
  

       
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  LIZETTE SALAS
Thursday, September 20, 2012 

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome Lizette Salas to the interview room at the Navistar 
LPGA Classic.  You're in the clubhouse lead right now or tied for the clubhouse lead at 
7-under par 65, which is your career low round on the LPGA Tour.  Congratulations.

LIZETTE SALAS:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Just take us through the round, what worked for you today.

LIZETTE SALAS:  You know, I think staying in play was key for me.  I putted well at 
Kingsmill and I missed fairways, which is typically not my game, and that was a whole 
goal this week is to stay in the fairway and just stay out of trouble and hit fairways and 
greens all day.  And my wedge game was really good today and rolled in the putts that I 
needed to, and I occasionally dropped in a couple of long ones and I got up and down 
when I needed to.  Made a silly bogey on a par 5, which I was kind of upset at myself 
but just moved on from it, erased that from my memory and, you know, just had a lot of 
golf left.  And I started seeing camera guys coming up and I'm like, Uh-oh, here we go.  
You know, the nerves always kick in, so I just wanted to stay calm and did my thing, got 
up and down on 18 and it was a good solid day.

MODERATOR:  As a rookie, your 61st on the money list, which basically assures you of 
your card next year, inside the Top 80.  I know you've kind of come through the ranks, 
you were a star at USC, you played on the Symetra Tour, now as a rookie on the LPGA 
Tour, how nice is it to know, hey, I've got status next year, now I'm just playing for 
myself? 

LIZETTE SALAS:  It's a satisfying feeling to know that I'm going to be out here next 
year because you just don't know what's going to happen out here and you've just got to 
take each day to the fullest and know that there are going to be some up-and-down 
moments.  I had a rough time in Kingsmill mentally, but I just know that I want to have a 
long career so I cannot get too impatient out here.  

I took the British Open off.  I went down to Georgia, took some time to myself and 
regrouped and came out here and did my usual boring golf, which I like to call it.  I'm 
just so happy it's finally clicking toward the end of the season when you really need to 
step it up.
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MODERATOR:  Speaking of long careers, I know there's a Hall of Famer who you've 
always looked up to, Nancy Lopez, who had one of the best careers in LPGA history 
and she's sort of taken on a bit of a mentor role for you, she's reached out to you a few 
times.  Can you just talk about the impact of having a legend like Nancy Lopez on your 
side giving you some advice?  

LIZETTE SALAS:  Oh, it's just a dream come true.  She reached out to me right before 
my debut out on the Symetra Tour and she was following me at the U.S. Open and she 
calls me, she texts me.  I haven't heard from her in a while, but it's just great to have the 
support from a Hall of Famer who you've looked up to not only on the golf side but 
outside of the golf course who you look up to, how she holds herself, her attitude 
towards life in general.  She's just a great role model not just for me but for all the young 
players out here.

MODERATOR:  You were in contention earlier this year at the U.S. Open.  By the end 
of the week, probably not the finish you were looking for, but are you able to draw on 
being at the top of the leaderboard in a major this week or moving forward?  Does that 
experience help you? 

LIZETTE SALAS:  It has helped me.  I went through -- obviously I shed tears on that 
final day at the U.S. Open, but I definitely learned from it.  I talked to Nancy about it the 
day after and it still bothers me, but I've learned from it and I just moved on.  It's 
eventually -- I don't want to say it's going to happen, but you just have to prepare 
yourself for those types of moments.  I talked to my friends and family, my agent, and 
they said, you know, this is probably the best thing that could have happened to you 
because you went through all the ups and downs at a U.S. Open, a major 
championship.  And so now I learned from that experience and time to move forward 
and I think I'm mentally strong after that.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Lizette?  I think I asked them all.

LIZETTE SALAS:  Probably.

MODERATOR:  We'll go with one more.  Talk about the rest of the week.  You shot 65 
today.  Does that change the way you look at the next three days? 

LIZETTE SALAS:  No, it does not change anything, it does not change my game plan.  
Just going to go out there, take each shot for what it is and just try to make the best 
swing that I can and just not -- no expectations.  That's what I learned at USC from my 
coach, Andrea Gaston; go out there, have fun, smile, laugh, and hopefully no more 
tears. 

MODERATOR:  Sounds like a good attitude.  Congratulations.  We'll see you again this 
week.

LIZETTE SALAS:  Thank you.  
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