
     
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: CHARLIE BELJAN  
    
Saturday, July 7, 2012

Q.  Well, Charlie, let's talk about this day.  Man, I was 
impressed.  You started out with seven straight pars, showed a lot of patience.  
Were nerves ever a factor out there at all today?

CHARLIE BELJAN:  Nerves?  It was funny, I woke up this morning and my heart was 
racing.  I called a whole bunch of my friends who have been in this position.  I called 
Dr. Bob Rotella.  I was freaking out.  

And then as soon as I got out here to the putting green and the driving range and once I 
got on that first tee, they all just went away.  And it was a joy to be able to play with 
Webb Simpson, Jonathan Byrd, two great guys, and they made it a little easier.  

But yeah, before I got to the golf course this morning, I was a train wreck, and I'm sure 
at least I know tomorrow morning that I know that when I get to the golf course, it will 
calm down a little bit because I'm sure it will be ugly in the morning as well.

Q.  You know, you showed a lot of power those first seven holes.  You were 
mashing the driver, the 3-wood.  And then at 8 I said, all right, I want to see him 
hit something else, and you hit that 6-iron in there five feet on the par 3.  Great 
shot there. 

CHARLIE BELJAN:  Yeah, that was kind of the turning point.  For me, I always just try 
to par my first couple holes, try to get smooth, get easy, get going, and I did that and I 
didn't really give myself the greatest chances and I just hung in there.  I knew pars 
weren't going to kill me.  

And then coming into that stretch, you know, 5, 6, 7, 8's not really a birdie hole, but 9, 
10, there's a lot of opportunities out there.  So I just stayed patient and then all of a 
sudden I stole one on 8.  That's one you're just looking to make a 3 and to make a 2 
was a bonus.  I gave myself some good looks.  Made a couple great saves today.  On 9 
I had to chip out into the fairway, and then on 13 I hit a bad shot in there and 
miraculously somehow got it up and down.  But those are kind of the things that you 
need to do to keep on going, and here I am again talking to you guys, so I'm doing 
something right.

Q.  And at 17, the par 5, over there in the rough and somehow you hit that right 
into the opening right up on the edge of the green.  Did you mean to do that?

CHARLIE BELJAN:  Well, we've done it the past two days from about the same 
distance, so I knew it was doable.  I really didn't quite like the shot, but I knew it was 
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doable and the runner up there was wonderful.  Didn't hit a very good eagle putt, but 
tapping in for birdie for a guy like me in my position is always a nice thing.

Q.  So how do you like your position for tomorrow?  I mean, you have a golden 
opportunity to win.

CHARLIE BELJAN:  I have a great opportunity.  I like being a couple back.  Webb's a 
great player.  I'm going to have to play, you know, the golf of my life to catch him.  But I 
would rather be a couple back and chasing down than out there in front, especially for 
me that's never been there or even in this position.  So I like my position, I love the golf 
course, and tomorrow hopefully we'll just keep giving ourselves opportunities and a 
couple more putts will drop.

Q.  So you didn't sleep well last night.  Will you sleep better tonight?

CHARLIE BELJAN:  Oh, I slept like a dream.  Sleeping's no problem for me, it's when 
my eyes wake up in the morning and my heart starts beating is when I got going.  I don't 
think I'll have any trouble sleeping tonight.  Tomorrow's just only my fifth Sunday on the 
PGA TOUR and I can't wait to get up and do it again.

Q.  Charlie, another good round today, still sitting up there toward the top of the 
leaderboard.  Just talk about today.

CHARLIE BELJAN:  It was wonderful.  I woke up this morning and my heart was 
beating, had to call a couple friends that had been in the position I'm in, get a little bit of 
advice.  And then as soon as I got to the golf course and on the range and kind of in my 
routine, it just became golf again, which is what we all want it to be, we just tend to 
make it bigger sometimes.  But as soon as I got out on the golf course with Webb and 
Jonathan, it was a real treat to get to play with those guys.  And I love this place out 
here, I love the people and they were great out there cheering us on, so hopefully 
tomorrow I can just make a few more putts to give them something to hoot and holler 
about.

Q.  (Inaudible) keep those nerves down?  I know this is one of the first big ones 
for you. 

CHARLIE BELJAN:  This is, yeah, the biggest one for me.  You know, like I said, this 
morning I was terrified.  I was pacing up and down the hotel hallway.  I didn't really know 
what was going on, and then once I got out here I just had this calm feeling about.  I feel 
comfortable out here and each week I'm getting more and more comfortable.  

Like I said, the golf course is perfect for me.  I know if I'm just patient, with my power I 
can give myself a lot of opportunities.  So that will be my game plan tomorrow.  I'm sure 
I'll wake up and my heart will be pounding again tomorrow morning, and maybe I'll just 
come to the golf course and hang out here a little earlier so I feel a little better.  
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