
  

      

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  LARRY NELSON
Saturday, October 6, 2012

MODERATOR:  Larry, welcome.  6-under 66 today, which we touched on briefly 
walking in, one shy of your age.

LARRY NELSON:  Right.

MODERATOR:  Maybe just talk a little about the day.  Right now it looks like you're tied 
for second.

LARRY NELSON:  No, it was a surprise to me.  I say a surprise to me, I was a putt -- I 
was thinking more about shooting my age than I was the golf tournament.  I didn't know 
what was going on there.  When I birdied -- actually, when I birdied my 16th hole going 
into the par 3 8th hole, the pin was actually in a good position if I could just hit a good 
shot.  It was nothing scary there.  I hit a 7-iron about four feet, five feet and made that 
one. 

I told Drew, my son who caddies for me, I said, Now if I birdie the last hole, I can shoot 
my age.  Those are probably the two or three hardest shots I hit all day.  I actually hit a 
good putt on the last hole, missed it from about 18 feet on the last hole for 65.  But this 
is the first tournament I've played since Minneapolis, so I'm just kind of happy to be in 
that position.

MODERATOR:  Birdies, start at No. 13, par 4.  Do you remember -- 

LARRY NELSON:  Yeah, I always have a hard time remembering my holes.  Drew 
might remember more than I do.  13, par 4, was trying to figure out going in reverse 
order there.  13, do you remember?  Par 4, 13th actually, 13, I made it from about 
15 feet, probably about 15 feet.  Actually hit it too hard and it hit the back of the hole and 
went in.

MODERATOR:  And then number 15, the par 4.

LARRY NELSON:  15, it was about 12 feet?  

DREW NELSON:  About 20 feet.

LARRY NELSON:  About 20 feet.  Us golfers exaggerate.
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MODERATOR:  And then 17, the par 5?

LARRY NELSON:  17, I made it from off the green, I do remember that one.  Made it 
from off the green probably about 30 feet.  That was a surprise.  I was upset because I 
didn't hit a very good chip shot and ended up making it pretty good.  Then I made about 
a 15-footer for par on No. 18, so it was probably my -- that may be one of the keys, 
that might have been one of the keys there, making that putt because it was not pretty, 
the whole hole wasn't pretty.

MODERATOR:  And then 6, 7 and 8, you had three straight.

LARRY NELSON:  Yeah, 6, I made a pretty good putt.  I hit a 6-iron or 7-iron, I guess, 
from about 15 feet and hit a pretty good putt there, made it.

MODERATOR:  7?

LARRY NELSON:  7, I hit 8-iron probably about 12 feet.  Probably the first good putt I 
hit all day as far as speed and made it.  And then No. 8, I hit a 7-iron about five feet.  
Then last hole I missed it from about 18 feet.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Questions?

LARRY NELSON:  Once I get it going I can remember.

Q.  Have you shot your age in competition?

LARRY NELSON:  Not in competition, no.  Every year it gets easier.

Q.  In theory.

LARRY NELSON:  Yeah, yeah.  It was -- I wanted to do that last year, but never really 
came close.  It's a personal thing, nobody else cares.  Maybe Drew would, Drew might 
care.  It's just kind of a personal thing, so I guess that's probably a good thing to focus 
on.  The tournament is secondary at that point.  Now tomorrow the tournament might be 
a little more better or a little bit more of a priority tomorrow than it was today.

Q.  Also, since August, can you kind of fill in the gap?  Have you had some 
injuries or just taken time off?

LARRY NELSON:  I did have a shoulder problem.  Actually went down, I guess it was in 
August, about a week or so after the 3M Championship, I had an injection in my right 
shoulder and my left thumb.  Both of those had kind of been bothering me a little bit.  He 
said my right shoulder really has to do with doing sports all my life, pitching when I was 
in high school and college, pitching baseball.  I don't think playing pool hurt it, but I think 
maybe playing golf probably added a little bit to it.  So went down and had it injected.  
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It's the first injection I've had in my shoulder for about eight years, so it will probably last 
me the rest of my career I think, I hope.

MODERATOR:  What was your thumb injury? 

LARRY NELSON:  Thumb, I don't know, I think that was golf related.  I think just the 
pressure of holding the club over the years.  It got to where I couldn't open up a peanut 
butter jar or anything like that, so I figured I had to go get something done.

MODERATOR:  Right thumb? 

LARRY NELSON:  Left thumb.  Left thumb and right shoulder.

Q.  We were trying to remember, it seems like maybe the first tournament here, I 
know you've played in all the SAS events, did you have like a big lead at some 
point in a tournament?

LARRY NELSON:  Yeah, there's a Larry Nelson hole.  Everybody will come over there 
and say, Okay, you're going to the Larry Nelson hole.  Is that 13?  14, 14.  

Yeah, I was leading the tournament by six shots, something like that going into that 
hole, and made a 10 and ended up being tied when I left.  But I didn't hit that many bad 
shots.  That was the case where I hit it a little bit right of the green and the marshal said 
it was out of bounds.  So I dropped another one in the rough, had a terrible lie, hit it in 
the lake, punched out, chipped out, ended up making 10.  

Actually, when I got back up after I hit my other shot, I got over there and my ball was in 
bounds, it wasn't out of bounds.  So I played that one and I made 4.  But because I 
didn't say, "I'm hitting this ball for a ball out of bounds," I didn't verbally say that, even 
though the marshal said it was out of bounds, my playing competitor made me hit it 
over.

Q.  Who was that?

LARRY NELSON:  I'm not going to name names.  But it was just one of those -- it was, 
you know, just strange.  I really didn't think about saying -- having to say that since the 
marshal said it was out of bounds.  I figured it was obvious that I was hitting another 
one, but because I didn't verbally say it, and the official agreed.  He hated it, the official 
hated it, but he said, Yeah, he's right.

Q.  You've played in all 12 SAS Championships. 

LARRY NELSON:  Yeah.  As a matter of fact, they asked me to come and look at the 
golf course before agreeing to do it, and I told them everything was fine but they needed 
to increase the size of the clubhouse.

Q.  And improve the food.
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LARRY NELSON:  So now that's what we have.

Q.  Being here for 12 years and being on the Champions Tour for a number of 
years, can you talk about just how important it is to have a tournament that has 
this kind of history, seeing it on the schedule each year and what that means to 
you? 

LARRY NELSON:  Oh, it's tremendous.  I just appreciate Mr. Goodnight so much.  He 
does this tournament, I understand, like he does his business.  Everybody's pretty much 
happy to be associated with it.  The players, everybody likes this; from the hospitality, 
from the volunteers to the food.  People ask me how I set my schedule every year, and I 
say it's by food, how the hospitality is, and this is one of the first ones on my list.  They 
do a great job here and we're always happy to come back.

Q.  At 65, how much longer do you plan -- are you just going to take it year to 
year and keep plugging away?

LARRY NELSON:  I'm kind of a year and a half or two behind Hale, and when he retires 
I might play one more year.  You know, out here, because of the legends and just some 
of the other tournaments, now we have a tournament in Atlanta starting next year, as 
long as I don't embarrass myself or slow down the guys that I play with, it's fun for me to 
come out.  I think it's the same way with Hale and same thing with Gil and Jim Thorpe 
and Bruce Fleisher.  Some of these guys have been successful.  It's fun.  

If I can continue to finish in half the field and every so often be paired in the last group 
on Sunday, then I belong out here.  I'm happy with that.  Now, I can't do it every week 
or, well, at least I haven't done it every week.  So it's fun for me to have this opportunity.  
All of us are out here because we like the thrill of having to make a putt on the last hole 
or doing something and it's -- right now it's just too far and in between those chances.  
So I'll go out tomorrow.  I'm sorry the weather's going to be a little suspect tomorrow.  It 
wasn't good at age 50 and it's not going to be really good at age 65 if the weather is 
50-something degrees and rainy.

Q.  I'm not sure what the lead will be tomorrow.  Do you remember last time you 
finished in the lead going into the final round? 

LARRY NELSON:  Well, the last time, actually I had a one-shot lead in San Antonio 
going into the last day and that was three years ago.  That's the closest -- I think 
maybe the first round I shot a good score, I might have been one or two shots off the 
lead, but first time in a long time after the second round that I've been close to the lead.  
People ask me questions, How do you think you're going to do, and that kind of stuff.  
This is new for me, or not new, but it's been a long time.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thank you, Larry.
LARRY NELSON:  Thank you, appreciate it.  We'll see what happens tomorrow.  
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