
  

                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  CHRISTINA KIM
Thursday, September 6, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  We'd like to welcome our current clubhouse leader, Christina 
Kim, into the interview room.  

Congratulations, a great 5-under round today.  First off, I know this is a very special 
place to you here at Kingsmill.  How did it feel to go out there and be able to put 
together a round like you did today.

CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, it felt great.  Obviously to be able to say you've got a tee time in 
an LPGA tournament, bottom line, is a very special thing, but to be able to come back 
here to Kingsmill to Williamsburg and to a community that's known professional golf for 
a number of years.  The PGA TOUR was here all the way from the '80s until 2002, and 
then we took up the tournament in 2003, it was a couple-year hiatus.  

It's very special to be back because these people, they know what they're doing.  They 
love their golf, they're passionate about it, they're thankful to have us here, which I don't 
understand why because we're taking up all their tee times, but whatever.  They've been 
great.  

I remember my rookie year we came here and the volunteers, they just came off the 
PGA TOUR the year before and they were -- I mean, obviously we've got Fort Eustis 
down the road, but they were so like almost militant with, you know, stop in the name of 
LPGA, you know, like very -- they were just so -- they were great at what they did.  It's  
nice to come to -- I'm sorry, I digress.  

No, it's great to be here.  Obviously I've had a lot of success here.  I've had, you know, a 
couple of times I almost won this tournament.  My one and only actual withdrawal from 
a tournament came here back in 2009 when we were last here, so it's kind of nice to be 
able to come back and redeem myself fairly injury free.

MODERATOR:  Take me through that round a little bit.  You started on the back nine, on 
10, and you got a string of birdies on that back nine.  What was kind of the key for you, 
and once you got the first one, did you feel the momentum start going your way? 
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CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, I birdied the 1st hole, and a lot of times we talk, whether on the 
PGA TOUR, the Ladies Tour in Europe and Asia, they oftentimes, the birdie on the 1st 
hole denotes a kiss of death unless you back it up, and I actually didn't back it up.  I 
went birdie-bogey, so I was a tad bid worried, I'm not going to lie.  But I had a great 
up-and-down on 13 and then started just a string of birdies on 14, 15, 16 and 17.  

And, you know, for me it was just a matter of just keeping the ball in front of me and 
making sure I could find it again.  Actually, during that string of birdies, I didn't hit the 
best shots, I just ended up with some great results; no putt outside of really 10, 12 feet.  
Then made the turn and I was like okay, new nine, let's go hole by hole, every three 
holes try and get even, 1-under, 2-under, something like that.  Made a couple birdies 
on the back nine.  Actually struck it a lot better on the back nine; my back nine, I should 
say, excuse me.  But no, just a great day.  It was nice to see the ball going in the hole, 
having 10 less shots than my last competitive round.

MODERATOR:  You've been so vocal this year about your frustration with some of the 
struggles that you've had on the golf course.  What has this year been like now?  I know 
you've been involved in Twitter, but being able to share it and hear feedback and talk to 
your fans, why do you think that's important? 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, this year is -- has been -- we all have our own personal 
demons.  I think I was able to see -- I've been down to Hades and back is the way I 
feel.  Just a lot of combination of, over the last couple years, injuries that lead to bad 
golf, and then bad golf leads to not feeling so great, and then you don't feel so great and 
then you play badly.  It's just this awful cycle.  

And then it affects your personal life.  You get, you know, short with your friends, with 
the people that you love, your family.  It's really easy to get short with your family 
because they're your family, so easy to do.  

You know, it's given me a lot of perspective.  I have been thinking a lot because, you 
know, I've been out here 10 years, finishing my 10th year on the LPGA Tour, so I'm 
technically a veteran, but I'm 28 at the same time.  So there are a lot of girls that are 
around my age that are just coming out on Tour and really starting to blossom, and it's a 
very strange feeling to know that I've been out here that long but I'm still so, you know, 
young technically that it's just been a very strange combobulation of just weird stuff.  I 
can't even put words to it.  

My fans on Twitter, you know, though I don't know all of the -- however many I have of 
them, they've for the most part been very, very inspirational and kept me going through 
a lot of really tough times.  It's nice even when someone that you don't know, you know, 
to say that it's going to be okay, that there are people that care about you, you know?  
It's not obviously all golf related because if it was, that's pathetic because golf doesn't 
rule my life.  But it's -- I don't know, it's hard to describe.  
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I came into this week with a new mindset because I've been down in the dumps and, I 
don't know, I think it's a combination of how special this place is to me as well as all the 
great memories I've had, even though it was on rye and bentgrass, not Bermuda.  There 
were so many wonderful memories that I can't help by smile this week.  It's been such a 
great feeling to be able to smile again, you know?

MODERATOR:  Speaking of smiling, we were talking a little bit before we came in just 
about recently you had posted a blog post talking about some of the struggles that 
you've had over the past couple years, a little bit of depression and struggles and that.  I 
know earlier this year Lindsey Wright was another player who kind of came forward and 
was talking about hers and she talked about how much it meant to her, the feedback 
that she got afterwards in sharing hers.  

What has it meant to you having heard back from people now after posting that, and 
what was kind of your reasoning in wanting to share it now? 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Selfishly, the main reason that I wrote it was, you know, to help 
myself.  I always could, but I wasn't really in the mood to spend $500 for someone to 
say -- you know, for me to go, blah blah blah and say, Well, what do you think?  And he 
says, Well, what do you think?  And I'm like, Well, I'm paying you money to tell me what 
I'm thinking.  

For me it was very therapeutic and it was a means for me to let my fans know.  You 
know, I've gotten a lot of tweets and questions from fans during tournaments of, you 
know, like WTF, what's going on?  And a lot of times it really is -- even for me, as vocal 
as I am, it's hard to have the words actually come out of your mouth to say I'm fighting 
some issues, I've got some things going on in my life, I'm not very happy right now, and 
asking for help is impossible.  I can't ask for help, you know?  I always want to try and 
help others, see what I can do to help the LPGA or help my fellow players or, you know, 
give 10 bucks to a guy on the street, whatever it is.  It's hard for me to ask for help.  

The feedback's been -- I mean, I've just been completely floored with the feedback.  
Everyone's been like, you know, you can go through this, you can battle through.  
Sometimes there were days, like really bad days, where, you know, when someone 
says, Hey, you're not smiling today, I just really want to punch them in the face.  It 
happens.  There's something that goes on where people say, Oh, I'm here for you, tell 
me everything, and it doesn't matter, it won't help.  It's like sometimes the best thing to 
do is just to say Hey, I know you're going through some things right now, I'm here.  Not, I 
know it's going to get better, you know it's going to get better.  Then it makes you feel 
even worse when things don't.  

I've got a lot of people -- a lady, Monica (inaudible) that we've been, you know, 
communicating back and forth about our struggles and she's been an inspiration for me 
and really been able to help me a lot, and hopefully I'm able to reciprocate that to her.  
But no, it's been very difficult.  But, you know, like I said, we all have our own demons 
and everyone goes through stuff in life.
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MODERATOR:  Well, we're glad to see you smiling this week.

CHRISTINA KIM:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Christina?

Q.  You said on the stretch of four holes where you made birdie that you didn't hit 
good golf shots, but yet you said the putts were fairly short.  That doesn't quite 
equate in my mind.  How did you hit it so close if you're hitting it so poorly?

CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, part of the struggles I've had on the golf course have been my 
ball striking, I've been fighting some tendinitis in my forearm region.  Back when we 
were here last time and the years before, you know, I was always -- I was always one 
of the longer players on Tour.  If I had to carry a 6-iron 172 yards, I carried a 6-iron 
172 yards.  Now I'm hitting it two clubs shorter, I'm hitting it nowhere, and it's taken me a 
long time to finally be like it's okay, fighting through some injuries, you got fat, you've got 
to lose some weight if you want to get some yardage back.  

No, I just duffed it close.  But a lot of it's because I put such a premium on my ball 
striking, even though I haven't been able to strike the ball like I've been able to in the 
past.  Because I've done it, I know it's there, and because I've done it, I know what a 
good shot feels like and none of those felt like that.  I just duffed it close, that's the best 
way to put it, honest to God.

Q.  And then one quick one, did you think you made the putt on 9?

CHRISTINA KIM:  No, no.  I knew that putt because I've had that putt.  We've been 
here what, eight times?  I've probably had that putt six of the eight times we've been 
here and it's always make sure you get it past the hole, make sure you get it past the 
hole, it's uphill and into the grain, make sure you get it past the hole.  

I knew like before I hit it, it was one of the putts where it was like, you know, if you want 
to have it on the right line and the right speed, I didn't have enough -- I didn't take it 
back far enough.  And I was like if I (indiscernible) this, this could end up five feet off 
line.  I was like there's a slim chance it could go in, but I would need a lot of wind to help 
if I was going to make that.

Q.  Since your play hasn't been so good lately, one of the reasons you get an 
early tee time.  With the way the weather is, shooting 67, getting in the house -- 

CHRISTINA KIM:  66.

Q.  That's right, 66.  Do you look at it as fortunate today considering the way the 
weather is?
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CHRISTINA KIM:  Oh, snap, it's raining.  To be honest, it may sound totally cliche, but 
I'm just thankful to have a tee time, you know?  We all get the same chances, everyone 
plays in the morning, everyone plays in the afternoon.  On the PGA TOUR, whoever's 
first off goes first off in the afternoon as well.  We go about it a slightly different system.  

But I'm just happy to be out here and I'm thankful because, like we keep going back to 
when I was saying I don't want to talk about it really, or I never meant to post it to talk 
about, you know, there were some demons I faced, there was a time when I wouldn't be 
here today, and I'm just thankful to be able to be here and in Williamsburg with all the 
fans.  It's like we never left.  It's such a wonderful feeling to have the same people here 
year in and year out.  

No, you know, I feel for the girls that are out there because, I mean, 7:45 was the last 
time to come in before they blew the horn.  That's going to make for a long day.  There's  
years in the past where we've had entire rounds washed out.  I know this tournament 
faces some tough, you know, times, you know, dealing with us girls, you know, all 144 of 
us in the clubhouse at the same time.  I think that I'm just grateful that I did what I did 
and I was able to be out here, although 4:45 was not a very nice wake up call.

MODERATOR:  With the extra rain, do you think -- I mean, how much might that affect 
how the course is playing?  I know there was some rain --

CHRISTINA KIM:  (inaudible) so much shorter.  Just in general because it's Bermuda, 
the fairways aren't going to be as firm in general, so they're not going to run out as 
much.  You know, it's nice that there's one place in the U.S. that has a surplus of rain 
because most of the country's in a severe drought.  

We did play the ball up today, which I was honestly thankful for because I was worried 
that we wouldn't because there was four inches of rain over the weekend or something 
outrageous like that.  But the course is in phenomenal shape, to be honest, and that 
A-4 grass that they've got on the green, typically you would never find that in a place 
that has humid, hot, sort of, you know, stagnant air as you have here, but it's flourished 
here.  The grounds crew have done an incredible job.  It's done a wonderful job with 
setting the golf course, it's mowed nice and tight.  At 7:35 anyway, the ball is rolling 
really nicely.  You can tell the love and care is still here.  We all worried, you know, in 
honesty when InBev released the Kingsmill Resort, but I've spoken with a couple 
members and they're very happy with Xanterra's done with the resort, so I couldn't be 
anymore happy for them.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Christina?  Well, thank you very much and 
best of luck the rest of the week.

CHRISTINA KIM:  Thank you.  
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