you've been 
able to put together such an impressive stretch of golf.

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, looking back this year and I've done so many things this 
year, I've been doing a new swing, new stroke, I mean, everything just fitted to me very 
well this year.  I mean, I've moved a lot on the Rolex Rankings, I've moved a lot on the 
money list and I've done a lot of things this year.  

This is last tournament of the year.  I mean, I know there is a lot going on with the wars 
and, you know, money list and everything.  But you know what, I'm just going to try to 
enjoy this week because I think I really deserve to enjoy this week.  It's been such a 
great season and I'm just going to try to enjoy this last week, not to think about anything 
else.

MODERATOR:  We all remember you kind of burst onto the scene when you won the 
2008 U.S. Women's Open and everybody kind of knew your name, but what has it been 
like for you since then when you came out quickly, got that victory and then this stretch 
coming up to this year?  What have the last few years been like and how does it feel 
now to kind of have this success? 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, after all the junior years and amateur years that I've had, I 
thought I was going to be playing really good on the LPGA Tour and I was expecting a 
lot more from me, I think.  I think that was putting too much pressure on me, especially 
after U.S. Open.  I was expecting a lot more from me and I think that kind of hurt me for 
the last four years.
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I've learned a lot the last four years about being a non-Top 10 player and not winning 
for four years.  I mean, that was a pretty tough times, but finally I'm here and this year 
my game's got much improved than last four years, so just happy that I'm here in my 
position.

MODERATOR:  You talked a little bit about all the success you had in junior and 
amateur golf.  Tell everybody a little bit about your story.  How did you get involved first 
in golf and all about the success that you had, I guess, early on as well.

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I came to the United States when I was 12 years old and if I 
remember right, I think I won probably like -- I think I was like five times All American in 
AJGA and I did Player of the Year at age of 13 and won the U.S. Junior at the age of 13 
or 14.  I mean, I thought I was the best player as a junior golfer and I wasn't afraid of 
anything; even the professional golfers I wasn't afraid of.  

As soon as I got on the professional tour, it was a lot different than what I thought and 
there was just a lot more great players than I thought.  Just still learning and I've learned 
a lot and still learning experience.

MODERATOR:  So when did you first pick up the game of golf?  How old were you? 

INBEE PARK:  I was 10 when I first started playing.

MODERATOR:  And so in those two years before you came to the U.S., what made you 
kind of make that transition here to the U.S. to play?

INBEE PARK:  Well, I was on the Korean national team after I played like year and a 
half in Korea and I did that.  And in Korea it's more like, it's really serious, even more so.  
I think it's more of my parents' decision that they decided to bring me to the United 
States because they wanted me to study and learn English and play golf at the same 
time, which is tough to do in Korea, so I think that's why they started, yeah, to bring me 
here.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Inbee?

Q.  You talked a little bit about having success early and then going through a 
tough stretch for four years.  How were you able to work through that adversity?

INBEE PARK:  I think just everything wasn't ready.  I mean, my game, long game, my 
short game, my mental, everything wasn't that ready, and I just wanted before I was 
ready.  That's why I think I've been having a tough four years.  So I just try to -- I never 
played golf for like nine, 10 months, playing tournament golf for like nine, 10 months in 
my lifetime.  So I think there was this process of getting used to the Tour, getting used to 
the traveling, and of course getting used to the culture in America.  Everything just, 
yeah, I just needed time to get settled, I think, so I just tried to be patient.
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Q.  You talked about the travel.  I don't know if it's any tougher this year than past 
years, but you traveled to 13 different countries.  Do you find yourself getting 
more mentally or physically tired from all that travel?

INBEE PARK:  Well, I think, you know, playing golf maybe six times a week is not that 
tough physically because golf is not like, you know, it takes too much energy.  I think it's 
more mental that takes more of your energy in the game of golf, I think.  So I think if 
you're mentally strong and if you're -- if you're really strong, I think just playing is not 
that hard.  I mean, the traveling for me, I just try to sleep well and just eat well, I think, 
so that's why I've been not having much tough time this year traveling.  I played many 
tournaments this year, this is my sixth straight tournament, so I'm pretty tired, but I'm still 
mentally strong.

Q.  Inbee, with all the early success that you had as a junior even up to your U.S. 
Open win, then you go and put expectations on yourself.  How much of a shock 
to the system mentally, psychologically was it?  All of a sudden you go out and 
you expect to do well and all of a sudden, why can't I win suddenly?

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, I just tried to ask myself that question many times, you 
know, four years ago.  Just, you know, couldn't figure out what was going wrong.  I think 
it was mostly just my mental that was just putting me off because, I mean, everything 
wasn't ready, especially my mental wasn't ready to handle all that kind of pressure at 
such a young age.  I think that was, yeah, the most difficult problem that I had to solve.

Q.  What were the bigger expectations at that time, was it the expectations that 
you put on yourself or the expectations of others?

INBEE PARK:  Well, I think it was, you know, mostly from me, probably like 80 percent 
from me and maybe 20 percent from others like parents and probably from media.  But I 
think it's got to be from me because I think to be able to play on the professional Tour, I 
think you have to be able to handle that kind of pressure.  So after winning Evian and I 
felt kind of same way after winning U.S. Open because I hadn't won for a long time, so 
after Evian I was able to handle that kind of pressure at this time, so I was really happy 
for myself, yeah.

Q.  You mentioned a new swing, a new stroke.  What is different about your swing 
than it was a year ago?

INBEE PARK:  Well, I have my fiance teaching me, started end of last year, and it 
wasn't a big change, but it was just a little bit of change.  It's kind of hard to explain the 
full story, but just I've gone to a little bit of a swing change in the last off season and I 
was feeling a lot more comfortable with my swing and how to make the followthrough, 
that's what I've been working on, yeah. 

Q.  What's his name? 

INBEE PARK:  Gihyeob Nam.  G-I-H-Y-E-O-B and last name is Nam, N-A-M.  
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MODERATOR:  Inbee, as you talked about all the swing changes and everything that 
you made, you talked about being engaged, how much has changed in your personal 
life and how much has that even affected your golf game?

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, I started traveling with him end of last year and this year 
full time, and this year especially traveling with somebody that's totally on my side, that 
really helped me, especially in this kind of lifestyle.  It's tough, you get really lonely when 
you travel nine, 10 months a year.  So that's been helping me a lot mentally that he's 
always there for me and somebody's always by my side.  That gave me a lot of comfort 
and gave me a lot of confidence.

MODERATOR:  When did you two meet?  Was he your swing coach first? 

INBEE PARK:  No, because I dated him for about four years so he's been looking at my 
swing for a long time, but he didn't really want to touch it.  He's also a professional 
golfer.  We sometimes share our thoughts on the swings and stuff, but he didn't like go 
into my swing too seriously.  But end of last year I was really struggling hitting balls, so I 
said to him, Can you help me, and he decided to help, so yeah.

Q.  After you won Evian and then you performed well right after that, how did that 
feel and what was different?  Did you have any concerns that, okay, I've won and I 
hope this doesn't happen like it did last time?

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I know, I mean I definitely worried about that after winning Evian.  
I'm just very happy that I was able to do it, the thing that I couldn't do before.  You know, 
I think that was the biggest accomplishment that I've done this year, I think, playing well 
after a win and playing -- I mean winning after the win, winning for multiple times per 
year, I think that's been the best achievement this year.

Q.  Just going back a little bit to the travel, were you surprised at how expensive 
it got traveling to all these different tournaments, and how are you able to handle 
that, especially in the years when things weren't going that well?

INBEE PARK:  Can you repeat that question?

Q.  First of all, were you surprised by the expenses involved in traveling?

INBEE PARK:  Expenses?

Q.  For traveling. 

MODERATOR:  How much it costs to travel, like when you first started coming out, all 
the costs that go into being a professional. 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, but I mean, I was pretty -- because in the summertime when I 
was young as a junior golfer, I traveled probably like two, three months in the 
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summertime to play tournaments which I didn't get any money from, I didn't get any 
checks from.  Still, you know, took quite a bit of money because I travel with my mom 
and dad and myself, so actually I wasn't that surprised when I came on the Tour 
because you actually get a paycheck.

Q.  You talked about trying to enjoy the week, but you still have a couple of 
opportunities to take home some hardware besides just the tournament trophy.  
Talk about, you know, going for the money title, and you still have some work to 
do so lock up the Vare trophy.  How important are those to you?

INBEE PARK:  It is very important, but what I can control is my own game.  I can't 
control how Stacy's going to play or how other players are going to play, so I just try to 
do my own thing.  When you try to think about awards and try to think about that 
player's got to play bad, that player's got to play good, it's too complicated.  So I just try 
to think for myself and it is very important that I think I've got to give my best for it this 
week.  I'll give all my energy into this week, but that's all I can do, just try to do my best 
on my own game and just got to see what happens.

Q.  Is there much disappointment that Stacy locked up the Player of Year? 

INBEE PARK:  After she won the Mizuno, I think it was kind of tough to catch her after 
that.  So, I mean, I was a little bit disappointed with more of that I didn't win last week, 
but I want to congratulate Stacy for a great season.  She definitely had a lot more wins 
than me and she had more Top 10s than me.  She played very consistent and very 
good, so I think she deserves it.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Inbee?  All right.  Well, thank you very 
much.  Best of luck this week.

INBEE PARK:  Thank you.  
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