
     
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TROY KELLY 
    
Sunday, July 8, 2012

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome Troy Kelly.  A great round 
today, a good runner-up finish, probably not the ultimate finish you were looking for 
today, but all in all you must be taking some positives away from your round with Webb 
and getting yourself in the playoff overall?

TROY KELLY:  Yep, today was a great day.  Webb's a great guy, it was a nice pairing to 
play with him today.  I just -- I hit it well, I made some putts early, I made some putts at 
the end to kind of save a couple pars, and I played tough all day.  It was not an easy 
day, hot out there, but I had a lot of fun.  It was good for me.  It's something to build off 
of into next week.  I just found out I'm in the British Open, which is kind of exciting, so I 
guess I'm going to have to make some plans for that.  I don't think my brother's got his 
passport, so we're going to have to work on that.  But overall great day, had a lot of fun 
and looking forward to kind of getting in that position some more.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Troy?

Q.  On number 18, the first playoff, you didn't hit it where you wanted to.  Second 
playoff hole, you hit it on the opposite side of the hump. What was up with those 
two playoff holes on 18? 

TROY KELLY:  18, you know, I was aiming about 10, 12 feet right of that, I just kind of 
kept pulling it.  I was trying to hit it just off the inside of that ridge and have it kind of kick 
over to the right.  It was a nice hard solid pitching wedge for me, so, you know, 
overall -- I almost had the same putt in the second go round, so it was nice to see that 
and I had a good read off the first one, and unfortunately just didn't make it.

Q.  You made some big, big, big long putts, but No. 17 in regulation didn't fall.  
Talk about that one.

TROY KELLY:  You know, I hit it a little bit too far and I kind of got on an awkward angle 
with that chip.  I actually was really happy with the way that ball kind of ran up the hill.  I 
was happy with how far it was away from the hole actually.  Had a good look at it, 
actually just pushed it a little bit.  But obviously I needed that, just wasn't a great stroke.  
But I made a lot of good strokes.  It's an improvement from what I've been doing, so 
something to build off of and looking forward to kind of playing the next couple months.

Q.  Troy, we started this week talking about all the big-name players in the field, 
finished the week with a couple guys who have been back and forth from the mini 
tours and the Web.com Tour.  Can you just talk about sort of the small differential 
between the top and sort of where you're at right now?
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TROY KELLY:  I just think golf in general at every level has gotten so much better.  I 
think the mini tours are better, I think guys learn to shoot low scores.  You know, to play 
in that Gateway Tour, there's a lot of low scores, you get used to shooting low scores.  

This course was, you know, it was tough in ways, but I think in a lot of ways if you drove 
it good, you weren't hitting a lot of long irons into holes.  It was definitely scorable if you 
drove it well.  But I think just in general, people -- everybody's getting better, you know.  
And you're right, I think there's a little difference, but I think the biggest thing that Tiger 
and Phil and those guys have, they're so comfortable out here.  I mean, I was 
uncomfortable all day.  Maybe it didn't look like it, but I hadn't been there, I didn't even 
sniff getting there in '09 and it was the first time.  I thought I handled it well, I enjoyed it.  
But I think those guys are just so comfortable and I think guys like me or Ted that 
haven't been out here as much, it's just getting there, getting the experience and then 
kind of building off of it.

Q.  Troy, you're the one that was playing with a major champion today, but you 
were the one that kind of held it together, maybe Webb didn't.  Can you talk about 
that?  You didn't feel that comfortable, but you looked it how did you kind of hold 
it together? 

TROY KELLY:  I just tried to stay in the moment, you know, and just tried to think about 
just the cliche, one shot at a time and not get too far ahead of myself.  Webb, he was a 
great guy, he's a great player, obviously he's won, I don't know, three times, he's U.S. 
major champion.  He was a good guy.  It was a good pairing for me.  He wasn't one of 
those guys who was trying to big-time me.  He made me feel comfortable, talked to me, 
we had a lot of conversation out there, so I think overall it was a good pairing.

Q.  One, do you have your passport?

TROY KELLY:  I do have mine, yes.

Q.  And two, why do you think we've had this sort of run of -- there's only like 
nine 54-hole leaders on Tour this year who have actually won.  What is it that's so 
hard about winning when you get down the stretch like that?

TROY KELLY:  Well, I mean, obviously everybody's getting better, like I was saying 
before, so I think it's just harder to win out here.  And this week, you know, I shot 62.  
There's rounds out there that guys can come from behind.  I think that -- what did Ted 
shoot today?

Q.  He eagled 17 and birdied 18.

TROY KELLY:  So, I mean, I think there's a lot of opportunities to make some numbers 
obviously coming in and so I just think overall everybody's getting better.  I just think it's 
harder to win out here.  The guys that are coming off the Nationwide are more 
experienced, and that's all I had to work off of.  That's the only thing I thought about was 
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my experience from there.  From the Web.com I guess it is now.  I keep saying 
Nationwide, sorry.

Q.  What do you kind of learn from this?  I mean, you were in contention a few 
times obviously on that Tour and then first time really out here.  What do you take 
away from it?

TROY KELLY:  Just, you know, that I had some success in that situation and, you know, 
just believe in myself.  I think that's a huge thing in golf, is to really believe in yourself, 
and I think that's one thing that Tiger and those guys, Phil and all these great players, 
they really believe in themselves.  And I think when you're coming down the stretch, 
you've got to look back on things that you've had success on and just believe in yourself 
to hit those shots again.

Q.  Talk about 17 in the playoff.  What was the second shot?  What did you hit and 
what was the bunker shot like?  What was that lie like?

TROY KELLY:  I hit my 20-degree, which is my basically my 3-iron, and it just got up 
against that bunker.  I told my brother, I said, I hope that thing's not -- I don't have my 
leg out of there because that's my left side, it's really hard for me to turn off that.  Just 
for some reason the strength, it's there, but sometimes when I get at that angle, it feels 
funny.  And I told him, I said, I hope I don't have to have my left leg out of there.  
Unfortunately it was.  I just hit it fat.  I've done that before.  When I've been in that 
position before, I've hit it fat unfortunately, and today I did it again.

Q.  (Inaudible.) 

TROY KELLY:  It wasn't -- the face wasn't really an issue.  It's more just a contact 
issue.  If I could just get good contact was the biggest thing, and I had to throw it so far.  
I couldn't really chase it up there with a club because of that ridge, so I was actually just 
trying to fly it just on top of the ridge a little bit and then put some spin on it, but I just hit 
it fat.

Q.  Have you played much golf on that side of the pond?

TROY KELLY:  You know, I played over there -- I played in the Doug Sanders Junior 
International when I was a kid.  I think there was two of us from the U.S. that went over 
there and played, and I have played a little bit over there.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions, guys?

Q.  Can you talk about the confidence that you may gain seeing Webb's lead slip 
and you gaining on him throughout the day rather than just seeing it on the 
leaderboards?
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TROY KELLY:  I mean, for me it's just, like I said before, it's nice to play in that situation 
with a great player and have a little success.  Obviously he kind of stumbled a little bit at 
the end, but, you know, he's had his turn and he'll have a lot more, I'm sure.  It's just 
something for me to build off of.  I haven't had, you know -- I've been close to playing 
well this year, but I've made, I don't know, seven cuts, whatever, but I've never really 
gotten in contention ever.  Last night was -- I surprisedly slept a little bit, more than I 
thought, but it was a tough day.  I was really nervous going into the day, into the round, 
and it's just something that I can kind of build off of.  Looking forward to kind of playing 
and seeing how it goes.

Q.  I'm just curious how you got into the field.  How close you were to not getting 
into the field?

TROY KELLY:  Gosh, I think by the end of the week -- by Friday, I think I was in by 
maybe 12 to 15.  I can't remember.  I knew I was okay.  I think at one point I was only in 
by 10 guys, that's as close as it got, but I think at the end it was about 12 or so.

MODERATOR:  Congratulations on a great weekend.  Good luck.  

TROY KELLY:  Thanks. 
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