
  

      

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY
Thursday, October 4, 2012

MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome our 2011 champion, Kenny Perry.  Kenny, 
maybe just get us started.  I know you've had a few weeks off.

KENNY PERRY:  A month, four weeks.  It's been great.  Son got married a couple 
weeks ago. 

MODERATOR:  Maybe just catch us up with what's been going on the last few weeks 
for you.

KENNY PERRY:  It's been an exciting time for the Perry household.  My daughter's 
getting ready to have our second grandchild here in a couple weeks so we're kind of 
waiting on the birth of our second one, and my son got married two Saturdays ago and 
we had the reception at our lake house.  That's why I didn't go to Hawaii, it was all 
during Hawaii week.  

So it gave me four weeks off and I loved it, I didn't want to come back, I got lazy.  So I 
hadn't really played much, probably played two rounds of golf in four weeks, so kind of 
tough to defend when you're not having high expectations.  But I got in here on Monday, 
hit a lot of balls, I played pretty decent out there in the pro-am today, so we'll see what 
we've got tomorrow.

MODERATOR:  How's the course?  I know we've had a lot of rain this last --

KENNY PERRY:  The speed of the greens are the same as last year, but the fairways 
are just saturated and mud balls, so I know we'll play lift, clean and place, there's no 
other way to do it, which I don't like doing, but if that's the way it's got to be, it's got to 
be.  Usually when you have ball in hand, scores go down, they get lower.  I think I shot 
11-under here last year, 11-, 12-under?

MODERATOR:  Yeah.

KENNY PERRY:  They'll probably be a little lower, so I'll have to be ready to rock and 
roll come tomorrow.

MODERATOR:  Questions?
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Q.  Seems with everything that you have going on, those gaps, you obviously 
have a comfort level with knowing when to stop and start and still perform at a 
high level.  How do you do that coming off of personal --

KENNY PERRY:  To be honest, I've never done that.  I've never taken four weeks off 
ever, ever in my whole life.  I've always stayed pretty competitive.  I may take a week 
off, maybe two, but in the process I'm still practicing, going to see my teacher and 
working at it.  

I never got my clubs out of the Club Glove.  I heard Bruce Lietzke stories all the time 
and how his caddie would stick a banana in his bag, he'd show up a month later and 
that thing would be rotten in his bag because he never got his clubs out.  I never 
believed it.  I said how can a guy do that, and I did it.  I just drug them out of the Club 
Glove and knocked a few around on Saturday and Sunday and then drove over here on 
Monday, so it's new for me, I guess.  

We'll see.  It may be good, it may be terrible come tomorrow.  We'll see what happens.  I 
think it's good.  Shoot, I've been a pro for 30 years.  You think about that, I wonder how 
many golf balls I've hit in my lifetime in 30 years.  I think it's been a good risk.  Never 
done it.  Obviously at this stage in my career I'd love to play great and win golf 
tournaments, but there's other things in my life that's a little more important right now.  
Golf's not number one like it used to be.  

I told my wife we've been married 30 years and I've only known her for 15 because I 
used to travel half the time and she stayed home and raised the kids.  So it's been 
great.  My kids are doing great and that's all that matters.  My family's doing real well.  
So, you know, I've got a whole month here to try to do something.  If I don't play well 
here, I'll look forward to Hickory and build on that.  If I don't do any good at Hickory, 
hopefully San Antonio I'll do better, and hopefully I'll have something for the Charles 
Schwab Cup in Phoenix in four weeks.

Q.  I asked Mark about playing on the PGA TOUR and transitioning to the 
Champions Tour.  You've had a year of that.  Is anything changing?  It sounds like 
you're already making some adjustments or feeling at ease and comfortable with 
making changes or transitioning for your game.  Is that something that -- 

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, you know, I just don't have the drive to want to practice like I 
used to, to feel like I'm really going to be -- have a razor edge going out there on the 
PGA TOUR.  I mean, I was fully exempt this year.  I won twice in '09, so that gave me 
'10, '11 and '12 fully exempt status.  I think I only played out there seven times this year.  
Just didn't want to.  

I look at my career where when guys turn 44 and 45, they're pretty much done with golf.  
Well, I played my best golf from 45 to 50 and I played myself strong right into the Senior 
Tour and I've not really had a break in my career.  I've just played solid for 30 years now.  
I thought a lot about that, so I just kind of said, you know what, this year I'm not going to 
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attack it as hard.  Came out early and played great down in Naples, was able to win 
there.  

But story of my life, if I putt well, I usually play pretty good.  I have a few hot weeks 
every year.  That's just my consistency, I'm not very consistent, I guess.  I play steady, 
but I don't really get into the heat of the things enough times to win more golf 
tournaments.  

But it's okay.  It's been a good run, I've had a good career.  I still have two more years.  
I've got a Top 50 and a Top 25 all-time money I can still use on the PGA Tour.  I don't 
know if I'll use one of them next year.  I may just -- you know, I won Colonial, Memorial, 
I go back to all them for life, John Deere, Bob Hope, whatever.  So I can still play 
enough tournaments to keep in touch with all the young guys that I hang out with.  I love 
playing with Scott Stallings and Blake Adams and Josh Teater, we have a great 
relationship, great times out there.  So it's always fun to go back out there and listen to 
the sound of the golf ball.  The sound has changed, the way they hit it as opposed to the 
way we hit it out here.  It's eye opening really and it's refreshing.  It's just, you know, I 
love it, I love going out there and hanging out with them and seeing how the game's 
played.

Q.  Kenny, when you came here, did you get the good feelings like a former 
champion would have coming back?  You won here last year.  Did you get --

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I had good feelings and bad feelings.  My sister died here on 
Saturday of last year and it was the exact same date my mother died a year earlier.  I 
was numb here on Sunday.  I don't really remember a lot about Sunday's round.  I really 
don't.  I was in a fog out there and was just trying to represent them the best I could.  I 
still played some beautiful golf and I made putts that I'm not supposed to make, and to 
me that was kind of -- I felt like I had a helping hand in that deal.  

But it's always great to come back to a place you win.  I mean, I still, like today in the 
pro-am I was thinking of shots I hit on certain holes and putts I made, looking at pin 
placements and stuff.  So there's nothing like winning, there's nothing like the feeling of 
winning and coming back to that place you've won at and I love it here.  The staff here is 
great, the clubhouse, the range, the facilities are outstanding.  I mean, the food they 
feed us is unbelievable, so we're spoiled here on this Tour.  To me this is one of the lead 
Champions events out there and it's always great to come back to a place that you feel 
very comfortable and people enjoy having you.  They like us here and I enjoy coming.  

Q.  Following up on the question about turning 50 and being competitive on the 
PGA TOUR.  With the emphasis on fitness these days, nutrition, do you think it's 
going to be a tougher choice for these guys at 50 to just (inaudible) to wean 
themselves away from the PGA Tour?

KENNY PERRY:  Definitely.  They say, what, 45's the new 30.  I don't know.  It's 
amazing the entourages that you see in the locker rooms now in the PGA Tour events.  I 
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think you can overdue your body, too.  You need to give it enough rest.  You need to 
strengthen it, but you need to -- I think our tour, these tours are based on flexibility.  I 
think once you bulk up and try to gain strength, it hurts you.  I look at all the guys who 
are lean and lanky that hit it so far, it's not because they're physically bulked, it's 
flexibility, and that's what I work on.  I try to work on a little stretching, that's about it, just 
to try to keep flexibility, keep being able -- I think that's the whole deal is being able to 
turn and get the club back to generate clubhead speed.

Q.  With Tom Lehman away, it kind of leaves it wide open for two, three, four, five 
on the Charles Schwab Cup list.  What do you think needs to happen for those 
guys to play well and win the next couple three tournaments? 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I'm sure he'll be back next week.  Maybe not, he may take all 
North Carolina off, and I hope so.  Where Tom's built a pretty good lead and he knows 
that and that's probably why he's not here.  He lives in Phoenix.  We're coming back to 
him in his backyard in a few weeks to play the finals.  

But it's very important -- I told somebody I need to win two of the three before I get to 
Phoenix to even get near him to have a chance to put any pressure on him.  So he's in 
a good spot right now.  He's probably laying low relaxing in the Phoenix hot weather.  So 
I think it's good, I think it will be exciting that somebody in the top eight or nine guys can 
win this week and then do something nice, magical at Hickory.  It will close the gap in a 
hurry.  But he's probably in pretty good shape.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thanks, Kenny.

KENNY PERRY:  You're welcome.

Prestonwood Country Club - Cary, North Carolina

 www.tee-scripts.com 4

http://tee-scripts.com/sas-championship-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/sas-championship-2012/

