
  

      

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER
Sunday, October 7, 2012

MODERATOR:  Bernhard, congratulations on your victory here, final round 63, which 
was the lowest round in tournament history by a tournament winner.  And a couple other 
notes:  You have taken over the lead in the money race as well as you opened up a lead 
in the Charles Schwab Cup race.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, a successful week.

MODERATOR:  Yeah, but congratulations.  Just maybe share your thoughts on your 
day.  Birdied the last two holes and made some clutch putts out there today.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I did, I did most things well.  We had dinner last night.  
You know, my wife and my son Jason is here, and our oldest son goes to UNC, so we 
have a little bit of a connection here with Chapel Hill and North Carolina.  

Anyways, we had dinner together and my last tournament that I won was the 3M 
Championship a few weeks ago and my son said, "You were 6 behind then and you 
won."  I shot 10-under the last round.  He said, Now you're only 4 behind.  You shoot 
8-under today, you win."  Sounds easy, right?  

So I was out there trying to go 8-under, hoping it would be good enough, and every 
time I made a birdie, I go okay, one less.  He's pointing out five more, four more, three 
more.  So as we got closer, and thank goodness it was even one better, it was 9-under 
because Jay Don came very close to tie me.  But then I heard there's never been a 
playoff in this tournament since it's been here in 12 years, which is very unusual.  On 
the Champions Tour we get lots of playoffs because we only play three rounds.  Well, 
again, no playoff.  

But go back to my play, I had some good opportunities really all day and drove the ball 
very well, hit a lot of great tee shots, hit a lot of fairways, hit my irons reasonably close, 
too.  So I didn't make any really long putts, but a lot of 12- to 16-, 18-footers.  Had a 
nice run there on 4, 5 and 6 with three birdies in a row.  Missed one on 7 from about 
10 feet, 12 feet.  Then birdied 8 and 9 again, so I was 5-under on the front.  

Had no idea where I was, I wasn't really watching the leaderboard too much at that 
point.  I knew I had to go deeper and lower to make up some ground and was able to 
again birdie 13, 14, and then had a very strong finish with a -- made an excellent par 
save on 16 after missing the green with a 9-iron and hitting a poor chip to about 15, 
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18 feet by and made a great par-saving putt there.  Then had an eagle chance on 17 
and missed.  Then hit it pretty close on 18.  

So lot of good golf, probably only two bad shots and everything else was good or really 
good.

MODERATOR:  Take us through your birdies starting on No. 4.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, 4 was a good drive and then a 6-iron to about 10 feet.  
5 was another good drive, 7-iron to about eight feet.  6 was a good drive -- what was 
that?  I think it was a 9-iron and I was probably 18 feet.  Then, as I said, 7, I missed a 
10-footer or so.  Then 8, I hit 8-iron to about 14 feet.  9, actually that was a poor shot, 
3-wood off the tee and almost hit the tree on the right, went into the fairway bunker but 
hit a great 9-iron from the fairway bunker to about six feet, made that birdie.  

Then 13 was another good drive and 7-iron again about 15 feet.  14 was a hybrid off 
the tee and a 5-iron about eight feet.  17 was driver, hybrid, back edge probably 18 feet 
away, which I didn't make but I lagged it up there.  And then 18 was a driver, 9-iron and 
about a six-foot, seven-foot putt, maybe eight-foot, something like that.

MODERATOR:  Questions?  

Q.  Bernhard, I guess your son Stefan goes to UNC.  Is he a grad student there in 
business school or is he an undergraduate? 

BERNHARD LANGER:  He's a senior there.  He will finish in May hopefully.

Q.  And was he at the dinner last night as well?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, we've had dinner with him the last three or four nights.

Q.  Which son told you to go out -- 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's Jason, the younger one sitting right here.

Q.  Okay.  We're just trying to clarify. 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, he was there at the 3M.  Stefan wasn't there at the 3M.  
He came up with the logic of 6 behind, 10-under; 4 behind, 8 under.

Q.  Did you stay you were looking at him each time you made a birdie?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, every time I made a birdie, I looked over and tried to 
make eye contact and every time the number became one less.
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Q.  Two big Sundays for you last week, obviously Martin Kaymer credited you 
with helping him.  Can you just talk about the emotions of these two Sundays?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, the Ryder Cup was extremely emotional for the 
European team and it's just great theater, great watching, you know.  I don't remember 
being glued to the TV on Sunday evening or afternoon like I was those last two or three 
hours watching golf ever.  That's pretty cool.  

I mean, I love watching the Masters on TV because they don't have a lot of commercials 
and it's usually good golf, but there's nothing like the Ryder Cup, it's just emotion, 
emotions come through, and it's such a for and against.  It was so compelling, so 
exciting.  It was like every half point mattered, every single shot of the last six or eight 
groups really made a big difference one way or the other.  It was fun to be a small part 
of and just watching it.  

And then obviously this week was pretty neat to have won from being 4 behind and 
played the round that I played today to take over the Schwab Cup lead, to take over the 
money list, leading in the money list.  Those are big goals of mine that I set at the 
beginning of the year, and obviously it's not done, but I'm a little closer to maybe 
achieving it.

Q.  Bernhard, you started at 4-under the first round and then even on the second 
and going 9-under today.  Course conditions have any effect from day to day?  
We had a change in weather from Friday through Sunday.  Do you think that 
affected you and other players at all?

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, the course played fairly similar.  Yesterday I think we 
should have played preferred lies.  I had three or four very bad mud balls and then the 
ball goes -- you have mud on the left, it usually goes right, but you don't know does it 
go five yards right or 25 yards right.  Some other player said he hit one out of bounds 
with a 5-iron because of mud.  That's just -- I don't think it's right, you know.  Anyways, 
it is what it is.  We played by those rules and it's so-called the same for everyone, but it 
really isn't because some guys get more mud on it than others.  The guys who hit it in 
the rough get away with it, and the guys who hit it in the fairway, they can't get the mud 
off their golf ball, you know, that kind of thing.  

But I played pretty decent yesterday, too, I just didn't make any putts.  I should have 
been two or three better yesterday.  Otherwise, it was a pretty solid week of golf.

Q.  Following up, we had talked with some of the players when the tournament 
started about people being fit or injured or coming back from injury, things like 
that.  I guess that's where I was going with the weather question.  Do you think 
that impacted some players, or does that on this Tour?

BERNHARD LANGER:  I can't answer for other players.  It didn't impact me a great 
deal.  I mean, it was cool today but it wasn't to the point where your hands turned blue 
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or anything like that.  I mean, I have another layer on this thin one but I actually at times 
thought of taking it off.  It was cool, but it wasn't really uncomfortable, let's put it that 
way.

Q.  Just one more thing.  You said at one point in the round you had no idea 
where you stood.  At what point did you realize I'm a shot or two ahead here?

BERNHARD LANGER:  I took a glance on 16.  That was my first real look at the 
leaderboard, when I was on the 16th green and saw that I had a two-shot lead at the 
time.  But the guys that were close to me still had a few more holes to play, so they 
could birdie and catch up.  So it was key at that point that I made that par save, at least 
for the momentum, and then I hit four perfect shots after that.  I hit a great drive and a 
really good hybrid, and a great drive on 18 and a really good 9-iron and had an eagle 
putt and had a birdie putt.  I was trying to increase the lead to not let anything get 
burned or whatever, make it harder for the guys to catch me.

Q.  You looked at the scoreboard after you made the putt?

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, before, as I walked up there.

Q.  The SAS Championship has been around now for 12 years and I've heard talk 
in the clubhouse today even of losing some events next year on the schedule.  
Can you just talk about how important it is for you to see an event like this be 
around for as long as it has and what it means to you to see it on the schedule? 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, it's very important to us and SAS has been one of the 
great sponsors that we've had.  They do things very well, they have a real plan and 
they're true professionals in how they run their events and how they spend their money.  
And they've been a great help not just to us, but to I think to many other tournaments on 
the Champions Tour, I think, just by the way they run things and do things.  So it's 
wonderful to have the tournament here and I think it's great for the community.  The 
local charities, they're the real -- the ones who really benefit from a tournament like 
this.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Any more questions?  Thank you, Bernhard.

BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome, thank you.
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