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Thursday, July 5, 2012

Q.  You like that 18th hole, don't you?  A couple of birdies to 
win this thing a year ago, and you birdie it to finish birdie-birdie-birdie.  Talk 
about this day. 

SCOTT STALLINGS:  It was a good day.  I mean, you know, kind of got off to a weird 
start.  Kind of, I don't know if you want to say stumbled out of the gate, but kind of 
missed some fairways, missed some greens, kind of stumbled around a little bit.  

But got it under par through 12 and kind of had a weird incident happen on 13 with a 
ball being on the cart path, and it is what it is.  I thought it was the right shot to hit.  I had 
a big chunk of gravel right in front of my ball.  All I had to do was get it over it and I 
would have been fine, and I nailed it and kind of knocked it under a tree and made a 6.  
But at the end of the day I made a good solid finish, made three birdies and looking 
forward to the rest of the week.

Q.  You talked going in about some of the things you've gone through this year, 
but tell our listeners and the people watching just what it's like to battle back from 
the back injury.  I mean, you never know about these things, but you seem to 
have recovered fully and are really playing well. 

SCOTT STALLINGS:  It was a rib injury, then a back injury, and then a myriad of other 
things.  At the end of the day, as I said at my press conference, I'm ready to talk about 
golf rather than my injuries.  Hopefully I can play decent enough so where we can talk 
about it.  It's a grind, it's a long season, and if you're just a little bit off, it's hard to play 
against the best in the world, and I was way off.  And I've been very thankful for the 
people at home and a lot of people helped me get back to be able to just be competitive 
this week, so I wouldn't be here without them.  Definitely looking forward to the 
remainder of the week for sure.

Q.  Finally, you didn't let that double get you down.  You had a few tough holes 
coming in, but that was a nice finish.  Just talk about your mindset after the 
double bogey.

SCOTT STALLINGS:  I mean, it's kind of an unfortunate situation.  I mean, if I drop it, 
I'm not going to make 4 because I was just going to be able to hack it out and try to 
make par from 200 yards.  Really with the lie I had, I could have -- because it was half 
on the cart path, half on the dirt, and there's just kind of a part of the cart path that's just 
kind of stuck out just in front of my ball and I really thought the ball would kind of come 
out over top of it instead of kind of driving right into it.  It was what it was.  
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I mean, I would do it again.  I would try to hit maybe a little bit more lofted club, try to hit 
it just short of the green, but at the end of the day I was playing good, I was trying to be 
aggressive and tried to give myself the best opportunity to make par and go on.  But I 
knew I was playing good, and obviously in with three birdies, giving myself opportunities  
and it's nice to end with a birdie putt like that on 18.

Q.  Well, good stuff today and an early wake up call tomorrow.

Q.  Woke up the memories there on No. 18, huh?

SCOTT STALLINGS:  Yeah, it was nice.  (Inaudible.)  18's a cool hole and not everyone 
really likes ending on a par 3, but it's a hole that changed my life so it's a cool way to 
end the day.  Kind of an up-and-down day, but it was nice way to end, with three 
birdies, and I definitely look forward to the next couple days.  Keep putting the ball in 
play and hoping to have the opportunity to make birdies.

Q.  Positive thoughts too for tomorrow that you finish strong, right?

SCOTT STALLINGS:  Absolutely, and you can say what you want about No. 13, just 
kind of a, you know, you take -- try to cut your losses and try to give yourself the best 
opportunity to make par.  And unfortunately, you know, the lie wasn't as good as we 
thought it was and there was some big -- a chunk of gravel right under my ball, but we 
didn't know that at the time or else we would have played it differently, and it is what it 
is.  But we knew we were playing well.  My caddie kept keeping me positive and making 
sure we were putting the ball in play and giving ourselves opportunities for birdies, and 
fortunately we made three at the end and it's nice to look forward to the next couple 
days. 

Q.  Great, thanks, Scott.
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