
     
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM WATSON 
    
Saturday, July 7, 2012

Q.  So how are you holding up after that heat? 

TOM WATSON:  Well, I'm in okay shape, I can't complain.  I didn't play very well today.  
Hit a lot of sketchy iron shots today.  I didn't hit them as crisply as I did yesterday.  As a 
result, I was 1-over par today.  I didn't drive the ball too badly, but I just kind of left it out 
there with the irons.  Iron play was not very good.

Q.  You've been playing here a long time, Tom.  Have you ever played in weather 
like this?

TOM WATSON:  I haven't played it this hot.  I've certainly played it a lot colder.  Second 
year I played here with my sponsors, it was in October and I think it was about 30 -- it 
was about 38 when we teed off.  It was a little chilly.

Q.  Can you talk about making the cut and playing in a Tour event again?

TOM WATSON:  Well, it's nice playing against the kids.  I call them the kids.  They really 
are the kids.  I was happy about the way I played.  The first two days I played better 
than I did today, but I left a number of putts out there.  Putting wasn't as good as it used 
to be when I was a kid when I made everything, and scores could have been a lot better 
if the putter acted like it was 26 rather than 62, reverse the numbers.  But I'm happy to 
be here and be able to play on the weekend.  I didn't get to play on the weekend last 
year, and I hope I can go out tomorrow and shoot a better score than I did today.  I 
finished with a birdie today and maybe I can just keep it rolling tomorrow.

Q.  Tricks up your sleeve that you talked about before the tournament, did most of 
them work?

TOM WATSON:  Well, when you don't have the hat to pull the rabbit out of, they don't 
work anyway.  The hat wasn't there today, and then with the iron play, I was off on my 
irons today.

Q.  I watched the last few years, you seem like you have a different perspective 
about golf and you enjoy it perhaps a little more.  I know you're always 
competitive.  Can you talk about, I noticed when you went over the bridge here, 
you checked out the trout and you're just --

TOM WATSON:  Oh, I always do that here.

Q.  You always do that?
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TOM WATSON:  I always do that here, yeah, I check out the trout everywhere I go.  The 
bridge at 15, the bridge at 1 here; I'm checking out to see where those big boys are.

Q.  Just your perspective on the game.

TOM WATSON:  The game has changed to a different degree than when I first started 
out here.  The courses are longer, the amenities are better and greater.  They're in 
better shape, golf courses are in better shape, the equipment makes the ball go longer 
and it's a different game because that happens.  It still kind of amazes me where the 
players are laying up short of a 314-yard bunker with a 3-wood, you know, or maybe a 
hybrid to lay up there.  I'm still hitting driver.  That's how it's -- that's how I kind of look 
at it because it's -- the distances, at my age, at 62, I mean, I still hit the bar nearly as 
far as I did when I was a kid, not quite as far with the longer clubs, but with the driver I 
hit the ball about as far as I hit it.  The irons, I don't.  

But it's interesting the way the game has progressed because of the equipment 
changes, course changes, and the way -- really the way the game of golf has become 
so -- basically so much better organized than when I was out here.  These 
tournaments are so -- they are so organized, they know what they're doing, and before 
they didn't really have a whole lot to do before.  We had to get there ourselves, there 
was no courtesy cars.  We had to bring our own practice balls, hit our own practice 
balls. 

Q.  Really?

TOM WATSON:  There was no food; we had to buy the food in the clubhouse, eat with 
the members.  You know, one thing that the tournaments did many times, they would 
help you with the hotel fees.  They would get a pretty good rate on the hotels.  My first 
year, if I paid over $10 a night for a hotel, that was a lot of money.
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