
  

                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  LETA LINDLEY
Friday, September 7, 2012

MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome a very special guest into the interview room 
today, Leta Lindley, who is playing in her final event after 18 years out here on the 
LPGA Tour.  

Leta, it looks like you're not going to make the cut so this is the end of what has been a 
truly impressive career, very special one.  I know everybody's enjoyed having you out 
here.  Can you just take me through the emotions of today and what it's been like to be 
out here?

LETA LINDLEY:  Well, I didn't know what I would really feel like going into today, really 
the week.  I think I've had a mix of emotions, obviously very bittersweet, but knowing 
that it's the right time for me.  Obviously I was very tearful coming up 18.  I've been out 
here for 18 years and I've grown up out here and this has been my family for so long 
and it's been a big chunk of my life, but I know that it's time but it doesn't make it any 
less sad.

MODERATOR:  A special moment, though, with your husband on the bag, who's been 
with you almost your entire way of your career.  You guys, as you walked up 18, were 
holding hands and got to share a hug at the end.  What does it mean to you to have him 
here for this moment, but also what has he meant to you throughout your career? 

LETA LINDLEY:  I never would have made it out here for 18 years without him by my 
side.  Not only is he an amazing caddie, but a wonderful husband, a cheerleader, 
psychologist, golf coach.  He's been everything to me and my victories have been his 
victories as well.  It's been so special that we could do it together.  Not many 
husband-wife teams can work together and have the kind of relationship that we do and 
I'm most thankful for him.

MODERATOR:  And I know when you were talking to Golf Channel you were talking 
about how you two began this journey together just the two of you and ended it just the 
two of you because your two kids, you have an eight-year old Cole and a six-year old 
Reese, who are back at home and in school.  I'm sure a lot of this decision was based 
on them and we know how important it is for you to -- how important you consider your 
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role as a mom to be, how special it is.  Now you get to be a full-time mom at home.  
What does that -- is that really kind of the reason for -- 

LETA LINDLEY:  Well, ultimately they're my legacy.  They're the most important thing to 
me.  I mean, I chase a little white ball out here and it's been a tremendous ride, but at 
the end of the day when my son cries when we leave and doesn't really understand and 
we try to explain to him that this is our job and this is how we buy food and toys and Wii 
games.  So we try to put it in a perspective that he understands, but all they know is that 
we're not home.  They still want to snuggle and they -- and I just want to enjoy that 
time before my son tells me I need to walk 10 steps behind him before I'm embarrassing 
him.  They grow up so fast and I can't believe that Cole is eight and Reese is six.  
Before I know it, they're going to be out of the house and I just don't want to miss any 
more of that.  So it's time to create some different memories.  

I'm most proud of the career that I've had out here.  I'm the girl that was never going to 
do it.  I would never get a college scholarship, I would never win a college tournament, I 
would never get my card, let alone keep it.  And then to win a tournament after having 
two children, sometimes I feel like the little engine that could.  

This is the perfect example.  This golf course just played so long for me.  I hit so many 
3-woods, but just like I always have, I hung in there and I gutted it out and I got up and 
down and made some birdies and I never gave up.  That's been how I played all 18 
years.  I never give up.

MODERATOR:  Well, for all of us hitters who maybe don't hit it as long as some of the 
other girls out here, you always were an inspiration, and I know you've been an 
inspiration off the golf course as well in everything you've done for charity and your work 
with the Prader-Willi Syndrome.  

What does it mean for you to be able to leave a legacy on the golf course with what 
you've done, but also to be involved in so many charities and helping out others? 

LETA LINDLEY:  Well, certainly I hope I left a positive mark on the Tour and that I've 
played with grace and represented women's golf and the LPGA, represented them well.  
But certainly having the opportunity to use my golf for something better and bigger and 
helping children that have Prader-Willi Syndrome, that has been my dream.  I always 
thought other players on Tour that were involved in charities and doing good works, that 
was always my dream and so I was so blessed to come across the Levine family, 
whose granddaughter has Prader-Willi Syndrome, and to be able to generate funds and 
raise awareness and make a difference for those kids means so much to me.  And to be 
able to continue this work, you know, when I leave the Tour is very special as well.

MODERATOR:  And I know you had an event this week and even got to help in your 
last week.  

LETA LINDLEY:  I did, yes.
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MODERATOR:  What was that like and how important was it for you to kind of finish out 
with that as well, make it a part of your last week out here on Tour? 

LETA LINDLEY:  Well, it was really special because there was a family whose grandson 
was born with Prader-Willi Syndrome about four months ago, and of course the first 
thing you do is you get online and you Google it.  And being a lover of golf, Ned Fry 
said, Oh, there's a golf tournament that benefits Prader-Willi Syndrome and there's an 
LPGA player that does good work for them.  He's like, I wonder if she's coming to 
Kingsmill, and got in touch with the Levine family and he just wanted to meet me, and 
through his connections with SunTrust they sponsored an event on Wednesday night, 
hosted a little cocktail party and some of my good friends out on Tour joined me and we 
were able to raise I believe over $12,000 for Prader-Willi research.  So just a little 
cocktail party for two hours, I mean, that is super special, just kind of capped off the 
week for me.

MODERATOR:  It's amazing what you can do with just a little work and a little help from 
some friends.  Any questions for Leta? 

Q.  (Inaudible) 

LETA LINDLEY:  Well, I was really lucky that I had Matt by my side and able to help me 
juggle all of that, but certainly I think having children freed me up, it gave me a different 
perspective on my golf and it wasn't do or die.  Shooting 80 didn't seem so horrible 
when I got to go home and see my little ones, and I think I played with more freedom 
and also enjoyment.  I think they came to me during a time when I was starting to get 
burnt out -- I think I had Cole after 10 years on Tour -- and you're just grinding it out.  
You play eight in a row and before you knew it, the off season wasn't very long and you 
would be starting again, and I just came back with new energy and just enjoyed it.  I just 
think the perspective changes so much, and if they can keep that in mind and just enjoy 
those special moments, I think it frees you up to play.  I think I played my best golf after 
having children.

Q.  (Inaudible) Some of them are on and off but you guys have been together for 
the long haul.  Why does it work for you two, or why did it work? 

LETA LINDLEY:  I think there's two reasons.  I'm a very positive person and I don't 
blame other people for my bad shots.  Ultimately I hit the bad shot, so I take 
responsibility for that.  And at the end of the day, I know that no one is cheering harder 
for me than Matt, no one.  He wants what is best for me more than I do, so I think that 
just goes a long way with me knowing how much he cares and how hard he's trying.  
He's not trying to mess me up or put me in the bunker.  So we're trying our best and I 
just think it was just more special doing it with him.  

You spend a lot of time with your caddie, it's almost like a second marriage, and it took 
me a while just to find Matt and I like him, I like being with him, and I think that he feels 
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the same way.  I'm most comfortable with him.  I felt like he brought the best out in me 
because he believed in me sometimes more than I believed in myself, especially being 
a shorter hitter.  I always felt -- there were caddies who would say, Well, she can't play 
that golf course, it's too long.  Matt would never tell me that.  He would say, You can 
play it.  If you hit the ball solid and you chip and put well, you can play any golf course.  

Those are the things I needed to hear and he would always tell me how good I am.  
Sometimes when I wasn't believing in myself, he would pump me up and lift me up and 
help me play some of my best golf, I think.

Q.  What do you think your legacy will be?

LETA LINDLEY:  On Tour?

Q.  Yeah.

LETA LINDLEY:  I hope I set a good example for the girls that are out here.  I hope that 
I won with grace.  You know, I enjoyed what I was doing and I hope that that showed 
inside the ropes.  Even when things weren't going well and the way that I wanted to on 
the golf course, I conducted myself in -- I'm not sure what the word I would be looking 
for; you just couldn't tell, you couldn't tell things were bad or if they were good.  I just -- 
I was always positive, I never gave up.  

And it's funny because a couple players have come up to me in the last couple weeks 
and asked me, you know, You've been out here for 18 years, what is your secret?  And I 
told Maria Hernandez, I said, It's because it's in here.  

I've seen so many players that hit it so much better than I do and have oodles of more 
talent.  Why am I still here and they're not?  I just think there's something in my heart of 
never giving up.  I didn't care if I was missing the cut by five shots, I was trying the 
hardest on every shot coming in because that might make the difference for me next 
week.  So if I exhibited that and I could teach the younger players that and then I was a 
good role model, then I feel like I've done a good job out here.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Leta?  Well, I think if that's what your hope for 
what your legacy will be, it certainly will be.  We all enjoyed watching you play.  Thank 
you so much for joining us today.  Best of luck in all your future endeavors. 

LETA LINDLEY:  Thank you very much.  
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