
  

                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  AI MIYAZATO
Wednesday, September 5, 2012

MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome Ai Miyazato into the interview room.  Ai, thanks 
for joining us.

AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  This is the first time the LPGA's been back in Kingsmill since 2009.  
You have a pretty good record here; you finished 9th in 2009 and 6th in 2007.  

Can you just talk a little bit about how your game suits this golf course? 

AI MIYAZATO:  First of all, it's nice to be back here, I just love this golf course and I just 
missing this tournament really bad.  I feel really happy to be here.  The golf course is in 
good shape and I had a practice round yesterday and the day before, and I played 
pro-am today.  The greens are beautiful.  The course is in good shape.  It's really fun to 
play.

MODERATOR:  Do you have any favorite spots to go outside of Kingsmill and 
Williamsburg?  Do you go to Busch Gardens? 

AI MIYAZATO:  I should say Busch Gardens, but I'm scared of heights.  I'm not really a 
big fan of roller coaster, unfortunately.  As I said, it's always fun to be here, even I'm 
scared of heights, I would love to go to Busch Gardens, too.  I just love this place's 
atmosphere.  It's really fun.

MODERATOR:  You won twice this year already and Mika won once.  Can you just talk 
about what that's done for golf in Japan? 

AI MIYAZATO:  I think that was huge.  Mika did a great job in Portland.  I think she 
deserve it because she's been playing really solid last couple months.  I know her since 
when we were little, so I feel like she's not my relative but feels like, you know, she's like 
my little sister, so I was really happy.  And I'm sure that all the golf fans in Japan were 
really happy, too.

MODERATOR:  You're ranked 2nd on Tour in rounds under par and 5th in scoring 
average.  You're one of the most consistent players on Tour and I know that you said 
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you rely heavily on your short game and accuracy.  Has that played a big part in your 
consistency? 

AI MIYAZATO:  Oh, definitely.  I'm not long hitter so I usually practicing really hard with 
the putting and chipping.  That's really important for my game.  So far I'm just really 
enjoying my game and I enjoy my life, so that's why I think I've been playing really 
consistent.  Last month it was a little bit rough for me, but like I said, it's always nice to 
be back here, so I feel really good right now, so looking forward to playing this weekend.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Ai?

Q.  Ai, when you were out there the last few holes of the Safeway Classic 
following Mika, she has seen you win quite often and you have seen her come 
close so often.  As good as a friend as she is to you, what were the emotions like 
as you were watching her trying to get that first win, and then when you knew she 
had it on 18?

AI MIYAZATO:  Well, I walked the last couple holes, 17 and 18, but I watched her birdie 
putt on 17 and it make me really nervous, more than when I play.  I was like a little bit 
shaking, but seemed like she was really calm and she really trusted herself.  

She played really well on 18, too, because 18 was really tough finishing hole.  I was just 
really happy.  Like almost not more than I win the tournament, but it's like almost the 
same feeling that I had.  Like I said, I know her when she was little, so it's been over 10 
years and we practicing together in Okinawa, which is where I'm from.  We had a great 
time when we were little, so I was just really happy for her.

MODERATOR:  Has she gone to you at all for advice a lot when she first came out to 
the LPGA Tour?  

AI MIYAZATO:  No, not at all.  She know herself really well, so she doesn't need my 
advice or anything.  It's been four years, it's been four years since she jumped on this 
Tour and kind of took her time to get her first win.  It's like I did the same things, too.  
When I won Evian, that was like fourth year on the LPGA Tour, so we're having the 
same time.  So I really feel that what she's feeling right now, so that's why I think I felt 
like really happy about her.  It was really a joy to watch her game.

Q.  You said you missed this tournament, you missed playing at Kingsmill.  Can 
you elaborate on that a little bit?  What did you miss about it, and now that you're 
back, does it come back up to your expectations? 

AI MIYAZATO:  The first, I really love this golf course because it's always really green, if 
you know what I mean.  It's not brown and it's always in good shape.  The greens are 
really smooth and the fairways are pretty wide.  I love this nature here, so that's why I 
missed this tournament.  
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Like I said, I love the tournament atmosphere, the always-good crowds and the 
tournament is really organized.  Very convenient, this tournament.  If you want to go to 
the Busch Gardens after you have bad day or something, you can have a refreshed 
time.  It's just so many great things.  I know so many great things about this tournament, 
so that's why I miss this so much.  

Now I'm here, and like she was explaining about '09 and '07, I finished up there and I 
have great memories, so hopefully on Sunday I can get a trophy from this tournament. 

MODERATOR:  Any other questions for Ai?  All right, thank you.

AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you.  
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