
  

                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MARCELA LEON
Wednesday, September 5, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  I would like to welcome Marcela Leon into the interview room.  
Marcela, thanks for joining us.  Your first time in an LPGA media center.  How does it 
feel? 

MARCELA LEON:  Well, thank you for having me.  It's pretty amazing.  Like, the whole 
week, I got here on Monday and pretty much I didn't know what to do or how to do it, 
you know?  I felt like a rookie and I've been a professional golfer for 10 years, so it was 
a different experience, for sure.

MODERATOR:  Your first time playing Kingsmill.  What are your thoughts on the golf 
course so far? 

MARCELA LEON:  Well, it's amazing.  I really like the view of it, it really fits my eye.  
The conditions are impeccable.  I'm pretty pumped about playing this golf course and, 
you know, I've been playing well.  I've been practicing the right way and just see and 
wait.

MODERATOR:  You gained entry into this tournament because you won the Big Break.  
How was that experience for you?  

MARCELA LEON:  Well, that experience was pretty much once in a lifetime.  You know, 
when I got the call, I was very happy and I got the chills pretty much.  That's pretty much 
how I feel right now.  It's my first LPGA event in a long time.  I'll pretty much do my best 
and enjoy the opportunity.

MODERATOR:  What was that feeling that you got -- when you won the Big Break? 

MARCELA LEON:  Well, you know, it's pretty much a lot of hard work just because in 
every single episode you have that big pressure that I've never felt before.  After I made 
that last putt, all that emotion just got out of my body and I was very happy, very happy, 
because it meant that I really want to be at the highest level and that I could handle the 
pressure.  That taught me a lot and I'm happy that the results were how they went.  It 
was just a very happy experience for me.
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MODERATOR:  It seemed like your cast in that season was all really close.  Do you still 
keep in touch with all of them? 

MARCELA LEON:  Yeah, it was nice that all the girls, we got along.  We were very 
competitive on the golf course, but outside the golf course we decided to be friends.  
You know, we never combined golf with anything that happened outside the ropes.  I still 
keep in touch with them.  I know some of them are in the first stage of Q School.  I 
Tweet them and wish them well.  I hope I can see them out here on this Tour or the 
Symetra Tour.

MODERATOR:  Keeping along those same lines, I don't think I've ever not seen you 
with a smile on your face.  Do you think that helps you on the golf course at all? 

MARCELA LEON:  You know, it keeps me relaxed.  It's part of my personality.  I've 
learned to enjoy life, especially after I burn out from golfing.  I return with a different way 
of seeing not just golf but life.  I think I smile more than before.

MODERATOR:  You played full time on the Symetra Tour.  Has that helped you out at all 
coming into this week? 

MARCELA LEON:  Oh, definitely, definitely.  Symetra Tour is the developmental tour of 
the LPGA.  It's definitely different, you know?  Over here I'm putting my shows in a 
locker room, and on the Symetra Tour you pretty much jump out of the car and do it.  
But it's pretty much the same.  They teach you what is needed in order to be out here.  I 
think every professional golfer that doesn't have the chance to play here should be on 
the Symetra Tour and experience that tour to have some type of background once you 
get to the LPGA.

MODERATOR:  After this week there are three consecutive tournaments in the season 
on the Symetra Tour.  What are your thoughts going into those three weeks? 

MARCELA LEON:  I'm actually really excited about it.  I can't wait to go to Charlotte.  I 
know the community, the sponsors are very excited to have us there.  

Then we go to Vidalia, Georgia.  I played there last year and that community is excited 
to have us there.  They have great onions, and I tried them, they're amazing.  And the 
golf course, it's a great layout.  

And then we'll be back in Daytona.  Definitely looking forward to playing there just 
because I'll be hopefully playing final stage there and it's a great venue.  It's the last 
tournament of the season and I'm really excited to be part of the last three events.

MODERATOR:  I know you know a lot of girls on the Symetra Tour, but are there any 
LPGA players that have helped you this week? 

MARCELA LEON:  Oh, my God, yes.  When I got here on Monday, I pretty much didn't 
know what to do.  Little by little, I started seeing familiar faces.  I just asked them and 
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they were very, very nice.  You know, I saw several people that used to play with me on 
Symetra in 2004, 2005, they were very helpful.  Jacqui Concolino, I've known her 
actually from this year down in Florida in the winter and she's like, "Whatever you need, 
give me a call."  Lisa Ferrero, the same thing.  So they've been very nice.  

Jessica Shepley yesterday, she goes, "Are you okay?  Do you need anything?"  I'm like, 
"No, I'm fine."  I actually have like big sisters helping me out, so it's nice.  I actually feel 
at home.  I thought I was going to feel like a little bit of an outsider but everybody has 
been so nice.  The volunteers are amazing, fans have recognized me from the show, so 
I'm really excited.  It's been quite a ride and I'm going to continue to enjoy it.

MODERATOR:  Any questions for Marcela?  All right.  Marcela.  Thank you.

MARCELA LEON:  Thank you.  
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