
  

      

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JAY DON BLAKE
Sunday, October 7, 2012

MODERATOR:  Jay Don, thanks for joining us, 4-under today and finished two behind.  
Maybe just talk a little about your day.  Looks like you birdied three of the last five holes 
and got within one there after 17, but maybe just look back on today for you.

JAY DON BLAKE:  You know, with the conditions the way it was, the golf course, I 
knew it was going to be very wet.  We had a big old downpour just before we went back 
out after the delay.  You know, the greens, you knew were going to be kind of trampled, 
hard to putt.  So I kind of thought, you know, didn't have to be real aggressive, just have 
to be patient and make some birdies when you could.  

I got started off birdieing 2 and 3 real quick and then I just kind of went into kind of a 
fall-asleep mode, I guess, on the next few holes.  Had some chances for birdies but 
never made any of them and just kind of coasted them up to the hole, kind of cautious 
too much.  

Then what's kind of interesting is I seen Bernhard, you know, that he was under par 
there.  I think I seen him at like 9 at one time, and then the next thing I know we're going 
to No. 13 tee, he's coming to 16 tee and I'm at 9-under and I see him at 11.  I'm like, oh.  
So I felt like I just, you know, had to be a little more aggressive and see if I could make 
some birdies.  I hit a real good shot into 13, probably about six feet, and missed a putt 
there.  I mean, I couldn't get that one going.  And on 14 and 15 I hit them in there pretty 
close.  18, I've been driving it pretty well there and I got a little bit too aggressive kind of 
wanting to take it down over those bunkers down there.  I knew the pin was back right 
and I kind of got a little ahead of it and flared it out to the right.  I had kind of a 
risk-reward shot on 18 to see if I could knock it in there and make birdie, but I actually 
thought I hit a good shot.  The tree that I wasn't worried about was the tree that I hit, the 
one right in front of me.

Other than that, I felt like I hit it well all day, kept if in play, hit a lot of greens, just didn't 
putt very well, and I guess the score that Bernhard put up was pretty impressive out 
there today.

MODERATOR:  Birdies, No. 2 and 3, do you remember your sequence of shots there?

JAY DON BLAKE:  Okay.  No. 2, I had about 142 yards and hit 8-iron and hit it about 
five feet just left of the pin and made that for birdie.  No. 3 was almost 220 yards, had a 
little wind helping there but I still hit a good solid 3-iron and it actually rolled up to about 
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two feet away from the hole and made that for birdie.Then like I said on 14, the birdie I 
made on 14 was I hit a 3-wood around the corner, I hit 7-iron from 170 to about a foot 
and a half.

And then on 15 coming down the corner I hit driver, then I had about 156 yards, I hit 
8-iron and hit it about a foot and a half again and made birdie on that hole.

17, I didn't hit a very good drive, I kind of hit a little bit of a pull left and got over there in 
the left rough by the bunker.  But I hit a great shot with a hybrid in there just below the 
tier; the pin was on that back tier, I was on the lower part of the tier and had a pretty 
good chance to make an eagle, I was probably only 16, 17 feet and thought I hit a good 
putt and came up just a few inches just left the hole and two-putted for birdie on 17.  

Obviously 18, I think maybe after hitting that little bit of a pull draw I was kind of 
guarding against that and flared it out to the right and made bogey on 18.

MODERATOR:  Questions?

Q.  How difficult was it to change your game plan when you see a player go lower 
than you and you're chasing him?

JAY DON BLAKE:  It's pretty tough.  I mean, you know, you just kind of get in kind of a 
rhythm.  I mean, probably the rhythm that I was in wasn't very good because I was just 
making pars; Bernhard was making all the birdies.  From that point on, I mean, you just 
feel like you have to be more aggressive.  I mean, sometimes being aggressive doesn't 
work out, but I mean, if I'm chasing, I've got to chase and kind of shoot at the pins.  The 
pins with the greens being soft, it's kind of like throwing darts in there, so you can hit 
7-iron, 6-iron, it's only going to roll about a foot or two so you know pretty much it's not 
going to bounce away and go crazy.  When it hits the green, it's going to stop right 
where it hits.  That helped out to be able to be more aggressive.

Q.  Is there a different mindset when it's two shots instead of one when you see a 
guy like that?

JAY DON BLAKE:  Yeah, I mean, it's -- plus you know 16, they've got the tees up and 
it was downwind.  16, 17, 18 were downwind and you kind of figure Bernhard's going 
to -- you know, 17, I mean, you can make birdie or eagle there, I knew he'd at least get 
one.  So I'm thinking he's going to at least get to 12.  I don't know which other one he 
birdied, 16 or 18, but I felt like he was going to get to 12 and that's kind of where I was 
hoping to and wanting to get to and if I could get something else in there, I obviously 
would have taken some more.  But I did get to 12, but then trying to be too aggressive 
on 18 kind of hurt me.

MODERATOR:  Thanks, Jay Don.

JAY DON BLAKE:  Thank you.  
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