
     
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  J.B. HOLMES   
Saturday, July 7, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  11-under par, J.B. Holmes, following 
the third round here at the Greenbrier Classic.  J.B., you said you 
hit the ball really well today, 4-under, but maybe left a few out there? 

J.B. HOLMES:  Yeah, I feel like I had a lot of birdie opportunities and just hit some good 
putts, whether I misread them or whatever, didn't have as many go in as I'd have liked, 
but that's kind of always the case, I guess. 

MODERATOR:  Being from Kentucky, not far from here, is this the style of golf course 
you kind of prefer?

J.B. HOLMES:  I enjoy the golf course, it's a great golf course.  I like playing it, it suits 
my eye well, so I'm having a lot of fun out here.  

MODERATOR:  Questions for J.B?  

Q.  You have played well here, certainly have played well.  Is it a grind playing 
through this heat for, you know, 54, 72 holes, whatever?

J.B. HOLMES:  I mean, it's just part of it.  It's what you've got to do.  I mean, every 
week you come out here, you're grinding.  But the heat definitely, it's hot out there, so it 
makes it a lot tougher.  You've got to be careful and make sure you drink enough and 
pay more attention to that.  

Q.  When you get down near the end of your round, do you feel -- does it catch 
up to you a little bit?

J.B. HOLMES:  No, not really, you've got enough adrenaline going through it when 
you're in the hunt and everything that you don't really notice it that much.

Q.  Everything you went through last year with the surgery and so forth, you 
came back in January of this year.  When did things start to feel normal for you 
out here in terms of playing?

J.B. HOLMES:  I guess about a month ago I really kind of felt more like I'm close to a 
hundred percent, if not a hundred percent.  All my speed came back, not really having 
as much stiffness in my neck.  So, you know, I guess really about a month ago, month 
and a half, so not a whole long time.  You know, I kind of came out -- I knew I came out 
early, I'd probably have some problems, but I didn't think it would get better just sitting at 
home, so I came out and did what I could.  
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But the speed and everything was something that was, you know, throws your distances 
for your irons and everything off, and each week, if it's getting a little (inaudible), 
everything was constantly changing.  So I feel like it's really -- I've kind of got all my 
speed back and kind of more consistent with my yardages and stuff over the last five, 
six weeks.

Q.  What was the toughest part of that going back before a month ago for you?  
Was it physical, yardages, things like that?

J.B. HOLMES:  Just not being able to do the things that, you know, I could before.  Just 
not as consistent, missing a few cuts.  I've been pretty good at not missing very many 
cuts and just being inconsistent.  Come out here one day and feel like I've got it, and the 
next day it's not there.  So it's been really hard for me to be consistent and I've had a lot 
of really good rounds and then just some really bad rounds, too.  So I feel like I'm -- 
I've improved a whole lot and really narrowing it down and getting back to where I was 
and hopefully improving.

Q.  At what point did you feel competitive again, I guess?

J.B. HOLMES:  I mean, you always feel competitive.  You wouldn't come out here if you 
didn't think you could compete.  I knew early on that it was going to be a little bit of a 
struggle.  I got a Top 10 at L.A. this year and I was a little bit surprised by that because I 
hadn't really hit it very good at all up until that point.  Hit it really good one day and just 
kind of salvaged the other rounds.  

But like I said, probably the last five or six weeks is when everything -- I really feel like I 
could hit all the shots and really, if I played well, really come out here and have a really 
good chance to win.

Q.  I guess I just remember you saying something the other day about how, you 
know, you felt like -- that you could compete.  Obviously you get asked about 
this all the time with the surgery and it seemed like you were kind of past that and 
you were maybe to the point where you felt like, yeah, I'm past that?

J.B. HOLMES:  I mean, yeah, I wanted to be past the surgery the first week I came out 
here.  To me, it feels so long ago that I actually had that done, it really hasn't been that 
long, but what I've had to go through just to get to this point and get out here, you know, 
I want to be talking about the future and golf and not dwelling on the past.  So I was 
really fortunate everything went great there, I had good doctors and was really lucky 
with everything coming out great and able for me to come back out and compete.  So 
I'm really thankful for that and pleased with everything, and I'm ready to get out here 
and win.

Q.  J.B., the big news around here over the past 24 hours is the fact that Tiger and 
Phil both missed the cut.  Can you just talk about how little that affects you as a 
guy who's in contention and how little you're thinking about it? 
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J.B. HOLMES:  Yeah, zero.  I don't look at that.  The only time they're affecting me is 
when they're on the top of the leaderboard and they're beating you.  If they're not 
here -- I mean, they're great players and obviously they both just had an off week.  It 
doesn't matter.  Somebody's getting hot every week, it's not always those two.  There's 
somebody that's going to be playing well, somebody's still going to shoot 15, 16 under.  
It's not like just 'cause they don't make the cut that it's not going to be a good 
tournament or it's not going to be competitive or everybody's going to stop shooting 
under par or anything like that. 

Q.  Does it help your comfort level at all not having them to compete with 
tomorrow, or are you just playing golf?

J.B. HOLMES:  Just playing golf.  Nobody out here really thinks that way. 

Q.  Any key moments in the round today?  Looking back, any key shots, par 
saves or --

J.B. HOLMES:  On 1 I got off to -- you know, I had about a 10-footer for par so that 
was good, good just to get started, make sure I didn't give one away there at the 1st 
hole.  Then I got a stretch of birdies on the back side.  I made a long putt on 14, so that 
really helped.  I hit it really good coming in, I had some opportunities and just missed a 
few putts coming in. 

Q.  With everything you mentioned about kind of being past the surgery, would a 
victory tomorrow mean more given what you've been through in the last year? 

J.B. HOLMES:  Probably, yeah.  I mean, it's always going to be a huge, big deal to win.  
So, you know, it meant a lot before and I guess if it happened then yeah, I'd think about 
it and let it set in a little bit more.  But yeah, after everything you've been through when 
you win, that's what comes to you, all the hard work and what you've been through and 
not just that moment.

MODERATOR:  Thanks a lot, J.B.  Good luck tomorrow.

J.B. HOLMES:  Thank you.  
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