
  

      

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MARK O’MEARA
Thursday, October 4, 2012

MODERATOR:  Well, Mark, thanks for joining us.  Back -- you had a summer where 
you were off with the injury and you've come back the last four weeks with four straight 
top 10 finishes and continue to climb the money list.  Maybe just talk about these last 
four weeks after you came back from the injury.

MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, David, it was nice certainly when you haven't competed in 
four months to get back out and have some decent results.  Lord knows, the time away 
was not something that was scheduled, it was not something that I wanted, and it was a 
little frustrating at first, and then towards the end, you know, I came to terms that I 
needed the rest to let it heal.  I played well certainly in Minnesota, I played pretty solidly 
at Dick's Sporting Goods, I think I was maybe one or two in greens in regulation and if I 
had putted better, who knows.  That's the way it goes.  And then losing in the playoff to 
Jay Don out at Boeing in Seattle and playing respectable at Pacific Links Championship 
in Hawaii, so I'm looking forward to this week.  

I still think health-wise I'm still struggling a little bit.  The last shot I hit on the 18th hole 
in Hawaii kind of was a stinger out of the rough, but I love coming to North Carolina.  I 
know I haven't really played as well as I would like to on this golf course so hopefully 
this year I can continue the good play.

MODERATOR:  Mark, maybe without going into great detail, maybe catch us up, some 
of these folks don't know about the injury.

MARK O'MEARA:  Oh, sure.  Last really tournament that I had played prior to the 
tournament in Endicott was the Mississippi tournament and I was struggling a little bit 
there.  Then we had a week off and then the Masters.  During the week off I was 
practicing a lot.  I noticed a lot of tightness and felt like I kind of had a charley horse in 
my right lower backside, not like in the lower back but more around the side like by 
where the ribs are.  And I kept practicing and playing, and it wasn't like I hit one shot or 
one, you know, exercise in the gym or anything like that.  

By the time I got to the Masters at Augusta I was kind of struggling turning through the 
ball, a lot of restriction.  Hit it decent in the practice rounds, but I only played -- I played 
18 on Sunday, played okay, 9 holes on Monday and 9 holes on Wednesday.  And then 
by Thursday morning when I was on the range warming up prior to my tee time, it got so 
bad it felt like somebody was sticking me with a knife.  And I don't know in you've ever 
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either broken a rib or had torn cartilage in the rib cage area, the golf swing is so 
rotational, it just -- I wish I could have told you I could tee it up, but I couldn't hit -- 
barely hit a driver, so I knew that it didn't make any sense to go to the first tree and try to 
play two or three holes and then walk in.  So I pulled out of the Masters that week and 
basically was out until mid July.  

I had a lot of different doctors look at me, I had some of the best orthopedic guys in 
Houston, guys out of Dallas that take care of the Astros and the Texans and the 
Rangers, and everybody kind of came to the same conclusion that I had torn the 
cartilage right off the edge of the 12th rib head, which is the floating rib in the back, your 
lower bottom rib on your back side, and basically it just takes time to let that heal.  I 
could still row my drift boat or I could fly fish or do anything, but I just couldn't play golf.  
Slowly but surely in July I started back.  I maybe could have squeezed the British Open 
in or the tournaments in the UK, but I just didn't want to risk the chance of reinjuring it or 
hurting it.  I wanted to wait until I was pretty much pain-free to be able to play.  That's 
when Minnesota became the first event first week of August.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Questions?

Q.  Have you had a chance to practice out here and how's the course?

MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, I mean, I got in last evening from Houston.  I played the 
pro-am this morning.  The course, you know, everything looks pretty good.  It's wet, 
obviously you've had some rain this past weekend, but overall the course is in good 
shape.  You know, hopefully we'll have some drier weather the next couple days, the 
course will continue to dry out.  The golf course is a good test if there's not much wind.  
Because it's softer, the guys will probably shoot some good scores out there.

Q.  You see a player such as Michael Allen leading the points and I guess the 
money on the Tour.  Just talk about the year he's had.  There's a guy that 
probably most of the sporting public probably hasn't heard much about.  He kind 
of symbolizes the kind of player you see on this tour in addition to guys like 
yourself who have won major championships.  

MARK O'MEARA:  Sure.  Michael is a wonderful player.  He's a guy whose a 
journeyman.  I mean, he's a man who -- he's worked extremely hard, he's paid his 
dues, and it's nice to see even at this age where we can still be competing and playing.  
Certainly he's won a couple tournaments this year, he's making good money on the 
Champions Tour and he's a heck of a player, like I said.  So, you know, it just goes to 
show you that the players that have talent, you know, this Champions Tour is a special 
place that can give them an opportunity still late in life to compete at still a pretty good 
level and win.  Michael's proven that.

Q.  One other point, too, different track.  You see a lot of players at 50, and I guess 
maybe 20 years ago 50 seemed a lot older than it is now -- 
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MARK O'MEARA:  Right.

Q.  -- but they're still competitive on the PGA Tour.  How tough is it to wean 
yourself away from the PGA TOUR that have bigger purse]s and -- 

MARK O'MEARA:  It comes down to the individual.  If he still feels like he can compete 
at 50 or 51 on the regular Tour and wants to be out there, but I reckon unless you can 
really hit it a long way, I guess what I would say is that there's nothing wrong with 
wanting to stay on the regular Tour.  

But it is difficult to play both tours, you know, because these guys out here can still play 
at a very high level and it's not that easy.  Look, I've played out here for, this is my sixth 
year and I know one year I didn't play that well, this year I've been a little bit injured, but 
I've only one two times, really one on my own, but I've had, whatever, 13 seconds.  So 
it's not that easy to win out here.  

So if you're going to put your focus and play on the Champions Tour, then you need to 
be out here because guys like Bernhard Langer and Tom Lehman and the guys that are 
up there on the top, they're playing a lot; John Cook, they're committed to this Tour.  I 
think that that's -- you know, if you really want to be good out here, you need to stay 
out here and play.  Your window starts to narrow every year.  In just one more year, a lot 
of other 50-year old rookies are coming out.

Q.  I just want to build on that.  Look back at your days on the PGA Tour regularly 
now on the Champions Tour, what's different about the routine?  Is it similar or --

MARK O'MEARA:  I think there's always a little bit of pressure but not as much 
pressure out here.  I would say that the competition -- certainly the competition is the 
best in the world on the regular Tour and the players have even gotten better.  The 
players of today's generation are way better than when I played.  There's more of them, 
there's more foreign players playing.  

The same goes for out here.  Every year the quality of play continues to get better.  And 
I've been fortunate in my 32-plus years as a professional golfer to witness a lot of neat 
things.  Growing up in the Jack Nicklaus era, certainly watching what Tiger did, being so 
close to Tiger and witnessing what Tiger Woods did for the game of golf and what he 
accomplished in his career, putting golf on a totally different plane, and then coming out 
here on the Champions Tour and witnessing what these guys are still able to do.  You 
know, I mean, I know that everybody thinks the Champions Tour, that the courses are 
short and there's no rough or whatever.  Look, I'm a fair judge of talent and I reckon it's 
pretty impressive, the winning score week in and week out out here.

Q.  Just to follow up, do you see five years down the road with how many more 
could be coming on to the Champions Tour, how much more competitive and 
high profile, it can even get higher?
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MARK O'MEARA:  I think so, certainly look at Vijay and some of the other players that 
are getting close to 50 and they have made a substantial amount of money.  But I'm not 
so sure it's always about the money; they like to compete, too, and they like to win.  So I 
imagine those guys are going to come out here and play and support our Tour.  

We have great sponsors out here.  SAS is certainly a great sponsor.  I think that our 
tournaments and our sponsors gel together.  They look at their players, they look at the 
pro-am, they look at the players of our generation and see the value there.  

So we're all, you know, really fortunate certainly -- I'm 55 now -- to still be playing a 
game that we love and want to compete.  Look, we have our good days, we have our 
bad days, it's like anything else, but yet to be able still be able to compete at a pretty 
cool level, there's no other sport that really has that and we're fortunate because the 
Tour, the Champions Tour, gives that to us.

Q.  You mentioned Bernhard Langer and Tom Lehman, Michael Allen, guys that 
are at the top of the Schwab Cup list right now.  What do they have to do to win? 

MARK O'MEARA:  Three more tournaments.  We've got this week, next week at Rock 
Barn and then San Antonio and then the Charles Schwab Cup.  But Tom Lehman has 
played so well the last couple years, very consistent.  It comes down to, you know, top 
10s.  Bernhard Langer is the ultimate.  You know, the guy's kept himself physically fit, 
he's a great competitor.  You know, probably being at the Ryder Cup last week and 
seeing what happened motivates him.  I mean, it doesn't take much not to motivate 
Bernhard Langer.  He's got that mentality of dedication, drive, work, and he's always 
right there so I wouldn't be surprised to see him right there this week.

Q.  I know you're out of Houston, Texas, now but originally from Goldsboro, North 
Carolina.  You're one of several local guys in the field this week.  Can you talk a 
little bit about how you feel seeing the SAS Championship and Prestonwood 
Country Club on the schedule each year and what that means to you?

MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah.  Listen, North Carolina's a beautiful state, it's a great state.  I 
know, I was born here.  But there's a lot of great golf courses in North Carolina.  There's 
a lot of history here, and for us to have a Champions Tour event here and certainly next 
week at Rock Barn, I think the players welcome that.  It's nice to be playing in the fall 
when the heat's calmed down just a little bit and North Carolinians, like I said, they love 
their golf, they love their sport.  

For us to have this championship this week, you look at the guys that have won here, 
Kenny Perry winning last year and some of the other players that have won this event, 
you've got a good past champions list of quality players so anybody who's fortunate to 
play well this week can have a chance to win really welcomes that opportunity and that 
chance.

Q.  Prestonwood Country Club has about 1800 members here that are excited to 
come out and cheer you guys on this week.  Can you just talk about, if you were 
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selling the Champions Tour, how the Champions Tour is so much different from a 
fan experience standpoint?

MARK O'MEARA:  Well, I think the Champions Tour from the standpoint that the fans 
have players that are recognizable, you know, players that have had nice careers.  
You've got Hall of Fame players playing here this week, you've got players that have -- 
you know, numerous players that have won major championships that have a long 
history in the game of golf.  I think most of the people that follow the game of golf are 
close to our generation, they're close to maybe 55 to 35, so they kind of have grown up 
watching a lot of players that are playing here this week at Prestonwood.  

So, you know, you're right, it is about fan experience and I think most of these players 
realize that.  We grew up in a time where golf may not have been as big of an event as 
it is today and certainly we don't draw like the regular Tour draws, but there's some 
events like this one here that gets the good fan support and I know the players 
appreciate it very much.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thank you, Mark.

MARK O'MEARA:  Appreciate it.
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