
  

      

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED FUNK
Friday, October 5, 2012

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Well, Fred, if you'd have got a couple more rolls on that last putt, 
you'd probably be at 6, but maybe just talk about your day, 5-under 67.

FRED FUNK:  Yeah, I had a really efficient front nine.  I got everything out of that front 
nine.  Obviously shooting 5-under's great, but I made a really good par putt on No. 3 
and then I made a bomb on No. 4, and then I just played really solid, made some really 
nice putts, so it was -- I just call it a real efficient nine.  I didn't waste anything.  I made 
a couple good saves and then one really good putt that you wouldn't expect.  

Then on 10 I pulled it into that big tree left and I had 220 to the front and I got to hook it 
around the tree and I hit a good shot.  I made a great par.  I hit it in the front bunker and 
hit it up to a gimme.  

My only bogey was on 11.  I blocked a 5-iron into that right bunker and I hit a bad 
bunker shot and a bad putt.  And then 15, I hit a 9-iron in there three feet and I missed 
it.  That was the only thing I really regret on the whole round.  It was literally no more 
than three feet, but hit a bad putt or pulled it, I don't know what I did, but anyway it didn't 
go in.  And then two-putted 17 and I'm not sure on 18, it might have missed to the right 
if it got there, but it was a good shot at it.  

But I'm playing really good, I'm playing solid, close to playing really, really good, and it's 
more -- it's fun just to play.  I'm healthy again and it's fun.  The knee's not bothering 
me, the thumb's good, the body feels good, my swing is getting better all the time and I 
just enjoy going out there and playing golf again instead of worrying about whether I can 
even not hurt myself, I guess, or feeling hurt all the time.  That's not fun.  So anyway, it 
was fun to go out there and play.

MODERATOR:  Birdies.  No. 4, how far was your putt? 

FRED FUNK:  That was probably about a 30-footer, yeah, 30 feet.  It was hauling butt 
when it hit the hole.

MODERATOR:  6, 7, 8, 9.

FRED FUNK:  6 was about a 10-footer.  7, par 5, was about a five-footer, and I hit a 
15-footer on 8.
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MODERATOR:  What did you hit for your --

FRED FUNK:  7-iron.

MODERATOR:  And then No. 9?

ATTORNEY2:  9, I hit in there about six feet.

MODERATOR:  You said two-putted 17?

FRED FUNK:  Yeah.

MODERATOR:  How far was your putt on No. 3 you saved?

FRED FUNK:  12-footer at least, 15.

Q.  I know on the Champions Tour physical ailments are all a part of it, especially 
over 50 for a lot of you guys.  For yourself obviously you've had the problems you 
mentioned.  Russ Cochran came in here, he's been off the Tour since July, and 
you've got a guy like Gene Sauers who was in here and what he's gone through. 

FRED FUNK:  Yeah, they've gone through a lot.  Gene went through a whole lot there.  
It's great to see.  One good thing is if you start feeling good, you go back to basics and 
you're excited about playing and you get out here and you just let it go and you play 
well.  Russ picked up where he left off, and it's great to see Gene out there.  He's got a 
game very similar to mine when we were playing on Tour together and we were really 
good friends and played identical games, point A to B and trying to make a few putts 
here and there and add it up at the end of the week, just very efficient games, so it's 
good to see that.

Q.  Obviously they call golf a lifetime sport, but different segments of a career you 
can maybe have a different focus at different times and challenges, like it was 
mentioned with injuries.  Have you had to adjust to that being on the Champions 
Tour compared to the regular Tour play when you were younger or is it always 
about the same focus?

FRED FUNK:  Oh, same focus, you just can't play when you're hurt to a level that you're 
used to.  It's a hard enough game when you're feeling good and play at a high level, but 
if you're not feeling well, it's really difficult if you're compensating for something in your 
golf swing or in your body that goes into your golf swing.  For me it was my knees for 
years, and then last year it was my thumb, and earlier this year when I came back I was 
in a cast for six months.  I came back and it took a while for it to figure out how to -- I 
had to take the weight of the driver on my thumb and that got to be an issue.  So you're 
always -- you've got to get through that pain cycle, number one, and then you've got to 
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get back to your fundamentals because you usually get into some bad habits here and 
there and you've got to figure out how to go back.  

But saying that, I tell this whenever I give a clinic, when you see most Tour players on 
the range, all we're working on is fundamentals.  We're always working on 
fundamentals.  Sometimes those fundamentals are to try to figure out what's going to 
work when you have injuries, you have to figure out how to hit it.  When everything's 
feeling good, then you can go back to really good fundamentals and what works for you.  
It's not reinventing the wheel, it's just trying to work on the swing that works for you and 
trying to make it work on the golf course and that's the biggest thing.  I know that's what 
we're all working on.  

You know, a lot of guys are injured on the regular Tour, too.  Most of them are overuse 
injuries.  For me, I had with my thumb was just a trauma, blunt force trauma to my 
thumb.  I tore a ligament swinging a stretch stick into a porch railing -- that was 
stupid -- at Hickory last year.  That wasn't any good.  But all that's good now.  Just got 
to keep working on it.  But Senior Tour, you do a checklist like a pilot on an airplane, you 
go through flaps, wings, shoulders, back.  

Is that it?  Thanks.
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