
  

                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAULA CREAMER & JIYAI SHIN
Sunday, September 9, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  I would like to welcome Paula Creamer and Jiyai Shin into the 
interview room.  It's been quite an adventurous day for you.  First off, take me through 
the playoff and (inaudible.) 

PAULA CREAMER:  I mean, we played it eight times around and 16 pars, that's pretty 
good.  But it's a tough hole.  I mean, it's tough to make a birdie with that back pin 
location and we're hitting it in the same spot.  I think I was within, with my drives, like 
10 yards every single time.  It's a difficult hole from right there.  It's unfortunate that we 
couldn't change the pin or do something a little bit different, but I guess that's learning, 
and next year I'm sure and other tournaments down the road they'll probably change the 
rules about the playoff.

JIYAI SHIN:  I agree with that.  Well, yeah, it just was really long tough day, but it will be 
good experience for us.  And well, first couple holes of the playoff I was really, really 
nervous, but after that I started getting comfortable with it, the playoff.  It's just like so 
weird.  But we're coming back tomorrow, so hopefully play because we have to go to 
England before the next week for the British Open.  It's really a good time for me, yeah.

MODERATOR:  Take me through that decision at the end.  I know you guys had gone 
back to the tee.  What were the thoughts?  I mean, we all know it was getting pretty 
dark, but did you hope to play one more hole and then just realizing it was just too dark? 

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, I think I really wanted to play another one and Jiyai was kind 
of -- I mean it's hard when it's just us two and trying to make a decision.  I respect what 
she wants and she respects what I want.  It's difficult.  I said, well, let's go back to the 
tee to see.  And then we talked about it a little bit and we were like, okay, let's just play.  
I teed it up and I was like oh, my goodness, my driver, my white -- my driver was 
brighter than the golf ball sitting down there and I'm thinking this probably isn't a good 
idea.  I looked at Jiyai and Jiyai said no.  So it's unfortunate that we have to do that, but 
like I said, we respect each other's decisions and like look at it now, we would be still out 
there and we can't play in that.

MODERATOR:  The longest playoff in LPGA history is 10 holes.  You guys have already 
gone eight already, that's the longest between two players from what we looked at, 
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making a little bit of history.  Did you ever imagine when you teed it up on that first 
playoff hole that you would be going into tomorrow? 

PAULA CREAMER:  No, I definitely didn't think so.  Especially we made some great 
saves, some really good up-and-downs out of the bunkers and I had that one, but it's 
just tough to make putts on that hole.

JIYAI SHIN:  Yeah, it's very tough.

PAULA CREAMER:  Every time you see it, there's all these little bumps everwhere 
getting worse and worse.

JIYAI SHIN:  When we keep playing, we can see a lot of spike marks.

PAULA CREAMER:  Everywhere.

JIYAI SHIN:  Yes.  So until we play last hole, a lot of fans out there, so really appreciate 
for that.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Paula or Jiyai? 

Q.  For both players, did your strategy on 18 change at any point during the 
playoff?

PAULA CREAMER:  No, I mean, not for me.  I just kept trying to hit it down that right 
side and hopefully get a good iron.  I kept kind of missing it to the right a little bit off the 
tee, but, you know, I started to groove that number so it was kind of my spot over there.  
Didn't really change, just trying to make a birdie, match play; just trying to do one better 
than Jiyai, that's it.

JIYAI SHIN:  Well, yeah, I think so because lot of people were there and they want to 
see the good birdie, but last hole with the back tees and then the pin was close to the 
back edge, so it was really hard to get aggressive shot, so make keep save the par.

Q.  It seems like yesterday, but Paula, you came to the sixth hole, you were 
18-under, you're in the fairway, it seems like you're in control of the tournament.  
You birdied two of the first four holes.  What happened there and have you ever 
almost been in a tunnel before?

PAULA CREAMER:  I know, I was in a tunnel, yeah.  No, I've never been -- never hit 
that before.  I'm surprised no one took one for the team down there; the ball's coming, 
you've got to save it.  You know, it happens and it's an unfortunate mistake.  But like I 
said, things happen, that's golf, and if I could go back and hit one last putt, sure.  If I 
didn't pull it maybe five, six yards, who knows.  It was a lucky and also unlucky break 
that I could even hit it from there.  The shot I was trying to hit off the cart path went way 
farther than what I thought.  I mean, I wasn't even looking at that bunker and it just kind 
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of like a rocket ship off my clubface, that pitch shot.  And I left myself -- I mean, how it 
didn't get in the bunker I was shocked in the first place, but it was hanging on the edge 
and it was such a hard flop shot, and at that point, you know, just trying to minimize the 
mistakes right there and okay, walk away with maybe bogey and at the worst 6, and I 
had a par 5 ahead.  I hit a lot of good shots after that.  Like I said, it was unfortunate.  It 
was early on in the round so I could still come back.  It wasn't like a huge momentum 
killer.

Q.  Paula, the putt to win on regulation, was that just a bad putt or bad read or 
what?

PAULA CREAMER:  I hit my first putt, that long one, I hit such a great putt.  It was 
almost like when it lipped out it went even more exaggerated farther away.  It was a 
good five and a half feet, five feet.  Yeah, I mean, I pulled it, but I mean, if I could go 
back in time, I 100 percent would have maybe used my line on my ball or something a 
little bit different.  

But I can't lose sleep over it.  It happens, it's golf.  I've putted so well, and today I putted 
really well at times and I didn't make as many as what I did the last three days.  You 
know, that putt could have been on the third hole, it could have been on the 17th hole 
and it happened to be on the 18th hole at a big, crucial moment, but you learn from it.  
My biggest thing was to not let it get in the way of the next eight-hole playoff that we 
had.

Q.  Could you both just tell us what you were hitting over and over again in the 
fairway and what the yardage was that you typically had?

PAULA CREAMER:  I had about 165, I hit a 6 iron, I think, seven out of the -- no, I 
think five out of the eight.  No, six out of the eight times.  I hit two 5-irons. 

JIYAI SHIN:  When she hit a driver, it was very consistent but I wasn't.  Well, let me see.  
I hit one time right side and then a couple times a left side down fairway.  The shortest 
club I hit an 8-iron, longest club is 7 wood, so it was a big gap, but normally I hit a 
6-iron a couple times and 23 hybrid a couple times.

Q.  Were you guys thinking that much about the British and your flight?  Were 
you thinking ahead to your flights and the British or were you trying to block all 
that out?

PAULA CREAMER:  I don't think I said anything to Colin until I think the seventh playoff 
hole.  I said I don't think we're going to make our charter.  He said no, I don't think so, it 
leaves in 20 minutes or something.  And I said, yeah, okay, and that was really the only 
time.  Afterwards when they asked us about the darkness, we realized, well, that's why 
we were trying to play one more.  It wasn't like we were thinking British, British, British, 
but yeah, we want to get there, too.
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Q.  After having played 18 redundantly, are you glad that tomorrow you're going 
to start on 16?

PAULA CREAMER:  Sure.  I mean, why not?  It will be interesting to see if we would go 
back to 18 again.  I don't know if they're changing the pins or what they're doing.  They 
haven't come up with anything yet, I don't think.  Yeah, either way it's kind of a good and 
bad thing.  We're going to have to decide a champion on one hole and we've done both 
so well and we've fought so hard, but I guess that's sports and that's golf and we've got 
to come out tomorrow and start on 16, so here we go.

JIYAI SHIN:  Yeah, another tough hole, too.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions?  All right.  Well, we will see you both tomorrow.

PAULA CREAMER:  Thank you.

JIYAI SHIN:  Thank you.  
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