
  

                    
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  CRISTIE KERR
Wednesday, September 5, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  We would like to welcome Cristie Kerr into the interview room.  
Thanks so much for joining us today.  I know this is a special place for you.  Everybody's  
been talking all week about how excited they are to be back here at Kingsmill.  As the 
two-time defending champion here, what does it mean for you to be back here? 

CRISTIE KERR:  I think nobody's looked forward to it more than me.  I've got great 
memories here and I stay with a great family, the Wickers, and it's such a great time.  
The golf course is one of my favorites, it's about my favorite on Tour, and I've just got 
good feelings all around when I come here.

MODERATOR:  You got to be out on the golf course today and the past couple days.  
What are your initial thoughts on it coming back and how does it look out there? 

CRISTIE KERR:  It looks good.  They got a lot of rain on Saturday and Sunday.  It's 
started to dry out.  Hopefully, we won't get a lot of rain tonight, which they're calling for.  

The golf course is a lot more Bermuda dominant as far as the grass than I remember, 
but it's probably the different time of the year.  The course is good.  The greens are 
starting to get a little faster, a little bit more smooth, and they should be better by 
tomorrow.

MODERATOR:  I know we talked about that elusive win that seems to be just kind of -- 
you've come so close over the past couple years but just haven't gotten it.  

How are you feeling about your game heading into this week, and when you do come 
back to a place where you've won multiple times, does it kind of give you that little bit of 
that extra adrenaline, that little rush that it's a good feeling on this golf course? 

CRISTIE KERR:  I think it does.  I felt that walking around the golf course today.  Yeah, I 
want to win really bad.  It's getting to the point where okay, it's time for one.  I'm doing 
everything in my power to do it, you know, it's just got to happen now.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Cristie?
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Q.  (Inaudible)... leadership with Mike Whan.  Was just curious how you would 
evaluate what two-plus years under his guidance as the Tour is coming back to 
places like Toledo and here. 

CRISTIE KERR:  I think he's doing a great job.  He's very open with the players as far 
as what he's trying to accomplish, what irons are in the fire, what he's trying to do to 
build the Tour.  

We're still in a really bad economy.  I think this election in November is going to really 
kind of tell whether we're going to recover or whether we're still going to be going down 
the same track, but nobody can predict what's going to happen.  He's done great with 
the relationships we have with sponsors and we're starting to add some new 
tournaments.  We knew it was going to be three to five years and everybody seems 
pretty happy with him.  

Q.  Cristie, was it stunning to lose this tournament considering it seemed to be 
one of the healthiest, one of the most popular, or was that just a sign of the times 
when the economy started going bad?

CRISTIE KERR:  Well, I think it was part economy and part, you know, InBev bought 
Anheuser-Busch and their corporate culture is a lot different than Anheuser-Busch's 
and they just didn't seem to think that a few million dollars to do this tournament was 
kind of in their strike zone, so we lost the tournament.  

Xanterra's done a great job.  They're a very good company.  All the members around 
Kingsmill are talking about all the positive changes they're seeing in Kingsmill with the 
restaurants or with the facilities they're building over by the river.  Xanterra is a very 
economic, organic, they're very conscious about the environment and that's good for us, 
especially golfers playing so much golf with all the fertilizers and different things.  
Xanterra's a good company.  They're in a lot of the national parks and they're very 
environmentally savvy, so that's a good image for us and a good sponsor and we're 
really happy to be back.

Q.  Cristie, you mentioned Bermuda dominance.  What other differences, if any, 
do you see being here at the end of summer as opposed to in spring?

CRISTIE KERR:  It's a lot hotter.  I had to change my shirt before I came in here.  
They've lengthened a couple holes.  They've lengthened the 1st hole, the 15th hole, 7, 
and 9's playing really long because it's playing into the wind.  The course is playing 
longer, obviously it's really wet, it's playing a lot longer.  Usually we see a little bit more 
hard and fast golf course here and that's not what we have this time.  We've had a little 
wind today, so hopefully it dries out a bit.  They're calling for a little bit more rain tonight, 
so I'm not expecting to really see it dry out a lot for the rest of the week.

Q.  I think there have been seven first-time winners on Tour in just 18 
tournaments this year.  A 15-year old amateur won in Canada.  Just wondering 
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about your observations about the depth of the Tour these days and how much 
talent's out here. 

CRISTIE KERR:  I mean, really all you can say about that is that there's a lot of talent 
out here.  It's getting harder to win every year.  I've been close a lot the last couple 
years, especially last year, and haven't gotten that win.  It seems like once I get it, the 
flood gates could open because I just feel like that little extra bit of confidence to know, 
hey, I got it done again, will help.  You have to be on your game, you can't have a bad 
round, you can't have a bad stretch of holes if you're going to win a golf tournament out 
here now.

Q.  Cristie, I don't see many players with long putters by percentage as you do 
with the men.  Why is that?  Have you ever tried one?  Why do you think there's 
fewer among the women, or is that just my imagination?

CRISTIE KERR:  I don't really know.  I don't know if I could answer that.  I've never tried 
one.  I don't think I would ever try one.  It's just awkward to me.  I can't answer the 
differences why the men have more of that and we don't.  That's probably one answer in 
a press conference I haven't been able to answer.

Q.  The commissioner was saying the other day that he has on his to-do list once 
every year to ask Augusta about an LPGA event there.  Now in the last month or 
so with the club admitting two women, people are talking a little bit more about it.  
Is that a notion that appeals to you in any way?  Would it be cool?  Could you not 
care less?

CRISTIE KERR:  I think it would be cool.  Do I ever think it will happen?  No, I just don't.  
I think they have the Masters and that's the tournament they have and that's the 
tournament they'll always have.  It would be great to see that.  

I mean, I've played Augusta.  I know one of the chairmen of Augusta, Dave Dorman, 
and he's a really cool guy and they're very inviting to women, but the Masters is their 
thing and I don't think they'll ever open it up to a women's tournament.  That's my 
personal opinion.

Q.  (Inaudible) 

CRISTIE KERR:  Actually, last year or two years ago, I can't remember.

Q.  What did you think?  How did you play?

CRISTIE KERR:  I think I shot even.  I played pretty well.  It's a great place.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Cristie?  Well, thank you very much for joining 
us.  Good luck this week and we hope to see you in here.  
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