
  

      

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED FUNK
Saturday, October 6, 2012

MODERATOR:  Well, Fred, thanks for joining us.  Followed up your 3-under 69 
yesterday with a 5-under 67 today and it looked --

FRED FUNK:  Other way around.

MODERATOR:  Oh, 69 today and 67 yesterday.

FRED FUNK:  Yeah.

MODERATOR:  But looking at your card, you had five birdies on the front yesterday and 
had four on the back nine today.

FRED FUNK:  Yeah, yeah.

MODERATOR:  Maybe just talk about your day and we'll get some questions.

FRED FUNK:  Well, it wasn't a very easy round, the first part.  I was really struggling 
with my whole game and managed to shoot 1-over on the front and got up and down on 
11.  Then I finally made a putt and first birdie on 12, the par 5, hit a -- what did I hit in 
there?  I hit a sand wedge in there, wasn't that good of a shot, to about 12 feet right of 
the hole and made that.  And then up and down out of the bunker on the next hole, hit it 
to a gimme from the bunker but a bad second shot, laid the sod over it.  Then I started 
playing good I knocked it -- what hole is that? 

MODERATOR:  14.

FRED FUNK:  14, I knocked a 6-iron to about five feet, if that, and made that.  Hit 
another good one but missed a birdie on the next hole.  Hit it to a gimme on 16 with 
another 6-iron to about, you know, five inches.  And then 17, I three-putted from the 
front of the green.  Then 18, I hit 8-iron in there to six inches.  So I had a couple nice 
little gimmes there coming in, which is nice.

MODERATOR:  What did you hit on 16?

FRED FUNK:  6.
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MODERATOR:  6-iron?

FRED FUNK:  Yeah.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  And then bogey on No. 4, what happened on the 4th hole?

FRED FUNK:  I had mud on the ball and it went -- I took too much club.  I was trying to 
just keep it down and I hit it long and right of the green, so it was a bad club, bad 
everything.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Questions?  Chip?

Q.  Fred, when you struggle like that early in the round, how do you go about 
trying to turn it around?  Is there anything you start looking at? 

FRED FUNK:  I kept working on my swing, trying to figure something out and I really 
never could figure anything out, and I tried a couple different swing keys and went back.  
And then when I absolutely just dead chunked one with a different thought on 13, I said, 
okay, I'm going to go back to my other thought, and all of a sudden I started hitting it 
really close and hitting it really solid.  I hit it really good on -- hit some irons really good, 
but 18 was -- I was really struggling with my driver, I couldn't get any pop on it, and 
then 18 I finally just caught one exactly the way I wanted to and got it way out there and 
I only had 140 to the hole.  I hit an 8-iron there, easy 8-iron, and it almost went in.

Q.  I don't know how much of the leaderboard you saw, but it looked like about 14 
guys were 5-under or better. 

FRED FUNK:  Yeah, I know it's all bunched up.  It's the kind of golf course, the way the 
conditions are, it's kind of hard to run away unless you're playing extremely good.  You 
could, but nobody has run away, I don't think.  What's low?  Is it 8-under?  9?

MODERATOR:  8.

FRED FUNK:  8?  Okay.  Who's 8? 

MODERATOR:  You and Steve Pate. 

FRED FUNK:  Okay.

MODERATOR:  Got a bunch of guys at 7 and a lot of guys at 6.

FRED FUNK:  Okay.  Cool.

Q.  Larry Nelson almost shot his age today.  I guess even on the Senior Tour it's 
pretty impressive. 
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FRED FUNK:  What did he shoot?

Q.  66.

FRED FUNK:  That's awesome, that's great, really good.  I saw he popped up on the 
board.  I didn't know what he shot yesterday.  That's great.

MODERATOR:  Yeah, he missed a putt on 18 -- or at 9, he started at 10, so he had an 
opportunity.  Birdied 6, 7 and 8 and missed a putt at 9, which would have matched his 
age.

FRED FUNK:  That's cool.

Q.  Forecast tomorrow, drastically different than today, cloudy, rainy, windy.

FRED FUNK:  Anything else you can throw at us?

Q.  Miserable, terrible. 

FRED FUNK:  Typhoon coming?

Q.  How does that affect things?

FRED FUNK:  You know, if it ends up raining, they're probably going to play the ball up 
again.  I had three or four balls today that had a significant amount of mud on it and it 
definitely affected the shots.  I don't know when the front's supposed to get here.  I know 
the cold is, I don't know when the rain's supposed to get here, probably with it.  Yeah, if 
we get some rain or it's forecast to rain, I'm sure they'll play it up.  You've just got to 
prepare for it.  

The course is playing long.  On the card it's 7200 and we're playing it right around 72.  I 
think we're on the back tees on almost every hole, within a few yards, so we're playing 
pretty close to 7200 yards and it's playing all of it.  Because I don't hit it that far, I'm 
having some long shots into these greens and it's more of a bomber's paradise this 
week.  You get holes like 17 where I had to hit it really good to get it on the green and I 
just barely crawled on the green.  I had a hundred-foot putt, three-putted.  But the guys  
behind me were all getting it back there right where the pin was, no problem for them.  
It's definitely an advantage on holes like that.  Same with No. 12, the guys can go for it 
that are pretty long and I've just got to lay up.  So I've got to get them in other places 
and I'm used to that.  That's what I've got to do.  Can't overpower anything.  
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