
  

                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAULA CREAMER
Thursday, September 6, 2012

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome Paula Creamer into the interview room.  
Congratulations, a great 6-under par round for you today. 

PAULA CREAMER:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  With a little bit of a delay mixed in between.  Got off to bogey on the 1st 
hole, but then the rest of your front nine was pretty impressive play out there. 

Can you take me through that nine and the rest of the day and what was really working 
well for you?

PAULA CREAMER:  Yeah, the bogey on the 1st hole was -- (banging noise outside.)  
That's what I felt like.  No, it was a terrible bogey.  There was no reason why it should 
have happened and it happened.  I kind of just told myself I'm not doing this, like I'm 
tired of starting off not on the right foot, and just kind of came back with a great birdie on 
2 and a little pitch-in on 3 for eagle from about 30 yards off the green from the pin, and 
birdied 6, 7, 8, 9.  

The rain delays, they come and go.  It's one of those things that you've kind of got to 
use your experience from the past.  And obviously I didn't make any more birdies on the 
back side, but I still played really well, gave myself some chances.  It's been a long day 
and I'll still take a 65, that's for sure.

MODERATOR:  Everybody talked about how excited they are to be back at this golf 
course, to be back here.  I know you played well in the past, you have tied-for-4th 
finishes in '07 and '06.  What is it about this golf course that you really love, and it 
seems judging by your score today that you really seem to like the look of this golf 
course.

PAULA CREAMER:  It just sets up really well for me.  With all the rain, it's not a huge 
advantage on some holes to be super long or short or whatever; you just have to be 
really precise with your irons and that's always been a strength of mine.  For me, just 
matching up hitting good iron shots and making putts, I haven't been able to do that this 
year.  Today I could show that I did it on the front nine for sure.  
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But I like it, I like how it feels here, I like the people, everybody's been so nice, it's very 
relaxed, but it's such a big tournament type of feel when you walk through or drive 
through the gates there at the beginning.  It just makes you want to play well.

MODERATOR:  To get off to such a good start, I know you put together some good 
rounds this year and then not necessarily been able to kind of carry it through the rest of 
the event.  How big was for you to kind of put that number up there today on a course 
that you like and get off to this great start? 

PAULA CREAMER:  Even -- I can't control what happens the next three days what 
people do, but for me this is a big confidence booster and just going out and playing the 
game that I know I can play and that I've had in me for so long.  It's been a struggle this 
year.  It's nice to be able to go on, have a front line like I did, feel what it feels like being 
in the zone, that kind of thing, just seeing it and picking it up out of the hole, that kind of 
emotional feeling.  

Like I said, I don't want to put too much pressure on myself, but of course I come here 
to win.  I play every tournament, even when I don't feel I'm at my best, I still feel like I 
can get a Top 10 or whatnot.  Hopefully I can continue the way that I'm playing and we'll 
see what happens.

MODERATOR:  I was talking to Jiyai a little bit ago and she hasn't won in almost two 
years and that feeling -- she said even last year she said like she put almost too much 
pressure on herself to just get that win, and now she's trying to enjoy it a little bit more 
and not feel that pressure.  Do you feel that way at times?

PAULA CREAMER:  Oh, definitely.  I mean, I put the most pressure on myself, for sure.  
Two years, I think about it every day.  I mean, my last win was two years at Oakmont, 
and with surgery and things like that your body's not going to bounce back as fast as 
you would like it to.  

But I have no excuses with that, I feel pretty good, and just been working hard on my 
golf swing and realizing that it's a long process.  I expected it to happen very fast and 
my patience was not where it should have been earlier this year.  Now I've kind of had 
to look back on it, reflect.  I've had a lot of talks with my caddie, Colin, and he says just 
enjoy what you're doing, enjoy everything.  I didn't really get that until last week on my 
week off.  Now I feel good, I feel I'm very happy.  If I hit a bad shot, I hit a bad shot, I just 
move on and go to the next one.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Paula? 

Q.  The weather, rain and all, there are a lot of good scores today.  Is that a 
function of the weather, is it a function of lift, clean and place, is it a function of 
y'all are really good?
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PAULA CREAMER:  No, I mean, lift, clean and place is necessary.  Obviously you saw 
how much rain we had in that brief time.  It's -- certain golf courses you have to allow 
for release and this and that, and you have to come up with a bunch of numbers and 
that kind of thing.  Now, when it's this soft, you really just have one number, what is it to 
the flag, because you can fly everything there, they're just so soft, but you still have to 
make the putt.  

Being this soft, there's tons of bumps, spike marks, things like that out there that you 
can't control.  So I think it's a mixture of it being soft and being able to fly the ball right to 
the flag, but also when you do that, you should be able to have relatively close putts.

Q.  Paula, I noticed in both your practice swings and your waggle, you're doing 
this thing where you're setting your wrist.  What's that about?  Is that new?

PAULA CREAMER:  Yeah, it's a new thing.  My coach, David Whelan, and I, like I said, 
we just totally have broken down my golf swing from the off season until now.  After 
surgery my left arm and my hand and my thumb was just incredibly weak and I started 
getting more and more flat.  

Now I'm a lot stronger, I have a lot more strength, and I'm able to put the club in the 
right spot.  But it's been very hard for me to get swing thoughts of setting your wrists or 
don't come across it, you know, keep your hips still.  It might work for some people, but 
for me it's all about coming up with a certain swing thought.  For some reason right now, 
that feeling, it just helps with me and then I just take it straight back and try and keep my 
right elbow from casting out.  That's where I get those left-to-right shots, which I cannot 
stand.  I haven't done that -- I think I hit maybe one or two today.  

But I'm understanding my golf swing so much better than eight years ago when I turned 
professional or even five years ago and I think that's been the difference, I'm starting to 
feel it so much more with that one little move.  I can't tell you why, it just kind of clicks.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Paula?  Well, thank you very much and best of 
luck the rest of the week.

PAULA CREAMER:  Thanks.  
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