
  

                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAULA CREAMER
Saturday, September 8, 2012

MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome our current leader, Paula Creamer into the 
interview room.  Congratulations, a great round out there today, 6-under par 65, the 
lowest round of the day, and your total through 54 holes is the lowest in tournament 
history.  Got off to a hot start today birdieing three straight on Nos. 3 through 5 and just 
another solid day out there for you.  

Can you take me through the day and what was really working well for you? 

PAULA CREAMER:  I hit the ball really well, I gave myself tons of opportunities, and 
when I did get into a little bit of trouble I just kind of took my medicine and scrambled out 
some pars.  Just hitting it really solid, so I'm able to go at a lot of these flagsticks and 
giving myself within 10 feet on a lot of holes.  You're not going to make all of them but 
you'll make most, especially with the confidence that I have right now in my putting.

MODERATOR:  You haven't held a lead going into the final round since I think we were 
looking when you won the Women's Open, that was the last time.  What does it feel like 
to be back up there to have that two-stroke lead, and do you change your approach at 
all when you have a lead going into a final round?

PAULA CREAMER:  No.  I haven't won in two years; that feels like forever, but it also 
feels like yesterday when I did just win, so it's kind of a give or take.  

I've been in contention a lot, so it's not that I'm not used to this, that's for sure.  But it is, 
it's actually -- I feel great, I feel really -- no matter what happens tomorrow, I'm just 
going out there and continue what I've been doing this whole year and it's just starting to 
come together and one round isn't going to make or break it, that's for sure.  

I just talked to -- keep saying where I am and level-headed and the fact that I'm going 
to hit some great shots and I'm going to hit some shots that I'm going to scratch my 
head at.  I know that and I've overcome that going into this week realizing that that's 
going to happen, and I think that's been the hardest thing for me to accept out there is 
when I do miss shots or I make a wrong decision here or there.  Like I said, one round 
tomorrow isn't going to make or break what happens.
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MODERATOR:  We had talked at Evian when you made that run on the back nine and 
that thrill of being back there and in the hunt.  Is that just a feeling that you really relish?  
I mean, some people talk about wanting to chase or wanting to lead, but just the thrill of 
being up there and having that chance at victory is something that you just... 

PAULA CREAMER:  There's nothing better.  It's why you play the game, for those 
emotions, walking up onto the green, hitting a good shot, hearing just the people.  They 
had such a good crowd out there today, just really just so supportive of my golf and 
women's golf in general.  It really just motivates me even more.  I wish I was like this 
every week, but it's sports, you're not going to do that.  But when it does come there's 
nothing better than that and I'm sure it's going to be pretty exciting tomorrow.  Some 
great players are all kind of bunched in there and I'm going to have to take care of my 
own game.

MODERATOR:  I'm going to ask you the same question that I asked Jiyai, but in all the 
times that this event was held previously, people who won it had won a major 
championship previously.  Is there something about this golf course that brings out, you 
know, those types of players?

PAULA CREAMER:  Yes and no.  I think you have to be a great ball striker around 
here.  You have to be really good with controlling your shots.  The last five holes it gets 
a little bit more windy because you're right next to the water, things like that.  You're not 
necessarily hitting 8- and 9- irons into the greens.  It's just one of those golf courses 
that you've got to be on your game.  I mean, this is a pretty low number after three days.  
Obviously you said that that's the lowest it's been.  And it's not always like this, it's just 
they're a little bit softer and you're able to fire at pins a little bit easier.  But it says a little 
bit I guess to the fact that, you know, they're the top players.   

MODERATOR:  Questions for Paula?

Q.  Paula, have you given any thought to why you particularly do so well here, 
because the last couple times here you've had very good scores.  And also do 
you remember, can you recall in '09 why you didn't play here?  That was the 
previous event before this. 

PAULA CREAMER:  I think I was in Japan, I think I played a tournament in Japan in 
'09.

Q.  (Inaudible) 

PAULA CREAMER:  Yes, I love this golf course, I always have.  It reminds me a lot of 
the golf courses that I grew up with in California, just tree lined and you have to work the 
ball and you have to think a lot with certain things.  The hardier the golf course, the 
better I normally play.  For here, it's just one of those things the greens are so soft that 
normally you have to allow for release and this and that and it brings other factors into it.  
And your caddie's got to be on with your numbers, and Colin, he's so good at that.  So 
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it's kind of a good thing when I come out I see the shots, I can hit it, and it's about 
making birdie putts, too.  I think that these greens I can read very well.

Q.  You mentioned that you had to work for some pars today and I feel like 16 was 
one of those places that it's a hole that you were able to keep your momentum 
going because you had the awkward stance, you're in the rough, you've got to 
worry a little bit about your thumb.

PAULA CREAMER:  Yeah.

Q.  You bounced the ball up on the green but then you left the putt, what, eight 
feet short?

PAULA CREAMER:  Um-hmm, thank you.

Q.  But you made that.  Was that one of those holes that continues momentum in 
a round?

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, momentum, you know, you want early on but with two holes 
to go you don't want to -- I mean, to me the last three holes I always look at.  Some 
people it's four, some people it's five (indiscernible) the last holes.  For me, it's always 
been three.  I don't want to of course bogey that, especially after that second shot that I 
hit.  I mean, it was great off that lie.  And those are the things you've just got to grind 
out.  You hit a bad first putt, and it was probably one of the slowest putts I've had in a 
long time just straight into that wind.  I saw Aza's putt before me and it kind of helped 
me out a little bit and I made it.  But those are the putts that continue yourself going, and 
like you said, the momentum.  Just after that second shot I wasn't going to walk away 
with a bogey because I could have hit it anywhere for the second one and walked away 
with a 5.

Q.  (Inaudible) 

PAULA CREAMER:  I didn't -- I don't -- I didn't look at the board.  I didn't know what 
they were doing.  I'm not a big leaderboard watcher anyways.  I can't control what 
anybody else does.  It's just myself.  But the last three holes, they're good finishing 
holes.  On the par 5 they moved the tee up, but it was straight into the wind so it evened 
itself out.  But 16 and 17, they're really good holes, and then 18 downwind, that makes it 
a little bit easier, that tee shot, but still it's a good finishing hole.

Q.  Paula, would you mind going through your card just a bit?  You had six birdies 
between the front and the back.  Were there any particular great shots there or 
great approaches, you know, great putts, anything along those lines?

PAULA CREAMER:  Birdied 3, a par 5, it was just up in front and I got up and down.  4, 
I hit to about five feet.  5, made about a 15-footer.  11, made about a 12-footer.  13, I 
was just off the left and I chipped in there just off the left, it was like a five-yard chip kind 

Kingsmill Resort - River Course

 www.tee-scripts.com 3

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/kingsmill-championship-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/kingsmill-championship-2012/


of thing.  And then the par 5, I made about a four-and-a-half, five-footer.  So it was all 
relatively close, nothing outrageous. 

Q.  I know in the past that you were going to jump out of a plane or something if 
you won a major; I don't know, little things, buy a purse if you achieve certain 
goals.  As the months have gone by and you haven't won, is there anything you 
say, gosh, when I finally win again, I'm going to do blank, or buy blank? 

PAULA CREAMER:  The plane thing was actually going to be media day at the U.S. 
Open.  That was -- I did the training, but remember it was really foggy so I wasn't able 
to do it.  

No, I haven't come up with anything.  I think -- I only have two trophies in my house, I 
have the U.S. Open and I have this one that I won from the Golf Channel for being the 
best dressed.  So think that this one, this one might go in my house because my next 
one is what I've always said to my parents is, you know, that things that mean a 
tremendous amount to me.  If it comes tomorrow, it comes tomorrow; if it doesn't, it 
doesn't.  But that will be the prize is it gets to go in my house, not my parents'.

Q.  Is that where all the rest of them are?

PAULA CREAMER:  Yes, they have all of them.  The only one I really had was the Golf 
Channel one, the best dressed, that's what I like.

Q.  Your priorities.

PAULA CREAMER:  Priorities, yes.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Paula?  All right.  Well, thank you very much 
and best of luck tomorrow.

PAULA CREAMER:  Thanks.
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