
  

      

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STEVE PATE
Saturday, October 6, 2012

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome Steve Pate, 3-under 69 today and right now 
8-under and tied for the lead.  Maybe just give us a quick recap of your day and then 
we'll get some -- looks like you had four birdies and one bogey.

STEVE PATE:  Yeah, I did.  A little different than yesterday.  Yesterday was really easy, I 
hit everything on line.  Today I hit nothing on line, there was nothing easy about it, but I 
only made one bogey, so that was good.

Birdied the 1st hole out of the box, I hit 3-wood, 7-iron about 20, 25 feet and made it.  
Then I birdied 10, hit a 3-wood and 8-iron about three feet.  Bogeyed 11, hit it in the 
front bunker which wasn't in play about 35 yards short of the hole and made bogey.  
Birdied 12, hit driver, 3-wood on the green, two-putted from 20 feet.  Then I birdied 17, 
I hit a driver and hybrid 25 feet, 30 feet and two-putted.  

Sounds like I didn't putt very well going over that, but from where I hit it, the fact that I 
didn't have a three-putt is just absolutely miraculous.  I was putting from 50, 60 feet all 
day. 

MODERATOR:  Any key saves? 

STEVE PATE:  I hit a ball off the 7th tee that probably should have hit somebody's 
house but hit a tree and came back inbounds.  I chopped it out of the tree, fatted a 
6-iron, two-putted from 50 feet. 

MODERATOR:  Questions?

Q.  I guess there are days that everything goes in the fairway and on the greens 
and days like today.  I guess holding it together like that and taking advantage of 
some breaks is how you win tournaments and certainly be in contention. 

STEVE PATE:  Yeah, I'll go to the range when I'm done, see if I can figure out -- I 
mean, I still hit a lot of greens but it was ugly, so if I can figure something out.  Yeah, I 
mean, that could have easily gone sideways pretty quickly and it didn't, so that was 
nice.  Probably feel better about shooting 69 today than I did 67 yesterday.
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Q.  Looking at the leaderboard, too, it's like 14 guys 5-under or better and 8's 
leading, pretty tightly bunched, and Fred was here talking about this is the kind of 
golf course you don't see guys running away.

STEVE PATE:  Apparently not.  I mean, I played last year here and I had my worst 
tournament of the year.  I mean, the golf course looks hard to me, but looking at the 
scoreboard, apparently it's not so I had better get over that. 

Yeah, I'm surprised how many scores are at that number or better.  Again, maybe it's 
just my perception from my performance last year.

Q.  What are you going to work on on the driving range when you get out of here?   

STEVE PATE:  Hitting it straight.  I hit my irons horrible today, I hit everything right at it 
yesterday and I didn't -- and I finally hit a good iron at the last hole, didn't make it.  I 
mean, my last two irons were decent, so gee, I might be on to something.

Q.  (Question regarding concentrating under pressure.) 

STEVE PATE:  That's a good question.  Try to block out what's going on around you, 
pre-shot routine's part of that, breathing's part of that.  Sounds stupid, but yeah, 
breathing is a huge part of it.

Q.  Forecast tomorrow is a lot different than what you guys played in today.  Are 
you good --

STEVE PATE:  I didn't like being cold when I was 25, I really hate it now.  Things hurt 
more.

Q.  What was your favorite drive?

STEVE PATE:  My favorite drive?  Probably today on the 12th hole because I had to hit 
it really good to be able to get there in two and I hadn't been hitting it very well all day, 
and I pulled a really good one out where I had a chance to knock it on the green and I 
did.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thanks, Steve.
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