
  

      

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  GENE SAUERS
Friday, October 5, 2012

MODERATOR:  Well, Gene, 4-under 68, includes five birdies and the one -- looks like 
the one blemish was at No. 3.  Maybe just talk about your day and then we'll get your 
birdies and bogey and get some questions.

GENE SAUERS:  Okay.  Just overall I came into -- been playing good.  This is only my 
third event, so the first two, I finished 21st in the first one and 8th in the second one in 
Hawaii.  I've been hitting the ball really good now for probably a good six, eight months, 
hitting it really good, solid, and that's kind of just what I did today, just doing my same 
thing, concentrating on fairways and greens.  And whenever I get the opportunity to 
make a birdie, I give it my best shot.  So overall just really pleased where I am today.  

I don't know if you all have known that I've been in the hospital there.  I was in there for 
seven weeks, and coming back out here and seeing all my playing partners, all my 
peers coming up to me and congratulating me, saying "glad to see you" and "glad 
you're playing good" and all that.  It made me feel comfortable, right at home.  On the 
other hand, too, they all kind of want to say now we've got to kick Gene's butt, but that's 
the competition in us.  

All in all, today was just solid playing and that was about it.  But the bogey on 3, it was 
the par 3, hit a 4-iron in there and cut it a little too much and it bounced off to the right.  
Hit a good chip probably maybe three, four feet and lipped it out there.  But that was 
really the only blemish there.  The rest, five birdies, right?

MODERATOR:  Yeah, start at 14, shot sequence.

GENE SAUERS:  14, hit 3-wood, 6-iron to probably eight, 10 feet behind the hole.

MODERATOR:  And then 16 and 17.

GENE SAUERS:  16 was a driver, 9-iron to probably about 10 feet also.  And 17, driver, 
hybrid, which is like my 2-iron, and hit a good two-putt.  I hit hybrid in there probably 
35 feet and made a good two-putt there.

MODERATOR:  7 and 8.

Prestonwood Country Club - Cary, North Carolina

 www.tee-scripts.com 1

http://tee-scripts.com/sas-championship-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/sas-championship-2012/


GENE SAUERS:  7 and 8, the par 5.  Hit driver, 4-iron, pitching wedge to probably 
15 feet, made it.  And 8 was the par 3, 7-iron and I was probably seven, eight feet there 
and made it.  I hit it in there close on 9, eight feet below the hole, and I misread that 
one.  

But overall I'm really pleased with the way I played and where I'm at.  Couple more 
days, I've just got to stay positive and hitting the ball solid and I think I'll do okay.

MODERATOR:  Questions?

Q.  Gene, I know you told the story many times probably to the point you hate 
telling it again, but obviously the Stevens Johnson syndrome and all that you 
went through there.  I'm sure there were days when you thought you would never 
be sitting here talking about a golf round again.  Just how --

GENE SAUERS:  Never again.

Q.  -- personally trying was that?

GENE SAUERS:  I started getting that burning from the inside out with the Stevens 
Johnson, went to my arms and went to my legs.  I finally got up to Duke and they 
stopped it, and I got back to Savannah and had a plastic surgeon in Savannah, Thomas 
Horn, go into -- they all saw me.  You know, I can't describe how I looked.  It was pretty 
bad.  He said, What are you doing tomorrow, Gene?  I said, Fishing.  He said, No, 
you're not, I'm going to take you into the hospital and debride you.  

I think they debrided me probably three or four times and I was under seven times.  
Changing my bandages was the worst part of it.  They got both my arms and both my 
legs.  And I didn't know I was going to be in there for seven weeks, and after probably 
the third week, fourth week, I told my wife, I said, I don't know if I'm going to come out of 
here alive.  She kept me positive and everybody came and saw me and told me I was 
going to be okay and all that good stuff.  But I'll tell you what, it was the worst seven 
weeks.  I wouldn't wish it on my worst enemy, it's so bad.

Q.  Could you just tell us the time frame of when that was, that seven-week 
period?

GENE SAUERS:  I got out of the hospital June 1st, so I was in there seven weeks prior 
to that.  Debrided me.  Then they had to wait on my skin to kind of bud up, so to speak, 
to do the skin graft and that was the last week that they did there.  Then I was -- you 
know, then I was just on so much medication and trying to get off of that medication was 
another thing.  I was just so depressed.  I mean, I was watching a cartoon on TV crying, 
I was so depressed.  It was bad.  To sit there and look what happened to me, I just 
couldn't believe it.  

Prestonwood Country Club - Cary, North Carolina

 www.tee-scripts.com 2

http://tee-scripts.com/sas-championship-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/sas-championship-2012/


But to do what I'm doing right now is phenomenal.  A bogey don't matter that much 
anymore.  It really does when it comes down to it, but I'll tell you what, I'm relaxed, I'm 
enjoying life and I'm so glad to be here.

Q.  The syndrome, do they know the cause?  I know at one time you thought it 
was arthritis or something? 

GENE SAUERS:  Yeah, that's what was happening to me, arthritis.  I mean, I couldn't 
even grab a golf club.  I didn't play golf for five years.  The first two or three years, when 
I quit on the regular Tour, I probably could have played, but then after that, then arthritis 
started coming in and I'm being treated with methotrexate and Plaquenil and all kinds of 
pain medications and inter-reaction with all the medication.  Then I guess I had a gene 
or something that triggered something and then boom, there it goes.  They really don't 
know what really happened to me, to be honest with you, I don't think.

Q.  You have a lot of players over the careers go through challenging times like 
yours.  What makes you keep coming out and grinding it out or however you want 
to describe it?

GENE SAUERS:  I guess it's just the competition in me.  I love competition.  Whether 
it's playing tennis with my wife, I want to beat her butt, too, and she's very good.  Just 
whatever it is, racing bikes, whatever, I'm always a competitive person.  That just 
brought me back today.  When I quit in 2005 and 6 and I was just so fed up whether I 
was playing bad and the traveling and everything was just wearing on me.  I about 
pulled my hair out I was so frustrated.  

Then in the hospital I looked at my wife and I said, If I get out of here, I think I'm going to 
play golf again.  Her eyes got about that big, you know.  She said, Are you kidding me?  
The whole time I was in that hospital, I was just sitting there pictured the golf swing and 
I think I got rid of a lot of flaws that I might have had.  Of course, I'm self taught and 
don't have a teacher or physical therapist or all that kind of stuff.  It's just the competition 
in me.

Q.  To piggyback on that, you have a lot of guys on the PGA TOUR that eventually 
will come on to the Champions Tour, and I've talked to a few other golfers and 
there's something different going on on the Champions Tour with younger 
players coming in that they have those types of entourages and support networks 
but the more experienced players still have it in them.  Do you see that going 
away?  It seems like golf was that therapy you're looking for that got you back 
something that you had been missing for a while.  Is that an accurate assessment 
or did it help thinking about it like you just mentioned?

GENE SAUERS:  Oh, yeah, oh, yeah, big time.  I'm at a loss for words, but there's 
going to be a lot of guys coming back, I think Vijay Singh is turning 50, isn't he?

MODERATOR:  Yeah.
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GENE SAUERS:  Is he coming out here or is he going to play in the majors?

MODERATOR:  You never know with Vijay, as you know.

GENE SAUERS:  I don't know what to say.  I'm glad to be here and it's amazing what 
I've been through, and to come back and to play competition golf with these guys 
because every one of them are great.

Q.  What were you doing right before you went in the hospital, right before all this 
happened?

GENE SAUERS:  I was probably fishing a little bit, just spending time with the family.  
Then I raised my arm up one morning and I had a black spot and my wife asked me 
what that was on my arm.  I didn't know.  Then all of a sudden, boom, boom, it started 
going everywhere.  That's when she called my rheumatist up at Duke and he said, Can 
you get up here tomorrow?  And we said, Yeah, we'll be there.  I spent four days in the 
hospital there, but prior to that all I was just enjoying my family, cutting my grass and 
weeding and just doing normal stuff.

Q.  At Duke, who was it -- not who was it, but what section of Duke?

GENE SAUERS:  The rheumatist, his name is Bill St. Clair.  He's supposedly the top 
rheumatist in the country there at Duke.  Great guy.

MODERATOR:  Guys all set?  Thanks, Gene.

GENE SAUERS:  Thank you.  
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